
                      

More for our guests but also for us—more parking!!! And not in ramps. Bookstore with area to sit. 

Barnes and Noble devastating loss. Theater to show up to date films. Leave library alone. Fast food

Keep Thursdays on First but expand. Fix pavers on peace plaza. They are a hazard. Unfortunately 

DMC’s intrusion is mostly negative for residents. Being a downtown business owner must be 

heartbreaking as well as business breaking. Put something permanent in the former Chateau theater 

on the plaza. What a waste it is now.

    Use empty or poorly performing hotels for housings              

industry that is outside of Mayo and built around young families.  we also need activities for young 

families.
no                   

Educate the kids because they will be the adults in 2050 and it is important that the future is 

educated and smart.
To make sure the kids have an excellent education so they can be the leaders in the future.                   

                      

        I live in moderate-income housing and love it!   Good   Great healthcare but very expensive.   unknown

Help for the homeless population, providing shelter        Affordability and accessibility            Equal access to good education for all ages

A redesigned, more useful public transit system (spoke and wheel isn't ideal)

Improved park/trail system (mowing of trails, repair, special lanes for high-speed bikes/scooters)
                     

                      

                      

                      

Free museum for all on select days to provide exposure to art, invest in our library, offer more social 

workers at library..more theater and art events, new multi purpose buildings at fair grounds
                     

free or low cost entertainment for youth to keep them off the streets and out of the malls; 

affordable housing,
                     

I'll be in my 90s by then - anything that promotes the idea of altruism and a truly acknowledged 

ethnic diversity would be good.  Also - truly support the public library and let it do more than it is.

The public library has, for some unknowable reason, been kind of placed on the back burner in 

terms of keeping pace with Rochester's development. Even the DMC Plan fails to mention its 

existence.  I understand priorities, budget constraints, etc. but there needs to be more forward 

thinking to help it catch up to the public service it should provide as the population continues to 

increase. It certainly is a factor in the quality of life that affects many people - including those who 

don't use it because of its limitations, starting with parking and overall space and modernity. It also 

    
The problems for the less fortunate are obvious.  Affective agency cooperation and drawing from 

the successes of other city projects might help.
             

Parks, green spaces, and bike lanes that make sense, i envision a city that can be walked/biked to 

anywhere. everywhere is connected by bike trails and lanes.
I think that city locations and people can benefit from greenways     

affordable housing that serves the majority of rochester folks who intend to stay, not just support 

the wealthy few who are here for mayo.
generally i see houses too expensive for the majority of folks here           

make transportation more available            make healthy foods more avlible to those who need it          

I believe what is needed to make Rochester better by 2050 would be to help the homeless, giving 

every homeless person a place to stay without having to pay large sums of money.
       

I believe in order for housing in Rochester to improve is by lowering property taxes, rent and 

lowering prices of apartments and condos.
   

Healthy food is expensive. I believe it should be cheaper, if healthy food was cheaper it would lower 

the possibility of obesity and unhealthy eating.
   

Healthcare should be free, having to pay large sums of money due to a ambulance or emergency 

room visit is not okay.
     

A safe community low crime rate economic growth make Rochester richer               

    

As a former pca it was so hard to get to people's houses who needed services when it came to 

parking. If those who needed pca and home nurses could get parking passes to give out that would 

be great to make things more accessible.

  Studio apartments by rctc   
Hy-Vee now accepts wic online which is amazing. It would of been great during the pandemic but if 

more places could do online wic that would be fantastic for working moms
        

Lighting:  Please provide more lighting within the city. It is so dark!

With winters being long and dark for longer periods of time it is essential to provide enough light to 

keep people safe. We have people at every street corner downtown  walking , riding bike, riding 

scooters, running, roller badding, riding things I've never seen before, Jay walking wheter they have 

or don't have the right of way. People will continue to get hit by traffic as they have in the past 

unless we provide a safe downtown.  I wouldn't mind more light poles and a sidewalk at my house 

in  SW either.

                  

Affordable housing, Mental Health for People. Take Care of Veterans.                    
Get tampons out of boys bathrooms, stop castration of boys, get them help they need to lead a 

product life, let the parents raise their children. not to put woke ideas in young people’s minds.

        
Stop releasing people after one day in jail, they just repeat. And affordable housing isn’t affordable 

unless you’re a doctor or other high paying employee
  Very few people can even think about this when grocery shopping is already so expensive.   Offer affordable health insurance. Or at the very least stop letting Mayo own everything in town.   

Hold students accountable. Black students are able to get away with anything, because they know 

people are too afraid to do anything because of race. Stop tiptoeing. Bring back juvenile 

detention...Provide gender neutral changing areas for transgender students.

                      

                      

Better education systems, accessibility, inclusion, and sustainable energy

For the education systems, the children need more attention with better funding because it is in 

debt. Because the city is growing, so are the schools, and if they don't give them anymore money 

they will pretty much just crash and burn into inescapable debt. I strongly agree with giving money 

to the schools and the students.

                
Education is a great priority to me as a student in Rochester. Rochester doesn't like to fund schools 

for some reason and the students take the toll.  Funding impacts supplies, teachers, and students.

We need a climate plan in action that everyone understands and sees benefits from. We need to 

have top notch education,  green areas, a clean and sustainable water supply, and a diverse 

economy.

           
Everyone needs access to healthy options, whether in schools or in the community. This also 

ensures that grocery stores are in close proximity or easily available to all citizens.
         

Affordable housing,        
We need more apartment buildings outside of downtown and its rent structure. The common man 

can not afford downtown prices.
             

                      

Continued focus on housing, transportation, and controlled growth.    Continue to work with existing businesses and focus on synergy as a driver.                Ensure our children have access to well-funded public schools.

Improve schooling and increase ratings.

More community and sports centers.

Indoor sports centers.

Subway connectivity not only in downtown but outer parts of city.

Expand Winter connectivity in city through Subway and downtown extension                   

    Another large employer other than Mayo   Affordable housing AND hotels   Better restaurants and international restaurants that are unique and quality         

I'd like to see lots of trees planted - boulevard, parcels - everywhere - many trees have died in the 

past few years. This must be managed to get diversity.
                     

I wish there would be more jobs hiring recovering addicts with duo's. I've been sober short of 5 

months, I'm in a sober house, & I'm struggling to find any places willing to hire me

There are many recovering people that end up going back bc they lose hope when unable to find 

employment
                  

Hold a community event feature Tane Danger and the Theatre of Public policy to host a 

conversation on what people like about their town and what they want to improve.   They have a 

program already.

Craft distilleries, all year haunted tours and for neighboring towns, scratch bakery, fun downtown 

business like the speak easy
                Higher education campus more like other universities may attract more students.

1.  A real shelter for the homeless.

2.  Affordable housing.  Charging $1800 a month for an apartment is not affordable to many.

3.  Real night life and entertainment.  Things average persons attend

   Rochester and Minnesota overtaxes people.  We need to lower taxes not raise thrm    
Make holding affordable to someone making minimum wages.  Too many have too few apartments 

for minimum wage individuals.
             

More businesses that provide experiences for residents to do in town besides eat at restaurants 

and go to the clinic. Like the Puttery, interactive museums, outdoor movie theater/outdoor movie 

events

                     

More turf fields and sports fields                    more opportunities to learn in different school not just one.

idk idk                   

                      

I think Rochester should have more places for pets to play, for example i have pets like rats that i 

would love to take outside on their leashes but there is really no place where i can take them

I'd like a place where I can take smaller pets to play that way we don't have worry about big dogs 

when I take them to the park
    More affordable housing like the townhouses but a lot safer and secure

I feel like very cheap even dense living is going tohelp people who may very much need housing or 

may be in a bad housing situation.
          

                      

A clean city, a nice environment, nice people that there's no need for any fear or anything I guess??            
Like some people have to get junk food for it's pricing is better then more healthy so the pricing for 

healthy foods should be more cheaper and easier to access.
         

        Less restrictive zoning. Allow infill, non parking minimums             

    

If a job can be done remotely, the city should offer hybrid or fully remote work, but make it 

contingent upon living within the city limits or within Olmsted County. That would attract and retain 

talent. Perhaps make the city more attractive to remote workers through an offering like municipal 

broadband? Complaints about the city online seem to center on the lack of opportunities for 

younger people, from entertainment to educational opportunities. Could Rochester support a 4-

year, liberal arts college or university? Can Rochester offer more direct flight options, maybe even 

  

More mixed-use living spaces, where shopping is within walking distance to neighborhoods. It also 

seems like there is a lot of turnover in housing. When we were looking at houses, there were many 

that were selling every 2-3 years with few updates - we saw a lot of old plumbing, asbestos flooring, 

and asbestos tile ceilings. We couldn't find anyone to do remediation outside of MSP, and all of the 

newer housing was too far from downtown. That seems like an individual issue, but if someone 

cannot find a company/firm to do updates or remediation locally, it makes them less apt to 

  
Better options for groceries, like a Whole Foods. It would be fantastic if there were more plant-

based, vegan, or vegetarian offerings in restaurants, or fully vegetarian restaurants beyond Old Abe.
  

Can the city work toward becoming a Blue Zone? It seems like the city is mostly there, with all of the 

outdoor exercise opportunities.
  

I've heard a number of residents say that Rochester needs a good 4-year college, and that having a 

liberal arts school would also help to shape the culture. When we were looking into moving to the 

city, we were told to look elsewhere, because there is nothing for teenagers or young adults to do, 

except to go to MSP for entertainment or education.

Affordable housing, transit that provides better routing beyond to downtown    
Local businesses within each neighborhood  that are walkable. Strong downtown that serves 

visitors and locals
   

Would like housing options and pricing that would appeal to our children to return after college. 

Mix apartment options that are affordable.
           Continue to support public education in city.

Low-income, affordable housing. We are pricing new families out and keeping older families in their 

homes. We need an affordable option that isn't renting, but building equity and credit.

Our homeless population needs a place of safety and refuge. We need to increase access for people 

struggling with housing options. If we give people something sustainable, it will result in a better, 

healthier community.

    

We have seen major improvements in housing developments since my wife and I moved here nine 

years ago, but it doesn't mean it's affordable. Young families need access to this housing to stay 

here.

I don't believe property taxes are too high. I support higher property taxes that go towards making 

Rochester a better place to live. I also believe the taxes are going towards good things that help make 

Rochester a better place. But as a millennial, I've seen so many of my friends and people my age 

leave Rochester for the surrounding communities for more affordable houses. Once they are moved 

out, it's not likely they'll come back either. As the next generation that is laying down roots in 

Rochester, it's important we find a sustainable option that isn't paying double my mortgage in rent 

          

To create the best Rochester by 2050, invest in inclusive growth, innovation in healthcare and tech, 

sustainable development, education, cultural diversity, and enhanced community engagement.

Housing and public education are crucial for all students, providing stability and equal 

opportunities for academic success and personal growth, regardless of race or background.

To boost Rochester's economic vitality and growth, I'd like to see more support for small 

businesses, workforce development, innovation in tech and healthcare, and equitable opportunities 

for all.

Vital education fuels economic growth; healthcare ensures productivity, and housing stability 

supports well-being, creating a balanced community.

I'd like to see expanded affordable, sustainable housing options, ensuring accessibility for all 

income levels while promoting energy efficiency and community integration.

Middle income earners are often overlooked, creating housing insecurity.  Policies should focus on 

expanding affordable options for this group, such as subsidies or housing incentives.
        

I want equitable access to high-quality education for all, with investments in technology, teacher 

development, and support services to prepare students for a rapidly changing world.

    

Reduce property taxes and fees such as storm and waste water.  Fund the essentials and reduce the 

wants.  Eliminate the Mayor’s travel budget, no raises for the council, reduce the number of 

positions making over $120k a year.  Is a media relations person and a spokesperson for RPD really 

needed?

  Incentives for builders to remodel properties near the downtown core.   Not a city issue.  Stay in your lane.   We have Mayo and Olmsted Community; what more is needed?   This is again out of bounds for city government.  There is an elected school board.

A vibrant and engaging city center. Some place that is walkable, with plenty of activities on 

weekends, and embraces our waterfront, rather than hiding it.

I think about what makes other cities stand out, especially cities aroud the same size like Duluth, 

Sioux Falls. They have things to do and activities for people to do. Especially duluth has a lot of 

"character", you know. We have a river, and I know there's a lot of flood control, but couldn't we 

embrace that and have almost like a San Antonio style river walk to make excellent use of that, rather 

than making it just a piece of infrastructure in the city.

Provide incentives for new small businesses and encouragement to bring people down to their 

locations.
               Ensure excellent education and equal access to great school.s

entertainment Night life, adult entertainment such as mini golf, etc.                   

    

I am less concerned about our potential for job growth than I am for workers to be able to live and 

commute in an affordable and reliable manner. By partnering with the county and "ring" 

communities, less expensive property can be leveraged for housing, transportation, and hubs of 

human services.

  as above   

Rochester needs to be part of a "big picture" effort to educate and partner with regional farms and 

agricultural practices to support ample supplies of fresh, nurtritious, toxin-free, farm-to-table 

produce & crops that are grown in a sustainable manner... including groundwater & runoff threats.

  

While Mayo Clinic is not the only player here, we need to "hold their feet to the fire" to assure 

adequate and affordable care to their workers, residents, and transients/visitors. The most 

immediate crisis in my health world is the terrible treatment of and compensation for workers in 

long-term care. The current crisis is shameful now, and obviously (per demographics) will grow if 

not addressed at the local, state, and national levels. Senior housing complexes are in a slightly 

better situation now, the the need will grow steadily. A large investment needs to be made (starting 

  

Vocational training for healthcare is essential, as above. Coupled with this should be community-

building over decades regarding cross-cultural and "age friendly" sensibilities: respect for and 

partnerships across ages and differences. For lifelong learning, I question the current city 

configuration of providing senior services through the Park & Rec Department. This is not a logical 

fit, and has contributed to poor partnerships to date (not meaning to place blame on P&R 

leadership). Many other communities align senior offerings with Community Ed, and I believe this 

    this is fine   this is fine   this is fine   this is fine   this is fine

    Strong families supported by quality preschools and schools. New businesses, lower taxes   Lower taxes, more efficient use of public funds, dispersed low income housing   
Year round “farmers” market, nutrition education, fitness education and encouragement- like move 

with the mayor!
  Continue to support Mayo   UofM campus by RCTC

Investment in the community beyond Mayo.  Mayo is obviously an important part of our 

community but we need investment in businesses and organizations outside of it.

Obviously environment/green technology and green space is important and goes a long way to 

making a pleasant community to live in so that is important.  Rochester has long had a reputation as 

a 'boring town' and it would be nice if people had a reason to come here beyond the Mayo clinic.

                  

More downtown shops. Space for lease would have to be cheaper to allow it feasible for small 

business’. And free parking downtown.
   More downtown shops    Need more affordable housing. Not just more expensive apartments.              

no fighting and people using there cars and plastic less                      

Clean streets. Aide to homelessness.  More/better parking ramps near downtown
Often feel like some people are treated differently when they are visitors vs. Residents here.  Ww live 

here and can't be seen at the clinc

Look for business to bring to the area- make more jobs 

Figure out how to bring more stores to the mall and make it worth while
No

Have affordable living in Rochester proper

Sorry- but a 1 bdrm that is more than $800/month I'd insane.  Figire kt oit

The amount of money down and deposits can be frustrating- more help with deposit money for an 

apartment for persons who can afford the rent- but not 3x down just to be able to move in
          

Add a light rail or subway as a way of easier and better transport around Rochester. The parking problem may be fixed by the subway or light rail     Adding cheaper housing in Rochester areas to serve lower income familys            Adding a middle school to serve mayo

                      

                      

    It’d be nice to see a push for more people to work and at more places than just mayo.   
Taxes are so high, and that combined with interest rates are making it so unaffordable. It’s draining 

my own family.
  

I would love for there to be a more accessible way to get to the farmers market - parking and traffic 

is outgrowing the current space.
        

Stores like Crate and Barrel, Pottery Barn, Nordstrom’s etc. 

More restaurants.

Parks like the one in Delano

Branch libraries throughout the city or at least one outside downtown.

       Make sure we have enough affordable housing.              

More trails, parks, visitors center, community support for our schools                    Support for our public schools

City government should be supporting our residents. Too often, it feels like the opposite.    
If we have a vibrant, diverse, growing economy, we will have the resources to build and improve all 

the other areas.
                 

    Investing in schools. A university with programs that aren't geared only toward the medical field.   
Some tiny home communities have been successful. Methadone clinics. More counseling 

opportunities for substance misuse.
  

Pfas in packaging gone ASAP..Partnership between schools or libraries and local farmshare such as 

Featherstone. Mini organic, local 'farmstands' (like in airport but healthy and affordable) in schools 

or libraries. Healthy simple cooking classes(like how to wash, store, and microwave veggies for kids) 

subsidized by city as part of rec program options..Love the farmer's markets.

      

I taught for 15 years, but now that I am a mom there are so many options I wish I had .Option for 

half-day public/half-day homeschooling enrollment. More options for intervention during school 

day. More play in all grades..I love our community ed options. Maybe we could rally former teachers 

like me to offer subsidized interventions through it. Subsidize fees for teachers to get training at the 

dyslexia center here in town. Require it for one teacher per building in special Ed.

    

Remove Blacks Law Dictionary from use in all matters that concern the men and women of the city 

and our growth and vitality will be abundant.  Blacks Law Dictionary shall never be allowed to be 

used inside of city limits again and this city will flourish.  If leadership insists on keeping the use of 

Blacks Law Dictionary this city will continue to be a slave system, even when Minnesota's own 

Constitution states there shall be neither slavery nor involuntary servitude.  Sadly, Blacks Law 

Dictionary has allowed usurpation of our states constitution.  That usurpation must stop so that 

  

Affordable housing - Remove Blacks Law Dictionary and let the men and women in the city do as 

they must to build their own homes.  They do not need "permission."  The city is not their "master" 

when Blacks Law Dictionary language is removed.  ..Make the courts release all trust fund money to 

the true beneficiaries using the man or woman's unique CUSIP number.  The amount of funds 

available to them would allow them to find a home in no time!  The courts are not allowed to play 

with that money, unless of course, Blacks Law Dictionary is used. Since this city is getting rid of 

  
Tell all companies that sell seeds that GMO's are not allowed inside city limits.  End of discussion.  

Force the companies to have an alternative, organic food source.
  

Tell Mayo to reduce the cost of their care.  Tell them that the hidden technologies of ghost organs 

and frequency healing, ivermectin and other less expensive cures are coming.  If they wish to thrive, 

bring in ability to actually replace kidneys and hearts with the 3D built organs that use the patients 

own dna so the organ isn't rejected without anti-rejection drugs.  Dialysis is no longer required after 

the dna specific organs are transplanted into the patient.  They have the technology.  It doesn't 

make that overhead heavy non-profit any money for laundering so they can't/won't use it...We have 

    

Have more green spots in areas, as in more parks fields. Another possible way to improve our city is 

to more entertainment in the downtown area. Another thing to add could be improvment on the 

roads.

       Cheaper housing for people to live in, as well as have more houses for the growing population.              

Help for our homeless, create reasons to go downtown, more crisis workers to aid police, support 

for churches efforts to aid the community (I.e.,Ruby’s Pantry).
   Attract a robust variety of businesses to Rochester                  

                      

Working on the climate should be first and foremost. Rochester needs to go forward and planting 

thousands of trees to cover the city and create a tree canopy. Working on building outside of 

downtown.

The mayor and the city council like to focus only on downtown and Mayo Clinic. They don’t focus 

on going outside of downtown and building more things around town. We need to step outside the 

MAYO bubble and make sure that the rest of the city has the opportunities as the downtown has. 

And if I can extend on the climate change thing, planting trees is key for a thriving environment and 

air. Rochester cannot get this done. The city will not survive. The council in the mayor have to also 

look beyond downtown and focus on the people, including disable people, homeless people 

    

Affordable housing actually involves a house, not just an apartment and it needs to be made a 

adaptable to different people‘s income so they’ll be  services to make sure that they have a place to 

stay

Affordable housing is needed in every city in Minnesota and Rochester especially we have a lot of 

people that do not have money and needs more affordable housing so they can at least put their 

family in a safe place. And this is possible if we stop making things so difficult and just listen to the 

people in this town including cleaning up the town more this place is a trash down

Rochester seems to have a lack of good restaurants and a lot of these restaurants seem to close  

due to problems and this can be easily fixed by having more restaurants come to Rochester.

So as I said, Rochester needs more restaurants to come, but that also means you have to lower the 

rent and add more parking. And stop focusing on making Mayo Clinic happy do what needs to be 

done for the people in the city.  And since the restaurants that need to come are outside, we need 

to reach out to them and convince them to come to Rochester.

      

A great college have nice stuff for families downtown or anywhere in rochester besides MAYo     Housing it too expensive and houses break too easily and are too expensive to fix        
Mayo needs to be able to diagnose people better because I have  a lot of family members that have 

been misdiagnosed. Which caused there problems to worsen and aren't willing to re fund them

Mayo needs to actually care about their patients and not just ignore them because at first sight it 

dosen't seem like something is wrong with them at first
  

                      

            More vegan food options         

Please targeting more pedophiles instead of civilians, who are trying to help her community and 

protect children
                     

flying cars No                 More funding for schools such as DAKOTA. P.S. Please do Dakota.

Distributed public library or satellite libraries at minimum. sustained downtown investment for 

vibrancy and walkability. Expanded UMR presence. Start ups. Contracted garbage and yard waste 

pickup.

Additional academic institutions or startups would broaden the employment sector so that Mayo is 

not the only show in town
                

Sustained investment..increases early childhood programs. Also expand downtown colleges 

especially UMR

    Very difficult to find qualified job candidates for non-Mayo jobs. Also reduce taxes.   Safe neighborhoods. I don’t feel as safe in my neighborhood as I did five years ago.   
Food insecurity for diverse populations. Healthier options for all. Better understanding of religious 

backgrounds of others and their dietary restrictions
  City and county are very preferential to Mayo.   

Lack of teachers who understand and know how to teach kids with dyslexia. Since these kids are 

smart they compensate well but our kids so ok on spite of the barriers we put up for them. Ask any 

kid with dyslexia. Ask the experts at the Reading Center.

More resources for the homeless community. 

Keeping enough wildlife areas open and accessible to everyone.

Affordable housing. 

Addiction recovery resources

Building on the library     

Affordable homes not just apartments 

Housing advocacy groups to help the homeless population and to help first time home buyers

             

                      

    
We need more major industry advancements beyond healthcare but in high-growth areas. What 

happened to Journey To Growth?
  I'll leave this to the housing experts!   

Maybe expanded Farmers Market and associated education about quality of food and where it 

comes from?
  We already have the BEST!   

Desperate need for more/better child development. Expand programs such as Civic League Day 

Nursery options that use GOLD teaching methodologies. There should be one big coordinated push 

across the community for Early childhood research and solutions. It really is a crisis. More 

investment for programs like Cradle 2 Career.

More conservative values and thinking.  Less movement towards “cradle to grave” type government.

Our governing officials abdicated their duty to unelected bureaucrats and let those bureaucrats 

dictate policy.  The rules and lockdowns were way outside the scope of any power our elected 

officials had. The harm that was done to learning, business and trust is irreparable

Lower taxes.  It really is that simple.                
Accountability and transparency as to where the money/taxes is being spent. A renewed focus on 

educating and removal of social agendas.

Ensure public safety Repeat x5

Provide more funding for education Repeat x5
                     

                      

A raising canes restaurant, more cultural programs, Primark shop, and an indoor roller skating rink
There is not much for youth- (high school and college students) to do so I think a roller skating rink 

or other activity centers structured towards things teens like would benefit Rochester.
                  

You can create the best Rochester by not spending so much on projects that don't help the 

population of Rochester. Those blue and white poles from Mayo to the park are the dumbest idea 

you've had!!!

How many hundreds of thousands of dollars did that waste? Money that could have been used to 

lower our taxes!!!
    Housing costs are ridiculous!! A small home shouldn't cost $3-4-500,000!        What can be done to lower healthcare costs? Medicine is through the roof!!    

Why does the RSD have to keep shoving expensive referendum after referendum down our 

throats?!?!

a lowering of housing prices could help when it comes to our community. Almost all the people in 

my daily live all live in apartments cause they cant afford houses.
       I think housing should be more affordable    

I would like to see more affordable and nutritious food because currently I have a hard time finding 

affordable food that isnt junk
       make it so teachers focus on helping instead of leaving students to do things on their own

                      

Community green space, more transportation options, continued connections to state nature trails More centralized public transportation, easier to understand destinations and schedules                 Equitable access to all students, regardless of ability, to technology, teachers, support staff, etc.

new turn off the highway by jm high school        hskehd hhj     cheaper health insurance      

I would like to see a working assumption that everything the COR does moving forward is through a 

sustainability, renewable energy, and clean energy transition lens. + pedestrian and bike friendly.

Rochester has the opportunity to be a state and national leader in sustainability and climate 

resilience.
    

The City of Rochester must be creative and innovative to expand housing options across the 

spectrum, from low-income housing to homeownership for first time homebuyers, BIPOC, senior, 

and disabled.

Work with builders and developers who prioritize low income housing.
I'd like to see Rochester ban single use plastics - this would also help the sugary/highly caffeinated 

beverage problem. Rochester could be a city in which people prioritize growing their own food.

Prioritizing nutrition is one of the best things we can do as a community to support a healthier 

population.
      

roads. cleanliness. taxes. health services.    Pay, incentives, taxes                
quality education, small class sizes to allow more hands on and smaller teacher to student ratio. 

Better learning

    Its fine   Build a big appartment for cheaper housing for those that needed   this is fine   this is fine   this is fine

Rochester is already a great place to live. Maintain and fund what we already have, then save and 

prepare for future challenges.

Affordable housing is important to everybody, but I personally don’t know of any ways that city 

government can positively impact something that is heavily market influenced as housing.
                  

A safe community and good economy        
It needs to be more affordable and the affordable stuff shouldn't just be apartments it should also 

be in neighborhoods
             

An eminently livable city, with well-maintained infrastructure, high levels of public safety, and well-

preserved parks and other public spaces.

Homelessness is an issue, but it will not be solved through city action alone. The most important 

role the city can play is by ensuring compliance with the law, so that everyone's quality of life is not 

unduly impacted. Similarly affordable housing is important, but the best way to make housing 

affordable is by increasing supply by encouraging development and making that investment 

attractive. That can also increase the tax base, improving the ability to provide other vital services, 

such as public education.

Support the creation of small businesses. Incentivize investment. Seek to diversify the economy, 

building upon the critical role Mayo will play, at least for the foreseeable future.
Tax incentives are nice, but so is the reduction in other regulatory burdens.               

Please add a Popeyes and a canes in Rochester More restaurants would be great                   

Affordable housing. NOT rental units. Single family ownership. Houses, townhomes, condos, trailer 

homes.
Home ownership is the bedrock of a community. It creates pride and responsibility in its cit     Build neighborhoods similar to Elton Hills. Stop building McMansions.              

                      

I love the work that has been done downtown near the Galleria. However, the pavers that have been 

installed make it difficult to walk in the area. Less Mayo downtown would be great!
                     

Safety on bike trails, housing, homelessness, bike lanes to be moved to the outside on the streets, 

better parking at the Rec center.
   Beggars to be removed from streets and parking lots and made to get a job                Smaller classes and better pay.

                      

        MORE AFFORDABLE TOWNHOMES/APARTMENTS   Healthy foods         

                      

Better timed stoplights and safer intersections for pedestrians. Sidewalks in more neigh. Especially 

11th Ave up to Teton

The portions of town built in the early IBM years (1960-80?) have very poor pedestrian 

infrastructure, and are laid out poorly for getting around without a car. There are large portions of 

town such as Northern Heights and Fox Croft that have very little public gathering space including 

commercial areas.

    More affordable housing. More types of housing.              

    

Rochester has a significant gap between the Mayo and tech jobs vs “the rest,” and without 

investing in “the rest,” the city cannot handle the weight of Mayo’s growth. Housing prices are out 

of control and will continue to be as people come in, and lower-wage workers will be priced out of 

their own city. While growth is exciting, it’s also important to keep in mind that it can be isolating.

  see above.   
Funding from the state for schools has assisted here; channel one can always use additional 

support.
  

If other employers are like mine, health insurance c premiums are increasing exponentially each year, 

which impacts other household budget decisions and trickles into the city’s economy. Mayo does 

not serve everyone in our city, and my employer has indicated our costs are so high just so Mayo 

can remain in our network.

  

RPS needs more funding. I know this is at the state level (the lack thereof), and this requires 

referendums. The city and public can do better to get behind our teachers to support the district in 

a positive way and to look at important links between the schools and community colleges. In 

addition, the city can talk to teachers, not only district officials (who don’t know what’s happening 

in actual classrooms), to have a sense of what our children need.

Density, urban and transit planning that aren't solely Mayo focused
I don't know hownthe city can make the school board do anything. Density would help with the 

transit woes, though
Reducing reliance on Mayo as job creator and economic force via getting more/different industries Mayo has a lot of money but I hate that Rochester is effectively a company town.             Strengthen RCTC, navigate better STEM faculty/ staff wages, and either give up or put up on UMR

I'm looking for the urban core in Rochester, a number of development areas exist and serve a 

component of the downtown "vibe", but fall short of being the heart of our community.  It feels 

scattered

My vision for Rochester in 2050 would be to develop a new downtown that incorporates the 

various compenents of this urban center that are now scattered.  Develop a master plan that brings 

together etail, banking, professional offices, restauratns, a new Library,government offices and a 

performance venue to serve cultural institutions such as the Rochester Symphony Orchestra.  

Ideally it would be located somewhere near the Mayo Clinic, but not an intergral part of it.  Perhaps 

it could be West of the Mayo expansion and east of Highway 52.

                  

Cheap, abundant energy (preferably nuclear). Lower taxes. Decreased regulation to encourage 

business development and housing development. Focus on livability instead of foot/bike scores.
   Lower tax burden on citizens and job creators.                  

To improve Rochester, expand air travel options, expand green spaces, support local businesses, 

develop stronger connections with WSU & create more community events to strengthen social 

connections.

   
Bring in more diverse businesses, expand offerings at RST which would help bringing in more 

business and potential be a conference site for state-wide events
                 

                      

Support The Reading Center! Need more terrific resources like this; need performing arts center for 

all arts; Public early childhood education city-wide; easy (elevated) transportation/street car, etc
                     

We need more awareness about are own influence on how things turn out how people will struggle 

and fail if we do not help each other, that would be the biggest way to help the USA.
There is many people talking about if we want to survive as a country we will need to work together.                   

                    
Excellent public schools to match excellent healthcare.Better bussing options.Don't make all the 

schools exactly the same.Arts and language classes

    
Mix of employment opportunity beside medical / Mayo, like when had IBM and Mayo.  More mid 

size employers.  City to dependent on mayo.
  

more entry level homes, investors buying up houses and using as rentals and results in limited 

available to people trying to buy first house.   Less high density housing.
  

Lot of options currently available, but to many people looking for hand out and not doing anything 

to help themself
  

Even though have Mayo, locals are competing with world for appointments.  Takes me months to 

get a an appointment.   Mayo needs expand resources for locals.  Especially as they increase number 

of employees, it adds pressure to get primary care provider.
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Rochester needs to become an inclusive and welcoming community.

I sometime the feel the community is based on what Mayo wants and needs. We tend to forget 

about the other people that shape our community. Our community is diverse when it comes to 

ethnicities and people living with disabilities. How do they add value to our community? Do we have 

spaces that are accessible to their needs? Do we have jobs that can be structured based on their 

abilities and culture? Is there a way for all to play an important role in building the Mayo Clinic?

                
We need to be able to provide the tools and resources necessary to help each child have a 

successful learning experience including those living with disabilities.

    

We need to be able to park and drive downtown. While public transport is being pushed, many 

people have busy lives with work, kids that need to be picked up from daycare or school etc that 

just doesn't allow for extra time to be added to do things. .We could consider increasing minimum 

wage.

  

We clearly have an increasing problem with homelessness..Basic income has been PROVEN to 

decrease homelessness and joblessness by up to 70% and costs less than providing shelter. We 

also need to support families with affordable childcare. Closing of the Y was felt deeply and there's a 

void for underprivileged youth..We also need more affordable ways for people to not only rent, but 

homes people can afford as FT homebuyers. .There is a void on South Broadway that could be 

developed into a great neighborhood on the river, but it's just an old dairy plant sitting for 5+ years. 

  I love that our schools provide free lunch, but they need to incorporate local, fresh foods.   

It's near impossible to get swimming lessons unless you are a stay at home parent or on the website 

at 6am. Why can't the new pool at Mayo High be used in the winter for lessons? Taxpayers funded 

it, why can't we benefit from it. I'd like to see this kind of thinking across our city, amenities we have 

that are underutilized, but paid for by tax payers.

  

Community support of RPS is critical to its future and attracting new people. We have been missing 

that connection for some time. As a city, I want ALL kids to have an amazing education because they 

are our future. We need leaders who support our schools from all angles.

A more inviting city for single young people. Rochester is a city for career focused professionals, 

families, and seniors we need more life. Funding public transit, dense downtown, and walkability

I think Rochester needs better parks not just more parks. A rail line connecting Rochester to the 

cities/Chicago would be huge for Rochester's growth & would also strengthen MN economy.

We need to diversify our economy and move away from just Mayo. Making Rochester an attract 

place to live and get more people to move and stay here. Rochester is seen as a transition city for 

young ppl

   

We need to densify downtown more & especially with affordable housing options. More people 

downtown = more people going to businesses, less traffic and need for parking. There are so many 

empty lots

             

We need an excellent concert and performance hall for our wonderful symphony and the other 

great performing groups in Rochester.

We need strict prosecution for crimes but we also need to address the underlying issues that 

contribute to crime (lack of jobs and/or housing, addiction, inadequate education).  Sometimes 

rehabilitation is a better answer than punishment. Also, I think the bike paths are good but the way 

they are laid out on the streets, especially downtown, are confusing.

Good jobs available in many sectors of the economy. Adequate housing for lower income families. 

Good public transportation systems available.
               

Adequate funding of our public school system should be a priority. We should be adding 

educational professionals to our system, not cutting them. And music education should not be cut.

Staffed and funded public education, staffed and funded public safety, continued consideration of 

environmental impact of downtown development, commitment to preserving homes and spaces in 

historic SW

No                   

Balancing the needs of a world destination medical city for with things that make Rochester a 

unique, appealing, small MN city.  Avoid homogenizing the city to be like every other growing small 

city!

A clean, neat, downtown is critical. Patients and family walk around a lot downtown.  Affordable 

housing and elderly housing is really important but should likely be outside the core of downtown. 

 We need to preserve interesting, historic, unique structures and activities in the core of downtown. 

 Large housing structures of any type detract from that and from green space. Soldiers field should 

have easy access across the river to new businesses and mixed use buildings - but NOT generic, big 

box businesses.  Rochester absolutely must develop a unique character and flavor with unique 

Ultimately - education, housing, health care, infrastructure are dependent on a healthy economy.  

Mayo is the engine. We need to feed it with adequate educated, trained, employees in all roles

See comments above - a highly coordinated and aggressive program of recruiting/attracting and the 

training and housing of all levels of worker.  This needs to include language skills, work skills, public 

facing skills, focused work/job skills as well as transitional housing while in training and affordable 

housing once employed.  I’m not aware of a community in the country that does this, but we sure 

know what we’ll need, and we know how to train people - it’s just fragmented among a loose 

collection of institutions.  It needs laser focus and coordinated economic support.

Housing should be coupled with work force development.  It should be incentivized for working 

poor and lower wage earners who are in training and/or working.  Co-located social services - a 

community

Skilled but sometimes lower paying jobs are critical and often the limiting factor to providing high 

quality services.  Proactive recruitment, training, and housing should be combined along with ESL 

training if needed in a well structured, incentivized program.  It won’t be cheap but it would be a 

model for the country, and a huge boon to the local economy.  We have recruiters out looking for 

nurses and doctors, but if the support staff is short handed or poorly trained it degrades quality 

and service.  Don’t rely on RCTC to do one part and housing to do another.  It needs to be tightly 

          

                      

                      

We need to provide all levels of housing for the workforce and citizens of Rochester.Encourage 

services and businesses that can flourish and provide opportunities for citizens, visitors and 

patients.

When we provide too many bells and whistles without providing the basics that allow people to 

thrive, we get ourselves into trouble. Adequate housing, support services for the less fortunate, 

support for small businesses to thrive - these are the cornerstones of a great community. Bringing 

neighbors together, encouraging the community to form groups among themselves through 

church, ethic or neighborhood relationships can help provide enrichment and a feeling of 

belonging. Spending too much money on downtown decor sends the wrong message and leaves 

Provide incentives for new businesses and support current businesses struggling to get started. 

Remove barriers and encourage mentorship between businesses. Incentivize business dev in the 

core.

               

Partner with education leaders to get the funds to support personnel & infrastructure 

improvements. Support teachers with marketing campaigns aimed to inform the community about 

the good they do

    
We need to install a good work ethic and desire to work. Often there are jobs but not people who 

want to work.
              

I'd like to see more community run clean up opportunities. Advertised inviting the community to 

come and help with them. Free outdoor education of nature and community for free at parks and 

other areas. A monthly newsletter and email with the things that could be attended around the 

community, music, festivals.  Voting educational information on the different things to be voted on 

in a format that is easy to read, so you know the pros/cons of each issue in a quick review then a 

site you could go to to find more information on it. this would mimic the ballot but have the 

A government that is transparent, accountable, responsible and professional.  Have a dashboard 

that tells the TARP story with metrics.
                     

                      

                      

Continue to help and support local businesses. Free/low barrier activities for all ages. Current gap is 

for adults 25-40 without kids. Lots of family friendly events, but many do not have a family.
Na     

The cost for housing is high for even a middle class individual. Renting as a single person in the 

middle class is very unaffordable. We want employees living in town and using their paychecks 

locally

       
Local businesses have a hard time competing with large businesses when it comes to health 

benefits. We need more solutions/credits/assistance so local business can be more competitive
Na

I do not have kids, but many of my friends do. I have not heard positive things about RPS from 

either parents or teachers which is concerning. I don’t know the answers, but it is an issue to 

address

    
Certainly work with the Mayo Clinic as it is a large presence in this town, but be careful as there is an 

appearance that the Mayo Clinic owns the city government.
                

        High priority to all of the above.             

Focus more on the residents who live here year round. We feel unwelcome downtown and pushed 

out to the suburbs and strip malls. USE the downtown riverfront to create a walkable community.

Look at Appleton WI, Milwaukee, other cities built on a river. They USE the river to front restaurants, 

shops, other venues, plus parks, walkable activities, performance spaces. Besides the civic center, 

we can't see our river or get to it. Downtown has built away from it. Red Wing, LaCrosse, Lake City all 

do a better job. They use their waters to bring in visitors and tourists AND provide local residents 

with enhancements. It improves quality of life. Our river is hidden behind buildings and walls of 

concrete.

More diverse workforce. More opps OUTSIDE of Mayo. More welcoming community to immigrants. 

Look at IMAA. Why are they still so small and operating on a shoe string? City shd work WITH them, 

fund them.

My property taxes have gone from 2000 to 5000 in 15 years. Why? I'm not seeing sufficient added 

benefit from our residency inside Rochester. More imp, please do avoid catering just to visitors! It 

offends local taxpayers as we foot the bill. Look at RDA: all these initiatives to get folks into the 

downtown radius, but mostly it's just shop! eat! drink! Do more for families and couples who live 

here and have middle class incomes. The middle class is your backbone. Mayo's footprint keeps 

growing. Do we want to be dependent on just one corp? I know they say non profit, but they make a 

            
Fully fund RPS. Do not allow charter and private schools to siphon off funds meant for true PUBLIC 

education. Education is how we level the playing field for youth and pull them out of poverty.

    Teach Ramsey financial principles in all city high schools and offer adult classes in the evenings.   Build core neighborhoods and less high rise apartments.   Teach food rx classes.   Keep Mayo Clinic happy.   Do a national search for the best teachers and recruit them at all costs.

clean        idk              

A larger public library/community space

More attractions like an indoor/outdoor botanical garden

Clear pedestrian signage downtown/along 2nd street  (too many close calls with vehicles occur)

I think Rochester currently does a pretty good job with music events as well as community 

gatherings in the Peace Plaza area
                  

INDOOR water park - the city really blew it on this one. A Metropolis-type venue (Eau Claire WI). 

THERE IS NOTHING FOR TEENS.

A restaurant downtown that has a kitchen that is actually open late

There are NO restaurants downtown with kitchens open late. Where are theater-goes supposed to 

go after a 7 pm show on a Saturday. That is just ridiculous. We went to Applebees and it was 

crowded!  The splash pad you did was ridiculous. Do you never look to other cities for examples? A 

riverboat cruise tour along the zumbro. Better facilities along the zumbro and get it cleaned up.

                  

Better education, employment, entertainment and safety.

Affordable housing needs to come with safety in mind and surrounding property values in mind. In 

addition to youth activities, more  needs to be dine for young adult activities and entertainment. 

 Social services and public services need to be expanded to help with the homelessness problem.

We will only maintain our population if the economic vitality is assured. We need to have more large 

employers to not be so reliant on Mayo Clinic.
   

Housing needs to be accessible to all across the economic spectrum. Careful planning and design of 

housing options is imperative to ensure a growing and thriving community.

Regarding transportation, it is importantly to remember we are a small city surrounded by rural 

communities. Solutions must be tailored to our community and not copied from another larger city.
          

                      

                      

More fun places to go. Like an amusement park                      

    Robust employment, job growth, net population growth, poverty reduction, financial confidence.   Affordable housing.   Better nutrition.   Affordable healthcare.   Vocational training, lifelong learning.

                      

Better playgrounds, splash pads, better school ratings. More support for the mountain biking 

community.
       More starter homes available.              

Everything                      

                      

Affordable housing, affordable childcare, living wages, better transportation, higher taxes for big 

businesses and lower property taxes.

Rochester is too reliant on Mayo Clinic. We need to diversify beyond healthcare. Invest in bringing 

in industries that specialize in technology.
    

Property taxes are increasing too quickly. The owners have that as cash to pay towards taxes. Build 

more single family houses. Limit businesses from buying up single family homes to turn into 

rentals.

           More investment by larger businesses (Mayo) in our schools.

I am concerned that public safety is too often lacking in disadvantaged neighborhoods. We should 

have a lot more solar panels on rooftops and salute to Mayo for using clean bus transportation.
                     

                      

    
Support a wider diversity of businesses. Look into implementing a program like the California "Mills 

Act" to support the owners of historic buildings in our community. Rochester is too Mayo centric.
  

More projects like the Sherman Associates apartments across the street from the Civic Center.  

Provide good housing along the east side of the Zumbro, heading south from 4th Street.
  Teach and stress the need for good nutrition in our middle and high schools.       

More money for our once great public school system. Eliminate, restrict, or provide greater oversite 

of charter schools.

Downtown needs to be auto free. Let it be ringed by parking ramps and supported by trams, 

shuttles and airport-style walkways.

Our public schools need to be excellent. They need to be among the best in the world. Our 

university needs to be a business incubator helping students take ideas they develop in school into 

the global market and based in Olmsted county.

Focus on nurturing businesses that will compete successfully in global markets. Make Rochester 

interesting to people who create and work for businesses that compete successfully in global 

markets.

Remain friendly and supportive of Mayo, but be friendly and supportive of others that compete on 

a global market and that make Rochester interesting and rewarding for owners and employees of 

businesses that bring money to Rochester from around the globe.

              

                      

free public transit. Free public WIFI for everyone. have Rochester set a city wide minimum wage of 

$20/h.
       more lower income housing and we should have a tiny house village for the homeless.            more vacation time for school staff.

To create the best Rochester by 2050, focus on equity in education, healthcare, and housing; 

sustainable development; robust public transit; inclusive economic growth; and strong community 

engagement.

1.	Equity in Education: Ensure access to quality education for all, including affordable childcare, K-

12 schools, vocational training, and higher education. Expand digital literacy and technology access, 

especially in underserved communities.

	2.	Healthcare Access: Develop comprehensive healthcare systems, offering accessible, affordable 

services, including mental health care. Focus on preventive care and health education to reduce long-

term costs and disparities.

                  

                      

    responsible population growth and manufacturing jobs   affordable, energy-efficient and sustainable housing   corner markets that sell a variety of local produce and some occasional European goods   
a YMCA fitness center and an emphasis on balanced living (good diet and exercise); promoting a 

diet that includes veggies and sigh or egg whites
  

we need more reading programs and less tech program; also, the city could use more vocational 

training because it can be more gratifying to

The population of young adults with high functioning autism are completely falling thru the cracks. 

These young people can not find HOUSING that is suitable. Please give me more space to explain 

fully

The city has done a lot to help homeless which is
We need a more diverse economic base of industry. The entire town revolves around Mayo clinic. 

Need more support, investment in helping smaller home grown business grow
                 

                      

                      

    
Acknowledgement of the number of people in poverty or on the brink and reduction of poverty. 

This includes developing truly affordable housing.
  

Rochester needs housing that is affordable based upon what a person who works as a clerk at 

Walmart, or Target, or another low paying service job makes.
  Truly healthy school and senior citizen meals.   

Given the resources Mayo has, why is there very little community based affordable healthcare in 

Rochester?
    

        Densify downtown -- mixed use infill             

                      

money invested into the schools more paths                 better nutrition, more excited teacher, more funding, and less restrictive pinciples

                      

                      

Authentic community engagement and grass roots development.                      

Affordable housing, strong well-founded schools, continued growth in park and trail system        
Continue working to end homelessness in Rochester and provide affordable housing, both for 

current and prospective new residents
       Work to ensure all residents have access to high-quality healthcare      

make prices go less                      

Fully investing in our local schools. Affordable housing and pathways to homeownership. Flood 

prevention. Green energy investments. More and higher quality swim classes for kids.
                     

make school have only 4 days instead of 5 cause there is many kids who suffer depression cause 

they cant see there parents and much as they would like to.
no make stuff cheaper no               

    
Employment must count the number of decent paying private sector jobs, not government jobs or 

minimum wage jobs. ..
  

While I benefit from paper gains on my house.  I lose by my property tax skyrocketing over the last 

10 years.  This may force me to sell to lock in the paper gains and move to a more affordable city.  

Not measuring by housing price but property tax burden. ..I’ve voted for 95% of every 

school/county request over 30+ years.  No more.  I am forced to vote against every request, every 

politician who supports asking citizens to support growing their budgets.

            

Preserve green spaces as we grow. Increase accessibility for those with disabilities so all can be a 

part of the community. More third spaces for adults that don’t revolve around alcohol

Peace Plaza really demonstrated how ignored the voices of disability advocates are in our city. Many 

warned of the hazards of the planned design, but were told it would be fine. Now, it has been called 

a debacle at a city council meeting. Involving local residents with challenges of multiple types 

(wheelchairs, walkers, canes, limited vision, etc) and taking their feedback seriously can help prevent 

another Peace Plaza and make Rochester a city that is welcoming to all.

More non-medical employment opportunities, so that Mayo spouses have somewhere to work, 

making physician retention easier. Neighborhood small businesses for locals to enjoy.
                 

                      

Housing with monthly costs of $800-$1600 including ownership, public transit, robust 

community rec sports for kids and adults not only club sports, more family activities
   

Continue to support local businesses including our robust hospitality and medical but also 

expanding into more diverse businesses like manufacturing and IT.
                 

                      

better school system        ummmmmm    to have bigger school lunches and try harder to make them taste good because they are kinda gross        
have some chosen classes in middle schools and better and better school lunches and better 

tasting food

stop building things no thanks         more healthy menu options at resturants no cheaper health care?! no have more class options

Better bus/public transportation with more reach & more frequent schedules, more affordable 

public pools & consistent messaging about when they're open, more restoration of native plants 

across city.

I like to exercise in water and can't afford memberships. Soldier's Field pool increased their prices 

and Silver Lake Pool had very unclear hours and ended the season long before summer temps 

ended. 4 times this past summer I drove there only to find they weren't open.

Help ensure more livable wages - companies are underpaying their employees. Better resources for 

those dealing with unemployment.
   

Townhomes r too pricey, property taxes r too high. I'd like to see more SAFE area rental options 

which r affordable, and greater ease & affordability in purchasing a home. Right now it's daunting.
             

Dealing with the homeless situation better. Get them out of downtown and the parks where 

children play
       

Make affordable housing affordable! Paying over $800 per month for rent is not affordable to 

people that actually NEED affordable housing
             

                      

                      

Driving is a privilege and the way people drive in Rochester now is horrible. I drive professionally for 

a living and I’ve been in every state except for Alaskan Hawaii Minnesota is by far the worst.
                   

We need to be teaching our kids how to live a life and we’re not. They’re learning things that they’ll 

never use in their lifetime everything so electronic nowadays what’s gonna happen when that  go

                      

Less taxes        
Lowering taxes so home owners can afford to stay in Rochester, lived here 30 yrs and now I may 

have to leave town to stay afloat!!!!
Lower paid people can’t afford to live in town now!!           

Home care for seniors living at home. Enhance care options for seniors who can't live at home. 

Improve public transportation options for individuals who no longer drive. Increase affordable 

housing.

                     

Affordable housing, fun world restaurants aimed at mid income (likeTaco Jeds), more outdoor 

activities: mini golf, kayaking access, natural swim spots, Be dog friendly: in parks, restaurants...
Love our community education!

Invest in smal businesses such that we have economic diversity. Treasure our service workers. Be a 

leader in green energy - new businesses, housing, attitudes; encourage all residents to participate.
               

Qual public schools - kids experience diversity as well as receive a great edu. Sports+Arts equally 

funded and accessible. Good food for brain/body. Affordable childcare. Strong adult + continuing 

edu

        Affordable housing             

Need to increase interest in service organizations, housing-need adequate affordable housing for 

the workforce, need significant improvement in standardized test scores, year round recreational 

facil.

                     

                      

I'm using my first amendment right. sigma sigma sigma sigma sigma sigma sigma sigma sigma sigma 

sigma sigma sigma sigma sigma sigma sigma sigma sigma sigma sigma sigma sigma sigma sigma sigma 
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sigma sigma sigmaSigma sigma sigma sigma sigmaSigma sigma sigma sigma sigmaSigma sigma sigma 
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My father is a doctor and day after day he sees patients placed into horrible debt because they have 

gotten into accidents that weren't even their fault. Healthcare is a scam in this country.
no rizz+balkan rage+German stare+still water+those who know+what the sigma+ the rage

The Rochester Public School Administration has placed unfair bans on us students such as the 

phone ban. They are punishing innocent children for wrongdoings that they have never done.

Things for kids to do.  Mini golf, waterslide, affordable housing        
Affordable housing.  Property taxes are a a joke and being that they might be raised again next year 

is stupid.  Can't afford to live in this city
             

everythings fine vro no                   

Get rid of all the progressive liberals on the city council who are ruining our city.                      

A community center (like 125live but open to families with kids), another library location, an easier 

was to cross the city east to west in a car, more affordable community education classes
       Property tax is too high, there are too many luxury apartments not enough affordable options              

Keep housing economically feasible. Fix the bike trails and make more of them that are safe not on 

the side of the road. But more money into 125 Live and make it bigger, it is growing like crazy.
   

Since covid and destination medical center construction it has  really taken a hit to our downtown 

businesses. Try to be more thoughtful about that in the future. I already see everything happening .
   

A couple of senior living communities with single housing that are all sustainable with pool, exercise 

area, community area.
I agree that devolopers need to have an incentive to build cheaper housing.           

                      

The City of Rochester should change its plan of building a new building at the current public works. 

The City would be better served by building a south location, better servicing both sides of town.

A lot of time driving from one end of town to the other would be lost with only one location.  Most 

equipment owned by the park and rec travels at under 20mph. To service the south end efficiently 

more trucks and trailers will have to be added to the fleet to transport the equipment.

                  

                      

                      

Engaged people, Adequate resources, and shared vision that benefits all who experience Rochester. 

Sustainable infrastructure, Ethics, Security-EMS, Justice, Work, Hope, Leadership

Fair process to prioritize public & private sector goals/needs. Safety across cyber and physical 

assets.
                  

Opening the doors to investors from different cultures,different age groups with ideas awonderful 

idea to providing the opportunity to put character is definitely positive addition

When I drive my car in downtown Rochester, I see something great, wonderful, and creative in the 

urban boom in the city. Just moving in the car from one street to another street, you see that you 

have also moved in time from the historic landmark buildings to the advanced modern buildings. 

This change and how to mix it were genius ideas from those in charge of the development. 

Rochester blends the spirit of the past with the present. This is a great thing without abandoning 

the heritage because it is inspired by the history of the city

                

Education is very necessary to create a conscious and responsible generation The current education 

system must be changed and experience of other advanced countries in this field must bebenefited 

from

            
I like the idea of cambodian (south asian) agricultural center to teach and reap the harvest of 

traditional vegetables, spices and flavors.
        

                      

                      

Affordable housing in terms of single-family homes AND apartments/townhomes.  Rochester seems 

over-focused on apartments only in recent years.
   reduce property and sales tax, encourage more business development.    

Leverage any resources available to encourage more housing development and ease barriers to 

home ownership -- reducing taxes in particular and simplifying the permitting and development 

requirements.

             

                      

                      

                      

An understanding of how people currently use and want to use infrastructure

While it's important to have minorities and women in all levels of government, that doesn't mean it 

should only, or even primarily be formed of such.  Ideally the % of such different categories should 

be reasonably close to the % of those categories in the population.  Also, membership in one of 

those categories should never be more important than competency.  In all occasions the mose 

competent candidates should be hired

No suggestions at this time                  

Since almost everyone owns a dog, it would be beneficial to have more dog parks and friendly places 

that dogs can also attend. Build up the variety of shopping stores since we lost many during covid

Too many homeless and drug deaths. Crime is too high and there is no trust for items being stolen 

on our own personal property. Could be a police department issue? Need to address the drugs and 

mental illness problem as that is huge in the community and way too many people are dying from 

overdose. Sucks trafficking is also an issue and I really hope people don't turn their face away from 

these problems.

    
Housing is not affordable to many people that live in the city because Mayo clinic has overtaken the 

purpose of the city. Hard for residents here to live as costs are higher

Utilities are super expensive in the city limits, how can we lower utility costs to make affordable 

housing for homeowners manageable?
          

Support for small businesses and local businesses with improved promotion of them and more 

people going to them.

Definitely a roller rink like in the 80s - kids & adults need more fun options-please!

More small homes, townhouse, and condo options that are near resources like grocery, trails, etc. 

and that are actually affordable, not 250-500k
            

Full access to healthcare when needed for everyone, no matter if they have the insurance or money - 

everyone deserves to have access to healthcare options in life.

Rochester does not have control over healthcare costs, so some of these questions or options are 

misleading when being answered. Rochester can support better discussions between insurance 

providers and healthcare systems to reduce costs and improve accessibility to this basic human 

right.

  

I would say like the way some of the places look in Rochester like downtown like i feel like that 

should be fixed and should look better
                     

Greater support for youth programming by the City, as happens in many larger cities. Schools can't 

do it all, and cities have the ability to set property tax levels, schools don't, without a vote.
                   

Financial support by the city for exapanded access to youth programs for families who can't afford 

or who live in low income areas.

I think one of the biggest things we could do is provide more housing for the homeless and their 

families.
       Build more housing. Especially for the homeless.        More financial aid. Lower costs.    Provide more funds for public schools.

Less litering
Rochester has almost any other public transportation you can really only drive everywhere and we 

should have something like a train station.
I think there should be more money put into different places like schools

Some of the schools struggle to help out their students with lack on funding so with funding there 

are able to help their students out more
              

                      

    Job growth…continue to support mayo and bring in other industries   
Require affordable house with all new hour projects and support agencies new and existing that 

work with the homeless
            

A 24/7 Emergency veterinarian service (Blue Pearl is temporarily closed & the nearest location is over 

an hour away) & a more eclectic nightlife downtown.

Downtown needs should offer more to serve community interests to a diverse demographic. Most 

of what we have are family events. What about places for college youth and singles? Some examples 

include eateries with more vegan options, art galleries, open late coffee houses, live performances 

outside of festivals, and night clubs. It's wild to me that Rochester is the third largest city in the 

state, but the best attractions have to be sought in the Twin Cities.

N/A N/A               

                      

                      

More family attractions

Better sport facilities

More shopping options

               Affordable    Smaller class sizes

Access to helping others. As a mental health therapist I think there should be a community of 

professionals to help guide people to the many different resources in Rochester.
       Allow homeless shelters so that people have a place to sleep            Ensure people are having access to education but don’t make it free

By 2050 Rochester needs to add a large component of affordable housing, create a surplus for 

educational work to be done for our schools and aftercare programs, and finally investment in the 

down town

       
lower and middle class housing options need to be created and help with property tax rates for 

those in rochester that are working to maintain their homes.
             

making more housing, not making housing so much for people. stop building businesses that are 

not needed. help people in schools
   I would like to see helping homeless get jobs, expanding more jobbing business.                  

                      

Lower property tax        More truly affordable housing for middle and lower class        Be sure it is available to everyone      

More affordable housing for people who don't work at Mayo.  Move through fairgrounds away 

from the center of town to allow for more benefit to residents living near it.
                   

If the major employer in town depends on people to work and live nearby, maybe more should be 

expected in terms of tax revenue from said employer.

Building incentives for the diverse growth of the local economy will be the underpinning of all else. 

Attracting new businesses and employees, especially those outside of healthcare.
   Create incentives for businesses in industries outside of medical to grow in Rochester    Encourage the development of new housing to support the increasing population            More higher education (college) and options for younger children such as daycare

Provide more affordable housing. Repeat x40

Ensure access to affordable childcare. Repeat x 10

Establish a Rochester Performing Arts Center.  Repeat X6

Provide a rich calendar of cultural, arts and music activities. Repeat x8

More educational opportunities for audiences of all ages and skills. Repeat x7

Provide community “third” spaces. Repeat x16

Offer sufficient social and mental health services to serve public need. Repeat x 17

Establish and operate a community center or gymnasium x6 (might combine with item 6 above)

Provide community resources to address poverty, including food, clothing and housing. Repeat x5

                  

                      

                      

Extend school lunches to 1 hour. 

Have cheaper colleges. 

A stutue of me

No thankks     es khw3brjjhev         no

    UPS store downtown       More diverse food options (vegetarian, vegan, halal, etc.).More healthy food options         

                      

    Fill up empty buildings (Restaurants)   Affordable housing in walkable neighborhoods (like West Circle)             

    
I work with adults with felonies. It is very difficult for them to find employment. So many of them 

just want a second chance to get their life back.
  

Rochester just keeps building me and more expensive housing. We need more affordable housing, 

and housing for people with convictions.
  No comments   No comments   

Respect parents' rights to teach their own values about sexuality to their children. Stop pushing 

controversial agendas on our children, and especially stop the sanctioned hiding of it from parents.

more trees I don't need to expand my answer                   

                      



To sustain a growing community we need to develop our downtown district to promote businesses 

downtown and not have the space slowly occupied by Mayo Clinic

Having strong connections with universities help to enrich the community within.  I think that we 

should  continue to integarate with University of Minnesota as they also have plans for expansion 

having purchased some of our downtown landscape.  Are there ways for university organizations to 

get more integrated into the community.

This is important to ensure we continue prosper as a city.  We need to see what can be done to 

attract more business to come to Rochester for a robust community.

We do need more opportunities for the public to access items like a pool outside of June, July and 

half of August.  Swimming is a lifelong healthy activity and important for individuals to learn to 

swim.  Currently there is limited time to access the pool at the REC center, your only other option is 

expensive membership at the RAC which is out of reach for many.

currently there is a housing shortage that is reasonably priced.  We need opportunities for this to 

help with those workers who are needed as supportive roles within the businesses in town

Many of the business opportunities are in the Northern part of our city and we should expand to 

make all quadrants vibrant with more liveable communities.  It is very difficult to get from some 

locations in Rochester without your own mode of transportation such as from east to west.

        
Continue to invest in our public education system, are there more opportunities for training into 

the trades without needing additional education outside of high school.

                      

Diversifying the economy beyond healthcare and the Mayo Clinic        

There is no pathway currently for young professionals to buy homes in Rochester. Most people 

under 40 that I know are buying houses in Kasson and Byron because they have been priced out of 

this city

             

By 2050 Rochester needs to pivot from the design and structure of a small town that has gotten big 

to a proper city. This means many things, but one of the biggest is on developing neighborhoods.
   

Most problems are solved thru growth creating either direct solutions or the economic assets to 

solve them. It is critical that Rochester grow for profit business environments that enrich and 

expand

Rochester can go all in on America’s city for health and medical, but we do need to diversify 

employers
              

Supplying people with the proper things to live in this wonderful city.    I want the people of Rochester to be financially able to remain here for as long as they please.                The schools don't get enough money and some of them are in debt.

#Accessibility #AccessibleHousing #AccessibleStreetParking #CurbCuts Fix the sidewalks. Rip up the 

art walk of the plaza at the void called the Heart of the City put in smooth surface. New library.

Coordinate with others to make the Zumbro  clean enough for swimming and safe if you swallow 

some water.ng.
    

Density with accessible affordable housing near grocery stores. Attached or underground garages 

not costing extra rent (foolish dream of course).Age-in place housing universal design. Mandatory.

ACESSIBLE housing scarcely exists and what there is already is occupied. Smaller elevator buildings 

with good sound protection, top grade windows, energy efficient, sustainable, generational housing 

that lasts 50 years or more should be what’s built. Don’t let builders build any more McMansions 

until there is enough missing middle and absent accessible affordable housing is built. Make the 

build the city we need not what their profits wil be maximized building with subsidies and tax 

breaks for whatever they want to build to maximize their profits off the backs of labor (lower than 

          

                      

                      

                      

A more diverse city with both women and minorities in upper level management at the city level.   

Paying more attention to zoning laws so home owners do not have to sue to stop construction 

projets

When we pass laws make sure there is some type of inforcement.  On a personal note ban 2 to 25 

feet leashes on the recreation paths .  All animals on a 2 foot leash.
        Using private charity feed the homeless.        Free tech schools.

                      

Another warm water indoor pool to replace the Y pool.

Affordable housing - especially for seniors.

Parking ramps.

Lots of downtown walking spaces.

Live music venues.

New pool at Silver Lake.

                     

I think that Rochester needs more entertainment and less homeless in Rochester by 2050
I also think that Rochester needs more place for kids to go and better education for students to 

learn
            lower cost on medicine that people need at a lower cost so people can afford it      

in Rochester of 2050 I wont a btter no                   

                      

they should make stuff cost less                      

                      

More transit. None                   

Please help create a dignified culture by asking more of all citizens. Holding each other to a high 

standard gives all of us dignity. Things like littering seem small but long term lead to degradation

We shouldn't sacrifice safety of many for the sake of a few. I can appreciate the challenges of those 

facing homelessness. Simply ignoring this problem and allowing camping in public parks is a 

bandaid that will lead to more long term damage to the community at large. I would love to see 

investment in these folks to reintegrate into a place of health, but the drug use and littering should 

not be tolerated, for anyone, regardless of situation.

        
Mostly this would pertain to the place where the city impacts this the most: schools. Please focus 

on things like this in place of gender progressive policies.

Many of the headlines I read about RPS have centered around needing funding and around new DEI 

policies, most specifically related to the current policital climate surrounding gender identity. I 

would like to see RPS detach from the national narrative and become a place where we focus on 

health from a lense of agency. Where we encourage physical activity in school as a priority, and we 

pursue teaching children healthy eating habits (all kids want to eat candy, yet that is bad for them). 

These things will serve the public much better in the long run than simply adopting the current 

      

    

Leverage assets and grow the high tech economy. We discover intellectual gold in Rochester, and it 

gets moved to the coasts: CA, NC, MA, or TX where there is deep expertise and $$$ to grow 

businesses.

  Yes, all of these.   
Yes, all of these.  Compost stations like drop boxes at grocery stores. Driving a weeks worth of 

peelings all the way to the Dump each week is senseless.
      

Start vocational opportunities earlier. What are your dreams for the future? What does it take ( 

education, shadowing, internships paid and unpaid, research to learn more) to accomplish your 

goal(s)?

                      

Make the city PEOPLE focused, not business focused, car focused, etc. Include ALL people, 

especially underrepresented people, not just privileged or wealthy. Be welcoming and climate 

resilient.

Housing and transportation costs are too high for less privileged residents.     
Build more housing without excessive sprawl, increase density, but most of all create as many new 

housing units as possible as soon as possible.
             

More downtown parking, more familiar restaurants such as Golden Corral, replace more of the cut-

de-sacs in town that seem to always be overlooked, more cops to catch the speeders, more places 

to fish.

I meant, most of the cut-de-sacs, like where I live in the 3400 block of 16th Ave NW, the pavement 

is so cracked, chunks are popping out every week after the garbage trucks come thru. And when the 

city plows snow, they always push the majority of it into my yard and I find pieces of asphalt left 

when it all melts.

                  

                      

                      

I believe that the overall fitness of the world will slowly start to decrease so I hope that it will be easy 

to be fit and healthy and that the prices of healthy foods will be less than unhealthy food
           I want the future to be very healthy and thrive in that field.        Keep food free, improve pay to social workers, and Produce smarter individuals.

Drive in Movie Theatre

Museums

Bullet Train to the Twin Cities

Better Concert Venue with larger acts (Music, comedy, etc.)

Airport to fly to more destinations

       

Better options for affordable housing

More single family houses

Extend the limits of the public utilities past the existing locations

           
New or renovated schools 

More incentives to keep good teachers in Rochester

Make more stores and stuff Also add more transportation options and make school lunches better                   

We need to create an environment that encourages houses of different economical levels for 

working employees. The outlying area of Rochester has plenty of Lahr lots for large houses.

Rochester will continue to grow towards the smaller communities and they will continue to grow 

towards Rochester. With us, we need to have an understanding of how do we interact as future 

suburbs and the impact that will benefit both Rochester and those smaller communities

    
There needs to be a balance of entry-level apartments and houses along with move up houses and 

more luxury but not extreme luxurious apartments unless they are downtown
             

The focus of Rochester leaders needs to switch to the residents. By creating healthy and content 

opportunities for growth and wellness for families,we will lead by examples to the guests and 

visitors.

People of Rochester need places of belonging. There will be different needs for different people. I 

feel that Rochester is often a battle field of different interest groups and I would like from the 

leadership of this town to focus more about bringing people together, less on their own agendas. 

There is definitely a huge need for an indoor pool, more community activation, more events. It is 

hard to see questionable investments, and yet essential needs are not being met.

                  

walkable, vibrant neighborhoods and downtown core, strong mix of businesses, not all time and 

attention focused on Mayo. investment in infrastructure.
       

safe, respectful housing options for all income levels; please help with unhoused individuals; more 

control of airbnb rentals in neighborhoods; mixed generational living
             

Diversify employers, thriving downtown, arts/culture, a variety of housing price points, beautiful 

public gathering areas, shift the culture of city staff to make it easier for business and residents.
                     

A low cost gym that is accessible to everyone.
The low cost gym should be be centrally located so that it's easy to reach via public transportation 

and include private space for some to exercise
    

Affordable housing for low and middle income families; more resources for people experiencing 

homelessness.
       More resources for people who do not have health insurance.      

Traffic control at 52 exits and 65th st NW. it is almost impossible to turn left when getting off 52 

n/s. Also so kind of cross walk (flashing light ) on crimson drive for the kids that walk

Kids that walk to school from the neighborhood have no crosswalk and cars are not paying 

attention. Flashing lights would help the traffic notice when children are trying to cross the street. 

Traffic and 65th is getting worse and making travel on that street worse and cause more accidents.

                
Provide more money and resources so teachers have supplies they need and class sizes are 

reasonable

Need to deal with the drug dealers coming into our community.  With the legalization of pot, I'm 

afraid the drug issue is going to become an even bigger problem than it already is.
               

I'm concerned that Mayo Clinic is only interested in the dollar.  There are going to be many people 

unable to have access to or able to afford healthcare.  As a senior citizen, this is very concerning
   

Our public school system is broken.  Throwing more money at it isn't going to help.  We need to 

emphasize more vocational training as not everyone is college material.  We need skilled labor.

Lower prices, free opportinities for everyone do to something they love, free school that teaches 

extra classes
free activities for anyone to enjoy, more open free gyms for anyone to use             less expensive health care so anyone can access their health necessities      

    

We need more affordable housing.  That is NOT part of DMC or Rochester’s long term plan.  Scrap 

the next ten years of this horrible 20 year plan.  You’re half way in- we have more homeless than 

before we started, we haven’t brought new patients IN.  As insurance covers less, fewer and fewer 

are going to be coming to pay out of pocket.  The schools are worse than ever.  What happened to 

this huge surplus of tax money DMC was supposed to bring in to upgrade out school and 

education system?  Nothing.  We had to get a bail out from the Mayo Clinic.  Test scores are worse 

  

We have no affordable housing.  Stop building crap only a doctor can afford.  When you have to 

have a roommate to be able to afford a place to live, your community is not inclusive or welcoming.  

Sure you can get a housing grant if you’re poor or a refugee- but what about the everyday nurse 

who has to live in a shit home because she doesn’t want a roommate and doesn’t make enough to 

get a better place that is twice the monthly rent now.

  
Nothing about Rochester is affordable from our grocery stores to the restaurants that are closing 

down monthly.  It’s not a sustainable community to make a living in.
  

Mayo Clinic is NOT affordable to those who live here.  How do plan for those with insurance that 

see Mayo as an alternative or out of pocket choice 💸. .We just finally got a pool the community 

can actually swim at, but look at the cost for a family of 5 to spend the day at the pool.  Do you 

honestly feel that is a reasonable fee.  Unbelievable.  You wonder WHY the smaller communities are 

better.  Not hard to see why.

  

Our schools are horrid.  I spoke to a boy who graduated from high school May 2024.  He has poor 

English skills- grew up whole life in Minnesota. He doesn’t get the difference when writing their or 

there.  Seriously.  He was unable to read a research article and grasp the main point from it.  It was 

written at an 8 th grade reading level.  No- I can’t give him a job.  How are kids graduating High 

school with skills like this.  He is t the only one, we see it all the time.  The school system is failing 

the children in this community.   I had a student from Bloomington come in- exact same skills 

More green spaces, a comedy club. More neighborhood dining/drinking options in actual 

neighborhoods, amongst residences. Public transportation lasting all day and weekends. Shuttle to 

twin cities

More focus on neighborhoods, not just downtown. Block parties, art fairs. Concerts. And maybe 

events that go later than 7-8pm. Less goose poop at the “lakes”
                Pay teachers more, smaller class sizes, more specialized learning opportunities

Affordable housing                
Affordable and accessible healthcare. This includes dental care, for both kids and adults without 

kids.
   Better pay for teachers

accessible (disability) parks, Soldiers field golf course should be 9 hole, convert rest to park, nature 

trail, dog park, river walk. get rid of Rochesterfest (keep investing Experience Richester)
                     

We need STRONG public schools that are well-funded! Our community needs to support our school financially.  We are severely under-funded locally.                 The business community needs to work closely as a partner, both financially and educationally.

I used to take my kids to the free musical programs at the library--miss that.  Better downtown 

driving.  It's so frustrating to get around and the city has removed lanes.

The first one is too vague to be meaningful.  I would like more cultural options like the free family 

previews for civic music.  I have an autistic teenager, and it would be great to have things for him.
                

No Woke agendas in the schools.  Access at all three high schools to vocational options (there is 

nothing at Century for auto mechanics classes this year).

upgrade to better hockey rinks let schools take more field trips                   

                    Keep politics out of schools. Teach life skills

    supporting small business start ups. More parking downtown.   normal priced housing, safety           

reduce technology in favor of hands-on education.  decrease teacher/student ratio and give more 

resources/bonuses to those teachers that show proven success. Increase benefits to successful 

teachers to improve job satisfaction. Provide support for children and their families.  Provide more 

arts education! I have seen a growth in tech and business classes since I was a student in RPS, and I 

am grateful for this.  Emphasis on high-demand jobs in the future outside of a traditional university 

degree is essential, like the trades.

Upgrade the john marshall football equiptment and staduim. make the john marshall highschool 

better. make a nfl staduim so we could have nfl games.
more police and first responders.tax cut. lower price of producE     add more apartment complexes add sports complexes           

                      

        Riverfront development all the way down pat of Oakwood to Silver Lake Park             

                      

                      

strong schools, affordable housing    
people need to be able to earn a wage that can support the cost of living, housing costs are 

pushing low wage earners out of our city

I am reluctant to say that economic vitality is best developed by giving incentives to large 

corportations.

housing is pushing out renters and entry level home buyers in our community. invest in the work 

being done by First Homes and Dave Dunn's office.
           

strong cities have strong schools, schools can be the unifying force in a town, keep that small town 

feel by supporting your local school, we need a strong workforce and that comes through strong 

scho

cheaper food                      

                      

    Poverty elimination   Right-sized, affordable, thoughtful, part of the surrounding fabric, multi-generational   Affordable, sustainable   Accessible     

    
Rochester is in desperate need of not mayo jobs.  We’ve got to have a secondary industry of 

manufacturing or something.
  

When mayo residents and employees are given 0down home loans and financial incentives the non 

mayo family cannot compete in the housing market.  With the removal of the 90 waiting period 

before corporate investors can purchase property the Real estate market is a bidding war. The 

current market is vastly overinflated and it is completely unsustainable.  It will crash unless the city 

sets limits and regulations

  
Expansion on fairgrounds for permanent spots for farmers market booths.  It would provide better 

sanitation and access for fresh food from local communities.
  No health care is affordable.  Insurance is run by greed not care   

New south high school.  Mayo hs is a money pit.  We should have vocational high school and a 

prep high school. More college classes in last two years.

free vbux for all
the vbux depression in Fortnite is bad so I need more vbux because I have 0 right now so I want 

some free vbux.
more free vbux for all nah I'ma do my own thing               

                      

Families know more about gardening and choosing healthier low salt/sugar diet.  Encourage trades 

education for young people.
                     

A better education system.
Just improving education in general and getting funding for schools. I want to see the education 

system improved, providing the right level learning for everyone.
            Make it more affordable for everyone    Providing fit level learning for everyone.

Improved road & parking access to the downtown and Mayo Clinic buildings--should 2nd Street 

SW be a one way?

Visible police presence & clean streets/neighborhoods

Strong job & public healthcare access

There should be shopping and entertainment downtown, with better access to visit this area.  I am 

currently avoiding it due to poor traffic management.  I think parking in low cost ramps is fine vs. 

parking on street and causing additional congestion/lack of visibility for pedestrian vs. car.  We 

need to find ways for all citizens to contribute to the health of the city, and public infrastructure 

jobs with benefits should be available for those with low education or disabilities.  Invest in the 

health and education of adults via (no or low cost) public health and adult education courses (in 

No adults should receive public money without working or going to educational classes to learn a 

new job. Create as many jobs as necessary for services that a city can use.
       Already shared above.        

Public Health needs to have a much more visible presence in the community to give 

education/provide ongoing support on healthy living and help problem solve when individual 

needs are unmet

A more diversified downtown and more opportunities for young people to work and live here.
To bring people here, we also need affordable housing, not luxury apartments. Also need to keep 

our green spaces green. Coming from the west coast, density in communities is NOT the answer.
More diverse work places that pay living wages. Not just health care jobs.        Better restaurant options, better selection of grocery stores and more accessible.          

            More restaurants       Improved education.New high schools

Keep Rochester as that delightful combo of cosmopolitan city (because of all the interesting people 

who live there), with small town charm (because it really is still a small town).
   If economic vitality is a priority, many of the other challenging situations will solve themselves.        

Support organizations like Community Food Response, which rescue food from the waste stream 

in order for people to have access to it.
         

Direct flights to more cities- Denver for exp. 

A better variety of music. Bands from the Twin Cities.  Earlier concert and comedy show - 6pm 

instead of 8, 9, 10.  

Stop "giving" apts to homeless

I don't feel the answer to the homeless situation is "giving" them apts.  Or storage space to keep 

more "stuff".  If they legit have a money problem and are willing to work that's one thing.  If it's 

addiction or mental illness we need to make them follow up on help with that.

            
We're so lucky to have Mayo Clinic.  

Dental care is costly

It's true that our nursing homes and senior living facilities need more good help.  Too bad we can't 

pay CNAs a more competitive wage so they are able to keep the good employees so they don't leave 

for better paying positions

Just be sure we are funding our schools - it's important for all of our future.  And for new families 

moving to town.

Great schools, affordable neighborhoods, fun activities for people of all ages, job and cultural 

opportunities for people of all backgrounds.
I'm not sure about tiny homes but creative housing options are indeed needed.

Economic vitality encompasses many of the other areas. I.e. We need to use a lens of justice and 

sustainability in order to have a thriving economy as our climate and demographics change.
               

We are fortunate to have great post secondary education partners. We need to fund our schools 

for the workforce of the future and to attract businesses to our community.

Ideally Rochester needs affordable housing and mental healthcare to help decrease the homeless 

population.

More affordable and transitional housing, more relaxed zoning laws could help with this. Mixed 

use zoning  could help eliminate food deserts as well.
                  

Support for niche subcultures like geek culture, goth culture, punk, hippie, and more cultures for 

people to be able to find their tribe. It can be hard to make friends in Rochester.

I think grants to business that support certain subcultures could work,  More spaces for people to 

be. Rochester is an erudite community, we need to lean into that instead of denying it. A 

community calendar would be great.

    

More low cost options. More mental health care facilities to help people experiencing 

homelessness due to mental health and I'd like to see more people experiencing homelessness 

getting housed.

I'm concerned more with unhoused people than I am with people affording homes. But I would like 

people to be able to afford homes. Both homelessness and the wealth gap are systemic problems. 

I'd love Rochester to look as systemic solutions.

          

All of the following are important: natural resources, education, economic vitality, sustainability, 

housing.
                     

                      

Full campus University of MN Rochester (all programs extended with athletics). 

Parking ramps.

Professional basketball team. 

Roller skating facility. 

Parking ramp at 125Live.

                     

We need to fully find public education, protect outdoor space & stop fundamentalists. Mayo Clinic needs to support its citizens                 
We cannot continue to be last when it comes to finding our public schools; we need to retain and 

attract the best employees to build our future & teach our kids.

                      

Dear Mayor Norton,

What I think is very important is more housing for the poor and for the workers who are building 

these very expensive houses. 

More green space- less deforestation.LGBTQ Awareness !

I also think that there has to be more therapists in Rochester. And about Housing both St Paul and 

Minneapolis are having building projects for the poor.  One is Through Habitat and the other is 

refurbishing  old empty office buildings. Why can’t Rochester do that?

    Housing for the poor These answers have already expressed my answer     
It has to do with not enough therapists. Even the department of psychology at Mayo Clinic doesn’t 

see patients. If you wanted to see someone at OMC you have to be seen by a physician at OMC.
Yes, alternative healthcare is Must!   

Less apartment complex’s and more affordable single family homes.  School funding needs to be 

increased.  Less projects like the peace plaza that need to be redone
We need the most qualified candidates                   

Affordable housing. Home ownership incentives. Lessening the amount of homes owned by 

corporations. Transit and active transportation.
Increase diversity in public discoutsr     

Incentivized home ownership. Prevent corporate landlord. Increase condo and townhome options 

for ownership. Mobile home parks
             

                      

Would like to see more outdoor spaces. One thing that the community needs more of are 

mountain bike trails

As the community grows, continued focus is necessary on outdoor spaces to promote health and 

wellness. Specifically bike trails, to include mountain bike options are a great way to improve transit 

options and increase physical activity. Lebanon Hills in Eagan is a great template for the caliber of 

park space I believe our community is missing.

Access to parks, trails, public pools, affordable indoor recreation.                  

Amusement park

Water park
           

Raising canes 

More parks
No it’s all good       

    
Find people or organizations that will build non-profit housing..Seek out companies that will create 

more jobs in Rochester.
  

Find people or organizations that will build non-profit housing. Mayo Clinic finds billionaires to 

build Mayo Clinic buildings. The city can also search for people to building housing.
      

Salaries at Mayo Clinic have gone through the roof for many professionals. Unfortunately, you can 

not do anything about this. The extremely high salaries directly cause Mayo Clinic healthcare costs 

to sky rocket.

  

Education needs to start in elementary, middle, and high school. Unfortunately, Rochester citizens 

do not want to pay higher taxes to fully fund our schools. I do not have a problem with higher 

property taxes for schools. You need to find a new way to message about the benefits of funding 

our schools.

I think what is needed to create Rochester to the very best point is having respect, kindness, 

responsibilities.
   stop raising price                

I think our education area is at a good level right now but, what I don't understand is why are we 

learning about things that won't be needed in the future? We should focus on things that are 

helpful.

                      

Better, more affordable parking for the workers. I know that you want more visitors  downtown. But 

the workers a paying an incredible amount daily to try to make a living. It's far to expensive .
       Housing availability, housing cost, and rental costs              

less car traffic heading downtown, more alternate transportation options  available to get 

downtown and around town .  I would like a more walkable city,  narrower streets with slower traffic.

Investment in housing is good, but also investement in neighborhoods.  Don't let developers buy 

out neighborhoods and then run down the housing that's in that neighborhood.   I think there are 

a lot of activities downtown, it's just a hassle getting in and out of downtown.

well, we all do better if we all do better.  So increase minimun wage and make sure  all can afford a 

place to live and food to eat.
no

I would like you to protect the older neighborhoods and not allow them all to be torn down for 

developments/rentals.  Have grants/loans to help people in the older neighborhoods revitalize their 

homes

I don't think more affordable rentals is always the answer.    Affordable single family homes with 

families will do more to help with a sense of neighborliness in Rochester.
          

Rochester has to be a tech hub in line with Mayo's Bold and platform strategy. We need an 

integrated info hub that show heretically major initiatives such as DMC, Bold, RPS Strategy, 

Housing work.

Technology enablement of collaboration amongst city county and major agencies.     
A housing portal that shows number of units being planned, how many are still needed, what 

obstacles exist to make these units more affordable.
Don't forget we need to have a web portal to show housing metrics and availability status.         Civic - how government works. World culture. Ethics.

less pollution and more homeless shelters            it'll keep a lot of hospital beds open for people who really need care    give the working people more benefits and keep the beds open for people who are actually sick      

One year mandatory service before age 23 for example one year mandatory service club such as 

Kiwanis. Reward: free transportation or shared vehicles, free lunch, pay me for my thoughts
                     

prioritizing education at all levels, affordable housing, environmental sustainability, and the ability 

to welcome all kinds of visitors and folks moving to town
   less reliance on Mayo, access to well paid jobs, access to higher education    more multi family AFFORDABLE housing.              

Lower property tax on small businesses in Rochester. Maybe a tax incentive for the 1st two years as 

a small business is trying to establish itself. Too many close their doors shortly after opening.
   Tax incentives for businesses that are not yet in Rochester.                  

Safety and parks We need water and toilet access for park plots/gardens especially Zumbro and River road gardens.                   

Support for diversity, arts, MUSIC, law enforcement.  Places to relax, play, eat and learn.                    

A strong school system builds community and attracts businesses that invest in the community 

and creat jobs.  Plus students have more exposure to arts and music to better prepare them for the 

future

                      

More transit options, activating downtown zone for community events (not just Peace Plaza), 

more housing options in variety of price points
   

A variety of employers, in all parts of the city. Limit development of low/er wage places - fast food, 

retail.  Help diversify ownership of business and workforce.

Develop programming so low-wage or under employed adults can improve job skills and career 

pathways. There seems to be some opportunities, but not sure if they are reaching people who may 

be interested or need them.

              

Better accessable and affordable housing that is safe.  

Fun,live music and events that create community 

Sidewalks and roadways fixed timely

Continue bike trails work

                   
Don't limit education, by banning books or being afraid to teach history that is accurate we don't 

do better if we don't know better.

Approve new development downtown instead of preserving the old buildings

Too often the Historical Preservation Commission is given sway by our City Council over new 

development that would bring in/broaden our tax base. The buildings they are saving now sit empty 

or are under utilized instead of being used or torn down completely so that the developers can 

build new.

    Continue with a mix of market rate housing and low income housing throughout Rochester        
Make sure everyone who lives in Rochester has access to basic or wellness medical checkups on a 

regular basis and if a medical condition is identified in someone they can get further treatment for it
     

The soul of a city is its downtown. We need to create a culture of lingering.Cafes, bakeries, shops, 

galleries, bars, reasons to spend time downtown and linger.  Walkable vibrant life, day and night.
   We need a wide diversity of businesses.    more affordable    NA          

Continue to accept legal immigrants into our community when we need additional workers .  

Continue to train the police officers so they do not misuse violence when arresting a possible 

criminal.

                     

I suggest that our community should add more fun places to do. The only areas I can think of are 

the Rec Center and Air Insanity; eventually people will get bored of them and stay home in bed.
           

Maybe reduce inflation on prices of nutrition so that it is affordable to at least a majority of the 

population.
         

    Vibrant downtown and other businesses besides Mayo and start ups.               Bigger university presence.

                      

Better transportation system allowing better access to area resources in the community for our low 

income families. Affordable Housing and housing for large families.  Affordable daycare providers.

Affordable youth activities is needed for middle class who do not qualify for help yet cannot afford 

to pay the full price
    

People cannot afford to buy a home any longer in Rochester.  We need to assure home ownership 

is equitable across all communities in Rochester

My family was able to purchase out first home through Rochester’s First Homes Program offering 

grants and low interest loans to offset the cost.  More programs like this would really help families 

across Rochester invest into our community

    
Set up community pop-up clinics around town going to areas of low income and bring ethnic and 

cultural sensitivity staff to the people
     

Affordable housing for the young and old. Parking. Later transportation for late staff. Transparency 

in government. Affordable entertainment for locals and visitors.
           

Make sure all people can afford nutritious food, kids, elderly, etc. More nutritious variety in 

restaurants.
Not sure what local government can do about prices, but nice idea.     

Education is very important for our children's and adult's future. We all need critical thinking for 

any problem. We need to make it more assessable.

    Convert more of Apache Mall to unique types of food concessions.   N/A   Answer 1         

            More healthy restaurants (but keep Corona's)         

    Strong manufacturing, agriculture along with health care.  reduce long term homelessness.   
Support options and choices for people to decide how they want to live.  House, Apartment, farm, 

condo etc.
  Support locally/regionally grown food.   The best health care available but able access the level that is needed at a reasonable cost.   Very high quality k-12 and easy access to 4 year and vocational training.

Widen streets and put in turning lanes whenever possible. 

Missed opportunity to widen congested street when Red Cow at Berkman Luxury hotel built. Could 

have widened that street and benefited all.

Every intersection should have turning lane  on both sides so traffic can move freely instead of 

getting stuck behind cars waiting for pedestrians to turn. This seems like common sense but even 

as construction is active the final product here in Rochester is narrower roads and conjecturing.

                  

More high-paying jobs in education sector. More designated bike lanes to downtown or more high 

speed rail/bus integrated in city.
n/a                   

Bury power lines, invest in adequate rental units, infrastructure geared towards people friendly 

transportation and encourage close to zero car on emissions, low cost access to justice,
                     

                      

                      

Service to its residents which includes lower trash costs, better snow plowing, limb pick up, better 

schools.  These are basic services that every other community in which I lived provided.

The taxes here ae way to high for the mediocre quality of the services we receive.  My waste pick up 

at my home is 4 times the cost of my prior communuty because the community bid it out so that 

one hauler picked up all homes in the neighborhood.  We also had an annual Spring Clean up pick 

up, and bi annual brush pick up.  Out snow plowing was also substantially better with the city 

owned sidewalks cleaned far better.  This was with 3 times the annual snowfall.

    
Faster, easier permitting.  More responsive city staff.  Greater use and promotion of TIFF for 

redevelopment projects that add affordable housing units. Brownfield redevelopment help

Permitting for housing and costs for water and sewer hook ups should be cheaper for affordable 

housing and based on what level of the AMI that the development will target.
          

we need the kkk members to be stopped and the bad police officers be fired from there job and 

parents that actually monitor there kids more stuff to do out here
like racist people need to leave and there was a few kidnappings happening so yea                   

                      

                      

I think it would look a lot nicer if there were more trees in the area or if there was a large park 

downtown!
                     

Housing that lower income families can afford.

Programs for those who are homeless to rebuild their lives and get back to the work force.
                     

    
Poverty reduction where you can live on earnings from one job, have and have affordable child care 

and health care.
  

Affordable housing on transit lines and/or safe bike routes and safe sidewalks.  Encourage home 

retrofits  to reduce energy use and all-electric buildings in new construction.
  

Locally grown and community garden opportunities with groceries where people live by addressing 

food deserts.
  More health services offered in shelters and affordable health insurance.   

Better funded public schools and more vocational training.  Plus better funded affordable  and 

accessible early childhood education.  More community based ESL for adults.



We NEED a gay bar/LGBTQ+ bar in Rochester so that queer people can have more fun, vibrant, and 

safe places to meet. I would also love a rooftop garden, large music venues, and more literary events.
I agree with all of the above, but I think we have plenty of family friendly events already.

We need to help those in Rochester experiencing homelessness find steady jobs and secure, 

affordable housing.

Definitely agree with the "Everything closes after 6pm" answer. We need more businesses open 

between 6pm-12am.
We need more affordable housing in Rochester to ensure that everyone has a place to live. N/A           

                      

Dedication to the many people who call this home, including folks who don't work at Mayo. 

Diversity of voices. Utilize local resources and people for projects.
   

Support small businesses not just the downtown ones. 

More forward thinking about downtown.

Affordable housing

           

I'd like to see a way for small business owners to come together to offer insurance to their 

collective employees. 

In a town like ours no one should be without basic access to healthcare.

With mayo in our backyard insurance is extremely expensive here for those of us who don't work 

there. If the city continues to invest in Mayo without considering how it affects everyone else there 

will be no one left to support the economy.

  

                      

More public transportation options or ways for people to walk to places. More things for teenagers 

to do that are safe and supervised. Inclusion of different languages not just through interpreters.
                     

Rochester should have more buildings and more fun places to go to, including things that people 

would want to go to Rochester for.
                     

Places for community building - where the community can connect and collaborate with one 

another.    A city this size should also have branch libraries.
                     

First things first, getting RPS out of debt would likely lead to better improvements in the schools.
Better attractions in the city would lead to a more fun family experience. Better parking downtown 

and better public transport would also be much appreciated.
        Better fresh fruits and vegetables.    Make it cheaper.    Better teachers and a better cirriculumn

                      

                      

                      

                      

                      

Employment/ housing choices, honest government that is fiscally responsible, traditional business 

growth along with cutting edge medical companies that compliment what Mayo Clinic is doing
       

Choice of housing options using private building along with investments by governments to assure 

growth

Too much emphasis has been put on downtown Rochester regarding housing. People want to live 

other places rather than downtown Rochester
          

cleaner public areas Building more bike lanes     More affordable housing        Making healthcare more accesible      

                      

                      

    

Diversify the Economy so Rochester is less reliant on Mayo Clinic.Provide start up capital and 

operating loans for small businesses.Continue to provide additional employment opportunities 

that pay a livable wage.Reduce real estate taxes on both commercial and residential 

properties.Maintain a favorable bond rating.Increase the local option sales tax

  

Provide more senior affordable housing options.Increase public support of First Homes, 

community land grants, etc..Throw out the entire Planning and Zoning team and begin anew.Reduce 

the number of zoning ordinances and building requirements.Increase the number of beds and 

services to accommodate all homeless.Create a new model to better serve those with mental 

disabilities

  

Increase support for Channel One and other like programs.Make city and county public land 

available for community gardens.Support an expanded "Meals on Wheels" program.Offer free 

educational programs on food resourcing, prep, nutrition, etc.

  
Create a Rochester/Olmsted County insurance option.Foster better Mayo and Olmsted Medical 

Center collaboration and partnering.Provide an affordable public health and recreation facility
  

Increase support for Pre-K childcare and learning opportunities.Subsidize daycare providers to 

make childcare affordable 24/7.Encourage Mayo and other business and industry to cover the cost 

of two years of public higher ed..Support ways to increase the high school graduation 

rate.Financially support public alternative learning programs and tutoring services.Increase funding 

for the History Center, Quarry Hill Nature Center, Oxbow Park, etc..Encourage Mayo to create a 

world class Medical Museum.

More homes for middle class; regional transportation; monorail or street trollies (not subways); 

Keep and expand trails & bike paths; concert hall w/ easy transportation; affordable downtown 

housing.

                     

Decreased cost of living and taxes, equal support for public and private schools, continued 

commitment to safety, environmental beauty and cleanliness

Equal support for those who choose private education vs public schooling; not pushing personal 

values/agendas in the school system but rather a focus on the academics and education structure; 

currently, we have affordable in-home daycare but it is still very costly.  Would love to see more 

support for in-home daycare as there are limited options available.  Ideally, cost of living would be 

able to accommodate a household with one working parent to that kids can be supported in their 

earliest years by their parents rather than triaging that to others.

        

Perhaps a community-owned greenhouse that could offer more variety in winter months to be 

grown locally rather than transported from across the country; limits of pesticides and other 

chemicals

   Access to healthcare that is of good quality, accessible to all and affordable      

                      

LESS TAXES.

LESS WASTEFUL SPENDING BY THE CITY GOVERNMENT.
LESS TAXES. LESS TAXES LESS TAXES               

Safe, affordable place to live for all age groups. Ample jobs for those in the workforce and broaden 

it beyond just medical to have other more technology jobs.

We need to focus on affordability and taxes which are rising enough to price out some of the 

retirees despite the money to stay here. We also need to diversify beyond medical and medical 

biomedical technologies which are too focused at this point. Look at other technology areas that 

are up and coming over the next 20-30 years

Starting around age 16 for the next 60 years. People need jobs to be able to sustain their type of 

living and even after retirement, need some way to contribute and volunteer in the community

We definitely need more non-medical technology and manufacturing jobs similar to when IBM was 

prominent and pemstar and others. There is some diversification with Western digital and other 

ones at the what was IBM now technology campus, but we need to continue to bring in many more 

of these

        

It's a given with mayo here that will have some of the best health care in the world, but need to 

make it accessible to more with the health insurance fiasco that we're caught up in including 

Medicare

Make all reasonable health insurance options usable and accepted by mail   

                      

Heated sidewalks.
The city owns the sidewalks they should maintain them themselves and not put it on homeowners. 

 Either remove the snow yourself or heat them during snow and ice to keep them clear.

A financial advisor would suggest to invest in the stock market for retirement.  I think the city 

should do the same.
       

Make healthy foods more affordable or unhealthy foods more expensive by taxing the heck out of 

them.
       Property plan and fund it in your yearly budget without constantly raising our taxes to do so.

Improve neighborhoods so that they are walkable to services such as food shopping, restaurants 

and shopping. Most neighborhoods require to cross busy streets such as West Circle Drive, 41st 

St.

Improve quality of neighborhood walkability to services so that they are not pockets of residential 

housing that require walking through man made
                  

We need to continue to bring the community together with focused events, opportunities, and 

gathering spaces.
               

We need to continue and promote Mayo Clinic and OMC and other healthcare providers in our 

own market and elsewhere as a destination for tourists and the visitors of our own residents.
   

We need more consolidation and dissemination of positive educational opportunities. The city 

should promote opportunities across local media platforms (like the Post Bulletin, etc).

We need to support families and those who are struggling. Better services for the unemployed, help 

the homeless to become part of our society. Help those struggling with mental illness and 

addiction.

Help for local small businesses. Fewer barriers to starting new small businesses a     
350-400k is not an affordable house. Stop bending over backwards for developers building luxury 

apartments.
Assistance to help people keep their homes in the face of riding costs     Health services for those who struggle to afford them. We need to work together with healthcare providers to ensure access for everyone. Ensure equitable access to education for all income levels.

                      

                      

We need more affordable family-friendly activities. Indoor waterpark, bigger/better parks & 

playgrounds, etc. Also, curbside brush and organics pickup provided by the city!

My family loves free or affordable community events. It's a wonderful way to experience other 

neighborhoods in our city, as well as meet other families and support local businesses. Movies in 

the Park provided by Pops Theater is one example that we absolutely loved this summer. Rochester 

needs more of this! Community-building, cheap/free and welcoming activities/festivals for all. We 

also loved the Rochester Music initiative and Down by the Riverside.

Promoting and supporting small businesses in Rochester and surounding areas. Making Rochester 

an easy and positive place to create/run/staff a small (or large!) business.

This sounds more like economic variety than vitality, and I am on board. Mayo is obviously 

essential to our city, but having more options is always healthy for any community! Mayo should 

welcome more big businesses and corporations to share in the development and success of 

Rochester as a whole.

            
Pay raises for teachers and supporting staff. More community support in general, and educating 

the public as to WHY good schools are vital to a successful and healthy community.

    

I think we are doing ok here, except in the poverty reduction area. We have so many who are so 

wealthy, and then there are those who can't make ends meet. And the growing number of homeless 

people is alarming.  I think real estate downtown has pushed too many small businesses out, to the 

point that there's really nothing much for locals to want to go to in terms of shopping. The few 

shops in the Galleria are not generally enough to draw locals downtown. It's too much hassle.

  

I know this is being worked on, too. It can't be fixed overnight but it is a problem that needs to be 

continually watched. People need to have homes, but we don't need to be building ghettos, either. I 

have seen some cities where there is a collaboration with the trade schools and they receive funds 

to purchase homes within existing neighborhoods, fix them up, and make them available at an 

affordable rate for those with low incomes. This puts them in good neighborhoods for a better 

chance at success. Maybe we should look at these programs.

  

This is important, but it's more important for parents to have paychecks large enough to feed their 

own children. We can't be doing everything for everyone. We have to help them do these things for 

themselves. There is a pride in doing so.

  

This is a nice idea. I'm not sure it's financially feasible. I know a lot of young people who have 

decent jobs and still can't afford to see a doctor because their deductibles are just too high, so 

they are paying for health care plans they can't afford to take advantage of. This isn't necessarily a 

city responsibility. Everyone wants to focus on the jobless, the homeless, but we are not helping 

the low end workers who are paying taxes to help everyone but themselves.

  
We need to treat our teachers better and figure out how to create better learning environments for 

all students.

I believe the Rochester community would benefit from investments into a community cultural 

center that could be used by various community  groups and nonprofits to support a greater sense 

of belonging

       
More affordable options for single income households, those with disabilities, and seniors. 

Creative solutions like tiny homes, pocket communities, and ADU's should be invested in.

We need more of all different types of housing, but especially less expensive multi-family units 

such as townhouses, multiplexes, and row houses,
          

A vibrant, walkable downtown area with thriving businesses that draw people to the area from all 

over Rochester, from areas around Rochester, and enhance the experience of visiting people and 

patients

Support for schools is essential for those who live here.  A much more vibrant and successful 

downtown is what would create the unique character that we would like Rochester to have, 

because it would then be available to our visiting patients and friends.  The downtown is where a 

city's identity and character is defined.

    
Grants or loan assistance for people to improve their houses, expand to add bedrooms, or 

renovate derelict properties would be highly beneficial to the city

There is a lot of housing stock in the neighborhoods near downtown, but the houses are small, old, 

and commonly in need of renovation. The city would benefit overall if there was financial resources 

for homeowners to improve their homes in the close in areas like Kutzky Park, Eastside and 

Lowertown

          

Better support for local businesses such that they can compete with the corporate backed 

bussinesses
       

Consider community based set of Tiny Homes (small square footage} which would be available at 

low cost and/or funded by the city

There are options to allow the building of Tiny Homes by local builders which could end up being a 

win-win situation
          

Lower tax No hablo inglis     chicken nugget purple NO I WOULD NOT thnbv mnhcg , mhgckhfc       

An education system where 85+% of HS grads have grade level mastery of math, reading and science 

and have had at least one class of civics and of personal economics

The Post Bulletin on August 31st in the article "Rochester shows improvement in 2024 MCA 

scores", proficiency in math, reading and science was 41.8%, 49.7% and 37.6% respectively.  None 

of these areas were above 50% proficiency!  If you broke the results down by race, you would see 

that some racial groups didn't come close to being as high as these incredibly bad results.  K-12 

education provides the economic and civic base for our culture.  This is an emergency that 

everyone is aware of and just seems to accept.    The 2024 "improvement" the PB article talks about 

                

Our youth get one shot at a K-12 education and one shot only.  I know I am Johnny-one-note on 

this issue, but I do not understand how we can put up with such results year after year. It can 

change!

More teenager friendly spaces and reforming RPS school system indefinitely
I'd like us to reform RPS system because it is the leading cause of anxiety and depression in 

teenagers. And even young children are affected by the terrible school system.
            Correct diagnoses and actual care for patients      

we need to ensure our city infrastructure is resilient to face climate changes and support 

businesses, restaurants, cultural events and activities for Rochester residents of all ages to enjoy.
   

support for diversifying the economy beyond Mayo Clinic with focus on businesses that priotitize 

Rochester resident needs  not visitors
   

more housing options for all ages and stages and family structures. incentives for empty nesters to 

move to more accessible (but still affordable) housing to open housing stock for families
           

local property tax support of education, partnerships by city and county and businesses in 

response to what public schools say they need for students not the other way around

                      

We need a library to the north and south of town. More affordable housing would be terrific as 

well.
       If possible, all rent for a 1 bedroom should be under $1,000.        

I am no expert in this area, but I have a friend who has worked in a different city for 2 years in 

healthcare and still doesn't have health insurance. She makes too much for medicaid. This is wrong.

Everyone should have access to affordable healthcare even if they don't contribute to society (I.E. 

the elderly, extremely disabled or mentally challenged.

I am a public school teacher. Hopefully the referendum will pass in 2024 and then in 2034 and 

beyond so all will have access to the services they need in order to excel.

                      

Entertainment options - new multi purpose arena - concerts, sports, events. Communities such as lacrosse and mankato are getting more entertainment
It can be expensive and cost productive to develop in Rochester. High fees, lack support of local 

developers etc.
           Healthcare and insurance in our community is great but very expensive.      

    

Employment and job growth I believe is good.  If you keep allowing non citizens to be here 

undocumented then you’re going to get more poverty and more crime.  Doesn’t take a rocket 

scientist to figure that out. Stop letting Mayo run everything and make them pay a portion of taxes.  

They are like the government itself and is corrupt.

  

Come on how can you have affordable housing when the city’s taxes are ridiculous.  Again this 

comes down to making Mayo pay their share.  They will rent affordability to their residents but not 

anyone else.  Yes I work with mayo people and their housing.  I know what they charge.  STOP 

LETTING MAYO RUN EVERYTHING!

  

When you can get a processed cheeseburger for 1.50 but a salad will cost you 10.00 there’s a 

problem.  Government has never wanted affordable, accessible, balanced, and nutritious food 

sources.  Those don’t make money.  Sick and obese make money for mayo.

  

There is a way to get affordable care, Yes, there is a portion of mayo that is nonprofit however, 

mayo is a business which makes millions and millions dollars a year and you allow them to not pay 

taxes which hurts our city. If Mayo actually was what they started out as we would have affordable 

care. We all know that when Mayo feels threatened that they may have to pay taxes or pay anything 

else they will threaten and they will get away with it. You have shown the people that this type of 

stuff that you’re doing right here does not matter. Mayo is the only important thing

  

We pay for the educational system through our taxes.  Even the elderly who shouldn’t pay for it still 

do.  Stay out of education and let the schools themselves take care of this.  If they are to high then 

people can go elsewhere.

Vibrant downtown with accessible public transportation. Environmentally friendly. Homeless 

population gone because needs met. No inequality for people. Great schools.
Need to balance preservation with new         Food shelves and meals for students when not in school accessible and able to address all needs        Strong community education programs. Public schools well funded and staffed.

                      

                      

1- I worry about fate of the stores shops as it will be difficult going down town for many years.    strive to keep downtown a place people will want to go even if thay arn"t a patient or employee                  

        
Possibly building more one level ( (senior - friendly) affordable residential homes near shopping 

non dependent on owning an automobile.
            

                      

Adopt "Ranked Choice voting"

Divide City into Solid waste collection districts, each assigned to one hauling firm, to halt the 

multiple trucks on every street collecting trash.

Remove Silver Lake dam

Increase support for Quarry Hill, the Parks Dept & City tree maintenace.     

Assure that housing constructed in suburban areas is has water, sewage & utility services 

connected to city services or is compatible for prompt connection to the city when such services 

are extended.

             

More affordable & workforce-affordable housing, not necessarily single family dwellings. Also a 

"brush dump" facility for down trees and limbs-needed more now because of increased severe 

storms

   
Encouragement and help so that there are more & diverse companies in Rochester, better in the 

long run
                 

Eliminate need for cars to reduce traffic. More buses, light rails. Best in class and affordable 

daycare. 1st year family leave. Best in the nation in education. Free to achieve what you want.
                     

More family-friendly activities- more pools, community events, etc. More after school activities- robotics, gymnastics, etc, but offered at the school.                 
Support school referendums to increase per pupil spending! More mentorship opportunities 

between Mayo Clinic and local schools of all grade levels.

Ensure our community is safe and welcome to a diverse community.

Train police in mental wellness calls and support the crisis center.

Engage community in nature conservation efforts (ex: plant trees)

I would prioritize supporting communities in need, education and the creation of green spaces.  For 

lower income families, decreasing property taxes would be helpful.
    Create affordable housing that is safe, has access to green spaces, and is near public transportation.              

Improved parking and transportation options to/from downtown.
The city is going to grow like it or not. Easy options to get to and from downtown for work or fun 

are important.
More events such as social ice or Thursdays downtown that encourage people to come downtown. It’d be nice to have a second major employer to Mayo.               

                      

I think the way to the best Rochester by 2050 is fixing problems relating to pollution. I also think 

that more sports related things should be added like more outdoor basketball courts.

Relating to the sports aspect on my answer I feel like they're isn't a lot of basketball courts free for 

public use in Rochester. Another think things need to be more closely look at for repair such as 

soccer nets because at the fields I practice at the soccer nets are falling apart and the field is very 

bumpy and uneven. I think that creating better sporting places free for public use will make 

Rochester a healthier city because it will help promote exercise. Along the idea of a healthier city I 

think that the food better for the body should be cheaper than food worse for the body. Overall I 

    

I think housing should be more available and affordable for people who are poor and need 

somewhere to live so they don't have to live on the streets during the cold winters and hot 

summers.

       
I would like to see better prices for healthcare for people and children to ensure a healthier 

environment. This would also make health a more available option.
   

I think more money should be put to education to give students better resources and more 

opportunities. I also think the money can be used to make school a better environment with 

healthier food.

                      

We need great education for our children. We need a business friendly environment. More things 

for medical visitors to do. An indoor botanical garden downtown would be awesome as our winters 

are long.

   
Keeping the downtown vital. There seems to be some buildings that have been empty for a long 

time, ex.Michaels restaurant. Covid likely has stalled things. Trying to see things thru a visitor's eyes.
                 

I appreciate you looking to the future but there is something you could do right now.  Rochester 

needs one website that lists all the events in the area.

Something one can search by dates and categories.  I still can’t believe we don’t have this as so 

many other cities do, both big and small.  One can find out about downtown events, but there is 

more than downtown.  Too often one finds out about something when it is over.  People think 

there is nothing to do in Rochester as they just don’t know all the happenings.

Please fix this now.

                  

A city the promotes the development and sustainability of small businesses as a means of creating 

a more vibrant community where the money made here is spent here.
   

We need a city that supports and helps to maintain a strong local business, where local money can 

be spent locally and not withdrawn from our community through large corporations.

Our reliance on Mayo is not only job creation for Mayo, but an opportunity for job creation for all 

in Rochester.
    More restaurants with affordable vegan or vegetarian options.

We should have programs to eliminate food waste locally.Fruits and vegetables should be more 

affordable and readily available.
Local affordable healthcare. Localize affordable healthcare for gig economy workers.   

                      

These cards should be in English. I don’t know what they say. More money towards outdoor 

recreation
                   More funding for schools

                      

Something that I would want is more outdoor space for everyone. I would like to be able to go do 

things outside for free, like sand volleyball, basketball courts, and playgrounds.

Being outside and doing things is very important in everyone's health. It's even more important that 

the things to do in our time are most of the time not free. Sometimes, with children who don't have 

a job yet, none of the things in our town that we do for fun aren't even affordable to us. I think that 

we should make a community area for everyone, so you can meet new people and stay active, for 

free!

            
Healthcare should be prioritized even more in Rochester. People need to feel safe and healthy at all 

times, and I feel like the expenses for their healthcare are way too expensive.
     

Trees along walking paths especially along busy roads like west circle drive. Indoor Waterpark, 

not.just what rec center has for swim clubs. Already great: flowers and trees downtown and along 

hey 52

We have made the most of flood control to beautify Rochester and provide cycling and walking 

opportunities. Good idea  to slliw open Mike's for public comment at too long council meetings. 

Explore ways to share ideas and resources with other public bodies (county and school district) at 

meast to the point as was done in past.  Let's get going on sustainability. City should kead with 

electric fleet and many mire ev fast chargers.

    
Build and.publicly own affordable apartments, waive connection fees for affordable new homes, 

allow and promote  manufactured homes and trailor courts in city
             

IRochester will more strongly embrace arts and culture.  Consider Winona,  with a quarter of our 

population, has an art museum, music and theater festivals and 2025 plans for a performance 

center.

Rochester should develop similar amenities!                   

Have a recreational area that is accessible to community members who are paying for it with sales 

tax. Including a walking track community rooms. Etc

Have another Quarry Hill. Quarry Hill Park is a great resource however it is crowded at times and we 

need another one on other side of town. People want more natural areas WITH trees.  Good are 

would be the old Meadow Lakes Golf Course.

    
Stop tearing down affordable houses. Build apartment buildings where there are vacant businesses 

or empty lots.

You need to look at your definition of affordable. Not everyone in Rochester has big salaries. There 

are a lot of hard working people who live in the houses that get torn down. Why not fix up homes 

that are run down

          

If Rochester continues to grow must have essential services meet the growth -- fire, emergency 

services, police.  Light rail on second street.
                     

                      

More services that clean up the city and make it a safe and welcoming place            
Make sure that where ever you go that you can have the right nutrition to have yourself functioning 

at max capacity
   Spending money on discoveries about healthcare      

Have something for teens to hang out. Stop wasting money on useless projects            
There are only fast food places with highly processed food. That has to change. There are no 

Nutritional places on Rochester
       More money to schools

More accessibility.    Higher wages, better benefits, unions    
Affordable housing for everyone.  Provide subsidized housing or emergency funds for those who 

need it.
       Accessibility      

it should exist no                   

    

Obviously net income growth for residents, to feel less of a burden with annual tax increases. 

Financial confidence is at the center of a family’s and individual mental health. With good mental 

health comes less drug use and other substance abuses - less crime - better city. Employment is 

not an issue in Rochester, but diversifying on potential employment opportunities would boost 

this city even more.

  

Affordable housing is needed when the job market does not offer sufficient salary to allow people 

to choose housing. I would focus more on job diversification. Safety should always be a top 

priority and in Rochester, the substance abuse issues are central to decreasing safety. Never 

pleasant to fear to go outside in a city, but it has gotten worse in Rochester and the cloaking of 

issues by Mayo PR is not a solution.

  

Not sure how the city can help here, but attracting fresh produce stores is wonderful. We have 

empty lots near the center of the city that would make great places for food 

production/distribution. Farmers market can only feed so many mouths. I would fully support a 

campaign to limit sugar intake in residents - that is a huge problem in the US and in our town as 

well. Soda tax? Didn’t work on Parks and Recreation or The Simpson, but it’s the right thing to do. 

Of course, I am not saying soda tax is necessary, but an information campaign and a healthy foods 

  

I mentioned in my prior suggestions that a free clinic would be a great way to treat the city. For 

wellness - a city run sports center with large pools is very needed. Pools are great for lifestyle and 

health improvements that take joint stress out of the equation. Swim in Rochester! Swim away from 

your problems and into Mayo Clinic (joking).

  

University of Rochester. Doesn’t that sound great? Lots of investment, but returns would be 

fantastic - I expanded on this in a previous comment. So many upsides to doing this. ..For 

childhood learning - an ESL preschool seems like a very valid idea at this point. We have many 

foreigners and non-native speakers coming into town and this would help children accommodate 

to local culture and learn the language.

affordable housing, food support, affordable medical care, racial harmony, great education, 

community events, green space, cultural events, welcoming newcomers, good transportation
       

not enough affordable housing. The new $500,000.00 houses are not affordable. Our house is 

worth $279,000.00. and we are middle class, not poor.
             

i think what is needed to create the very best in Rochester by 2050 is gas because people use their 

vehicle everyday to travel or go to work and the prices keep going up so  have to spend their money
   

people would have to have money to pay off their important thing and of they don't have the 

money than it would be harder for them to live on earth and making less stressful for them
                 

                      

Develop a downtown shopping area that is accessible. 

Continuous use of skyways and subways.

A program that assists visitors more frequently.

Lighted Soldiers Field golf course.

                     

Solving the homeless problem which currently keeps me from enjoying the library and walks on 

trails downtown the way I did 5 years ago.
   Help downtown businesses to recover    

Build more starter homes. Discourage speculative home buying ...help local people who actually 

want to live in the house to do so.
             

Larger parks and more accessible outside areas for people with disabilities.  I.e. more swings for 

people with special needs at playgrounds. A better recycling program, more assisted living for elders

I would like more assisted living in Rochester for people with strong memory problems or severe 

needs. I also want a better recycling program so less trash is put in landfills each year.
        

I would like fruits, vegetables, milk, and other foods that are a staple to a healthy diet to not be so 

expensive, and for easier access to those foods for low income families.
         

Park 'n Ride-who is vetting options ?(from 2 lanes to 1)..More family focused activities to keep 

residents here (family playground). More direct flights from Rst.
                     

    
More money back in taxes to small business owners, they can’t possibly compete with Amaxon and 

Walmart without a boost from us.
  

Housing is much more affordable in this city than people want to admit.  We have a variety of 

locations and prices, people need to stop expecting to live in something fancy while working part 

time, or not at all.

  There are already many options in this city.   
Not city related, but why can’t this entire country get it together? None of us should be paying the 

premiums that we are.
  

We have incredible teachers and schools in this community- we are very lucky here. Why does the 

public school system want to shut down all them small schools?  Why does the admin threaten to 

make classes bigger if we don’t pay more in taxes, but they keep creating more positions at the top?  

 Get rid of the non-essential positions and start teaching students, class sizes will be smaller.

                      

More parks geared for a slightly older age range (11-16) Also, more care for the homeless, disabled, and those with unique needs.     Affordable homes        
Especially for those in poverty and are homeless, health care is harder to get and often more 

needed. Healthcare should be more affordable to make it available to more people.
   

Many families have parents that both work, and have kids that need to go to school as quickly, but 

are outside of the bus range for the school, and the ranges are small. Bus ranges should be larger.

A more convivial/interesting shopping district downtown...I never buy clothing, shoes or gifts in 

Rochester.  And out of towners complain that the downtown is not a fun place to wander about.

RST is unique in that it is a small Midwestern city which has lots of highly educated people from 

around the world who call it home.  But it strikes me that it seems inner facing...we've lived here 11 

years and still haven't found our footing.  If you don't have kids or belong to a church it can feel 

kind of isolating.

    

We were able to purchase a great home when we moved to town 11 years ago.  Now people really 

struggle to find homes.to We need to the develope neighborhoods with small high quality, not  

fancy, homes.

We should be intentional about housing...not depend on developer, who quite honestly just care 

about what's in it for them.  The city should look at creative solutions that have worked in other 

cities.

          

    Stop wasteful government spending   Lower property taxes, get rid of city tax   Wasteful government spending/ over taxation killing middle class         

To make it family orientated as possible                      

Affordable housing                      

Safer school systems        Make it more affordable            Safer environment overall and to make sure kids get what they need, not everyone is the same.

more scientific breakthroughs I dont                   

No Taxes                      

cleaner environment
homelessness has become a huge problem around America and starting in Rochester would be a 

huge step for society itself
                  

pick up trash                      

A multipurpose Performing Arts Center could provide needed rehearsal/performance space for 

local organizations: RST Symphony, SEMYO, Choral Arts, Honors Choir, RST Ballet, and touring 

productions.

                   Add Educational opportunities

Larger indoor musical venue that can attract bigger name acts (Mayo CC does not attract big 

enough name acts to draw big crowds like in Fargo/Mankato/La Crosse)

If the above is talking about tax stipends or kickbacks to send kids to private schools, I am strongly 

against. Our public school system is great. Sending your kids to private school is a choice and you 

can seek scholarship options if you can't afford it OR send your kids to RPS.

                
Enhanced communication with tax payers so they know why they should vote yes on a referendum, 

what their taxes go to in education, why good edu. in a community is important, etc.

Stop building sprawl development in northwest Rochester. Build a city that is walkable, beautiful, 

efficient, and takes fewer tax dollars to maintain. Fire city staff who are bigots. Plant more trees.

Urban planner know that sprawl, car-centric culture, and large lots are expensive for cities to 

maintain and tear apart the social fabric of the community, yet Rochester continues to build sprawl 

with wide roads, a lack of bike lanes or sidewalks, and poor intersections. Rochester needs to have 

15 minute cities in every quadrant at least, not just downtown. We need more density as well. 

Condominiums are a perfect was to have both homeownership and density. City Council doesn't 

seem to fully understand the power it has and instead defers to reactionary city staff who seem to 

                

Rochester should have world-class tax dollars. Stop using taxpayer funded buses to bus private 

school students. Private schools are a drain on the community and contribute to massive 

inequities.

Youth advocacy and counseling, investment in drug and alcohol education in schools More opportunities for tech entry level jobs, programs for high school age students     More tax breaks, development opportunities for small contractors              

green spaces, walking and biking paths, libraries on the north and south sides of town, thriving 

downtown businesses and restaurants with parking infrastructure, concerts and broadway shows
       Provide more affordable housing for people who want to purchase a home            

Create an environment  that draws in the best teachers from PreK through college. Make Rochester 

a school district talented teachers want to teach in.

We should change the phone rule for all Rochester public schools.            Food should be cheaper        
I feel like we aren't getting the education we need and are learning things we don't need for our 

future.

    Stop overtaxing, provide downtown employees with parking, stop spending on special projects   
Stop giving tax incentives to affordable rent projects and start giving tax incentives to 

developments for homebuyers
  NOT the city government’s area of responsibility   NOT the city government’s area of responsibility   

I don’t think the local government has any say/authority to influence, but the RPS needs to STOP 

spending on useless projects.  Why has the cost per student risen at an alarming rate, but 

math/reading scores have gone down at an alarming rate?

I would like to see a strong emphasis on sustainability.   It only makes sense to use energy and all 

resources wisely.

Making transportation less car centric.  when you travel to places that have great public 

transportation and bike/walking infrastructure you realize how greatly this can enhance day to day 

life.   Development should be done with sustainable transportation in mind witrh strong urban 

planning.   People should be able to easily bike or walk to get a few basic needs (without crossing 

dangerous intersections.   Consider over and underpasses or other strategies to make for safe 

inviting crossing points.   Continue to make efforts to foster farmers markets and any/every way to 

                
Invest adequately in teachers.  We want the great teachers who make a reasonable living.  

Personally, while I support sports, I don't support excessive spending on them.  Perhaps simplify

Lots of parks, trails and open spaces. Downtown activities - keep silver lake golf course! Outdoor 

concerts, art fairs and festivals. Keep the charm of the city history. Don't erase it with parking
   

Love to see more small businesses, women owned businesses and cultural activities. Independent 

restaurants, bars ( not chains)
                 

                      

More affordable housing, what rent is in this town is outrageous. Younger people have no way to 

get ahead when they live pay check to paycheck due to rent and other increases in items.
       

Price of housing to be lower.  Lower utilities cost, Less big lot development and more smaller lot 

development.less trailer parks or more trailer park regulations so they are more livable.

Also, city taxes need to be under control.  City taxes increase by 10%, inflation increases, medical 

increase but people income is not increase to keep up with all those .
          

    Affordable housing and childcare   All of above. So much economic disparity . Wealthy need to give more.   Yes.   Yes   Yes

    

Diversify economic base of Rochester beyond medical services and technology by organizing a 

resource pool of local business leaders and residents that would submit concepts and ideas into a 

central clearing house to be reviewed by the city...Do something - anything - with former Michaels 

restaurant. It looks like a ghetto. Finish it or turn it into a parking ramp.

  

Better define "affordable housing" and how developers really aren't making an effort to create 

"affordable" housing. Rochester needs fewer large apartment buildings that seem to be encouraged 

by TIF methods. Create incentives for single family housing.

          

Examine why so many Rochester school children are attending schools outside of the Rochester 

district in Byron, Stewartville, and elsewhere. Explain if this is a good thing for local taxpayers, or 

not. ..Make an effort to publicize better local science fairs, talent events, home improvement 

events, etc.

More affordable individual family homes

Expansion of theater, arts, and entertainment events

Singles events and entertainment venues including more mature night life options, blue zones 

initiatives

Green Energy     Affordable single family homes to encourage lower and middle income family's wealth growth            
More programs offered at local colleges, more saac/daycare for families, strengthen highschool 

career training programs, strengthen art programs in schools

Increase in housing stock, get a handle on how to provide a good education for kids at a reasonable 

cost to taxpayers, increased number of flights and destinations at RST.
   Be business friendly beyond Mayo.    

More starter homes, spread the workforce housing across the city and not concentrated in the NE 

and NW
             

                      

    

Government shouldn't play a role in private business. Concentrate on roads, water and parks. Tax 

breaks for successful companies will lead to jobs, but don't DEI that break. Go off of financial data, 

good track record for growth, things that actually help the community.

  

Capitalism works, however for housing it destroys. Block investment companies from buying 

private property. Set limits on the amount of housing an individual can own in city limits to 3 to 

avoid slum lords.

  
Set limits on handouts, bolster School meal values so the kids benefit. Jobs will be taken that pay 

off there are no free meals for the lazy adults, or they will move on.
  

It's covered by the state, leave it alone. But back to the tax breaks for promising companies, use 

health care as a criteria for getting those breaks.
  

Reading comprehension, math, science and history. No pet programs just for certain kids paid for 

out of public finding. Don't get distracted by non education courses in public schools. And get the 

police back in the schools, let the bonds be built so there is a respect. If my kid can tell you the 

political stance if a teacher, that teacher should not be there.

better schools                      

An inexpensive community & senior citizen center like most communities have that has a variety of 

things like a swimming pool, large gym area that can be divided up, classrooms, and meeting space.
                   Everyone should have the same educational opportunities

Rochester needs stricter laws on littering, we also need better laws on pollution in general along 

with laws on harassment/hate crimes
strict laws on pollution and harassment and hate crimes                 

I want students to stop being treated like toddlers it makes me sick, mostly with middle schoolers, I 

feel like I'm being treated like I'm 10 years old!

The city administration/staff need to understand their job is to serve residents, not dictate their 

desires. City employees have little interest in addressing residents' concerns as the top priority.

City forestry doesn't take care of the trees they have and many newly planted trees are defective. 

City parks should plant more trees and create more native savannah areas to encourage children 

and adults observing nature. Southern Rochester is not connected to the rest of the city with 

usable trails. Trails should have a reasonable grade if the intention is for transportation and not 

just recreation.Mayo Clinic takes advantage of being called a non-profit but their actions are very 

profit based. Mayo Clinic should be required to contribute more to the city for schools and 

Employer diversification. Mayo has too much say over local politics even indirectly since they are 

the sole employer holding Rochester together. Current Mayo leadership does NOT care about 

Rochester.

Rochester needs more medium to large employers in healthcare and tech. The businesses and 

company presences at Discovery are pathetic for Destination Medical. Mayo's new 5 billion dollar 

investment is in a building, not employees / people. It is a monument to current Mayo leadership 

and Bold Forward is an empty slogan.

              



                      

Education-making things such as sports more affordable 

More help towards homelessness 

Better and more welcoming community 

Making the city more walkable with safe trails and walking paths 

Safety

I belive we should make Rochester more of a community more than just known for Mayo Clinic and 

the sick.
            Lower the cost of the bills and welcome everyone to get treatment know matter what    Making it more affordable and fair

better school lunches and a Kroger No.         

I suggest that we should build a raising Cane‘s in the northwest area of Rochester, Minnesota 

because it is a very popular fast food chain and the closest place to get it near Rochester is apple 

valle

Definitely build a raising canes in Rochester, Minnesota       

                This will always be an important issue     

A community that is well run and smooth flowing. na         nutritious shouldn't cost lots of money na       

Health care geared to providing basic care to all citizens w/ emphasis o. Those with lower income, 

encouragement of high wage local manufacturing, zero homeless population.
                     

                      

                    More libraries

                      

High speed rail service to Minneapolis St Paul (possibly Chicago)

An abundance of parks including state of the art water park (Soldiers Field is first step but too small 

for our population)

               

Costs are too high

And wait time to see a physician are not acceptable. I currently have a health issue and first opening 

to see the MD is almost 4 months out

     

A public transit system that takes seniors, the disabled,etc to shopping centers, banks, hair and 

medical ( dental) appointments.   Not just downtown.  Branch libraries with computers centers.
Job training programs or fun stuff?

Cheap energy, good wages, low taxes are all needed for a stronge economy.  Good schools for 

families attract good jobs.  And that attracts good companies.
                 

Lower taxes, more transparent government, less government, better downtown access, affordable 

housing that doesn’t require government subsidies, fewer bike lanes, fewer geese.

Encourage housing development that lower/middle class can buy homes that doesn’t require 

government subsidies.
LOWER TAXES, provide ways for small businesses to thrive, esp. downtown

PLEASE encourage developers to build houses that lower/middle class can buy WITHOUT 

government subsidies.
              

    Low taxes, services for substance use to increase employment   Affordable, safe. Low taxes   Accessible food support- ours is too remote and far out for many   Affordable. With parking. Mental health services. Substance use services   Early childhood, quality, access to extra curricular, diverse, anti-racist

Better street maintenance and repair, particularly in well traveled streets, such as around St. Marys 

Hospital and commercial areas, such as around Costco and  Cub.  They are an embarrassment.
                     

Focus on all people and get input as to what is essential not just what Mayo wants
The tail wags the dog - the city and country does not run Rochester, Mayo does which means little 

input from anyone else and little ability to evoke change
    

Right now there is plenty of housing but none that the majority of Rochester can afford. Affordable 

housing is either not there or in a bad or risky neighborhood.
Easy answer you already said it - not much in the $500 - $700 range in a safe neighborhood.           

                      

                      

Affordable housing, safe neighborhoods, good infrastructure, smart growth.            

The proliferation of healthy and affordable dinning options would be a win for the city. Also 

continued access to fresh foods is a must. Consider expanding farmers markets and hours of 

operation.

         

More funding for education.                      

stop rubber stamping Council. Stop Waze for spending. Stop raising property taxes because you 

are an adequate with big businesses being relevant in Rochester.

we need big businesses in Rochester. Small businesses and big businesses are on a teeter totter 

and when they balance that’s when you have the healthiest community.
                  

having mere educational opportunities outside of schools and more outdoor hiking trails. no         some people have access to food but all the cheaper food has terrible nutrition, no
I have a condition that is very expensive when it comes to medical bills.  I wish that my parents 

didn't have to pay as much for those bills and could spend it on other things
nope   

More diverse food and better sustainability                      

                      

Pedestrian Bridges: Have you thought about  outside pedestrian Bridges over traffic by Mayo to get 

over 2nd Street?

How about getting to the mall safely with a bike or by walking from Soldiers Field. I often see people 

walking across 4 lanes of to get from Soldiers Field golf area to shopping center. Same goes for from 

Fairgrounds to shopping center. Building pedestrian Bridges over traffic in these areas would be 

great especially when there are events happening.

                  

Affordable housing.

Broad hours of public transportation.

Literacy for all.

Easy access to mental and physical health care for all.

A willingness to trust the other, and being worthy of that trust.

               
Mental wellness in particular needs to be made readily available to all - and it needs to be seen as 

normal as a broken bone or an infection and therefore just as worthy of treatment.
     

The state offered a coupon for an Ebike.  Maybe the city can offer one also-starting the first year for 

one for seniors who can't ride too far on a regular bicycle.
                     

1 - Diversity and multi-cultural venues. E.g. Asia Mall in Twin Cities, or the Hmong Village.

2 - More stuff to do in the Winter. Winter is cold and dreary. Winter skate park like in Maple Grove 

MN.

In terms of the affordable housing, I think carving out some land for tiny houses, or a tiny house 

community would be awesome.
    

Create a tiny homes community for more affordable housing. Create a city block of container box 

homes that allow the homeless a real place to stay until they can get back on their feet again.
           

Stop allocating more money on police and use it for education. Homeowners shouldn't be footing 

the bill to keep schools open.

                      

                      

Less buildings downtown. There is very little things for teenagers to do with their friends. Most 

events are targeted for younger kids or older adults, where is the fun for teens?
   I forgot                

More high schools, there is only three public and not enough room for every student in each of 

them

                      

                      

                      

                      

Population projection from the MN Demographic Center suggest Olmsted Co. is going to 

significantly increase in population. Housing is such a big need in our area and across the state.

Have the county or city increase initiatives to help support and create more childcare spots. Such 

as waiving the fee to get their childcare license
    More affordable housing for young professionals        More access to healthcare for those with no insurance or limited healthcare plans      

turf!!!!                      

                      

                      

Preserve historic resources that make Rochester unique from any other city. Preserve, restore, 

create green spaces in every sector of the city. More services for seniors who need help with 

transport.

Rochester heritage is being bulldozed for profit without considering the historic fabric that created 

Rochester and makes it unique and tells the story of our roots for generations to come. Green 

spaces should be available to all citizens within a short walk from their residence. Seniors need 

more help with transportation. Bus lines may be close to their residence but the topography of the 

area prohibits safe ambulation to and from the bus stop.Homelessness is not a one size fits all 

problem. Rochester should include services that are provided in other cities to mitigate this 

    Not enough affordable housing in Rochester. Unhoused people have few options.              

Affordable housing, excellent education, support for small businesses        Focus on home ownership rather than building more apartments            Ensure students graduate high school college ready

reduced government involvement, reduced mayo involvement in the government, fewer free 

handouts, and more starter home neighborhoods as opposed to apartments.
                     

More access to cheap, accessible, easy public transport
buses, light rail, purposeful vans or other facilities that are accessibel for those with limitations 

physical or mental.
    

low income and affordable, family-friendly housing units with easy access to city center and 

employers.
             

Energy sustainability - lets be a green energy leader! Affordable housing options.

Fun authentic international cafes with reasonable prices - not FINE dining.

More dog friendly paths and cafes.

I think we should welcome small businesses to be wonderful additions to medical industry                   

                      

                      

All public school classes at 20 students/class. 

World class medical museum in Rochester. 

Bicycle lanes are dangerous. 

World class medical museum. 

Affordable housing.

World class medical museum.

                     

Improve parking downtown and at government center. Better upkeep of city parks
Schools are already exceptional but always room for improvement. I am not sure affordable 

housing is that major of concern. Many options already exist
                Public schools and public universities are important for growth and livability

more crblr no                   

                
Rochester should become a certified heart safe community! 

..https://www.heart.org/en/affiliates/minnesota-heart-safe-communities-program
    

    Diversified jobs and other companies                 

clean up the parks I don't have any         have more heath food I dotn have any to help other people that needs help i don't have any   

                      

I would like to see more protected bike lanes and pedestrian paths. I also want to see intentionally 

developed neighborhoods that combine housing and necessities like food and restaurants.
       

More routes to ownership that don’t involve buying wildly expensive new development. Affordable 

housing.

I feel the “missing middle” so much. I would love to own but can’t in this city because anything 

older and more affordable needs work I’m physically incapable of doing (and if I’m buying a home, I 

don’t have enough money left over for remodeling or repairing). New construction is out of the 

question for me. It’s so discouraging to go on Zillow and see mansions that no one in the working 

class can afford.

          

more entertainment for kids        more affordable housing    better school lunches          

Living out of town, when I come to Rochester, I would like to see more of a clean community feel. 

Understand that homelessness is in every city but i believe the downtown area should somehow 

clean up.

   Local box stores are overrun by specific ethnic groups. My family will not shop at Walmart.                  

Rapid transit between Rochester & the cities. Rapid transit system for downtown employees (not 

just Clinic) to get to & from work. Parking for visitors supporting downtown businesses & 

churches.

   

Support & promotion of small local businesses and their employees.   Affordable housing helps 

support small businesses by helping their employees and helps citizens invest in Rochester and 

stay here.

It is difficult for small businesses to compete with Mayo when hiring support staff as far as wages 

and benefits are concerned; not sure how to solve this, but feel it is important to acknowledge and 

look for solutions.

Encourage the development of more affordable housing and support & recruit initiatives such as 

the Jeremiah Project, First Homes, Habitat for Humanity
           

We must make RPS the best system possible for all. There is excellent private education in town for 

those who can afford it, but we need to see more 'success' stories and positive examples from RPS.

The park board should be elected so that they are accountable when they deviate from their own 

System Plan.

Yes, we need affordable housing, but not land trust and definitely no more apartment complexes. 

We need single family homes!!
    

Affordable entry level housing in the way of single family homes -NOT LAND TRUST- to build a 

community of vested home owners who own the home and the land it sits on!
Builders should be incentives to build reasonably sized entry level homes.           

A warm Safe welcoming community to all who might be coming to Rochester , whether for medical 

assistance or work here or to recreate here.
  

Proper attention to the healthcare community is essential to our economic vitality. we need to 

continually understand the needs  and improve the services  to sustain healthcare.
                

                      

We need to to take a long look back at the covid Panic. The virus was real, our response was unreal. 

Cruelty trumped kindness.  Masks were not needed or wise. Debate was suppressed. Service denied.

It will not do to shove what happened during the covid Panic under the rug. We are only as sick as 

our secrets. Cruelties that were imposed during that time are still with us. We need more nurses 

and we need to rehire those staff members at Mayo fired for refusing the highly dangerous and 

experimental mRNA shot. We need to have a series of forums on the covid Panic. We need these in 

Mayo and we need them in Rochester. Let's be an example to the state, the nation and the world.  

Yes, more bicycle lanes are desperately needed. Yes, we need more frequent buses/trolleys. Yes, we 

                  

We need to make bold strides in improving the community and standing up to the apathy and fear 

of excellence that seems to grip Rochester. We can make everything excellent, not just follow Mayo 

Clinic

Rochester is a sprawling community that makes delivering community services inefficient. We need 

to focus on infill, improving the safety of non-automobile transportation, and wisely calling Mayo 

Clinic's bluff on proposals. We can make Rochester a better place during this unprecedented 

change, but it's not going to happen on its own.

    
Eliminate parking minimums like most of the state and seize opportunities to create infill housing 

projects. Market rate housing would be great, but simply having more units would be a perfect start.
           

Actually fund education at or above state averages. Having a smarter population helps us all, and it 

might get some people to stay in Rochester outside of Mayo Clinic employing them, etc.

                      

                      

                      

We need more turf fields or more sports complexes. We need some more activities for the youth 

like a theme park or water park.
                     

                      

An affordable and sustainable community that embraces new residents while providing a sense of 

"place" and community that makes Rochester unqiue

Diversifying the economy beyond Mayo Clinic is essential to long-term prosperity for the 

community, and providing an inviting business and residential community for those looking to 

make the community thrive

    
Continue working with developers, home builders, and community orgs to ensure enough housing 

is built to keep it affordable, and that it's done in a way that doesn't strain public infrastructure
   

Provide programs for those who need access to food as a basic resource, especially children and 

young adults that most benefit from a hand up
         

                      

Recreational centers that are accessible for all incomes. Rochester is in need of night life for the 

young population. Real affordable housing. More life in downtown. More festivals

Not everyone in Rochester is a Mayo doctor with high pay salaries. We are forgetting about the 

middle class population, some families either pay rent of have funds for recreational activities with 

their kids. There are no bars or clubs in town for young population. You hear a lot of "there is 

nothing to do in Rochester on a weekend"

    
More affordable housing. It is very hard to buy a house in Rochester these days, not enough 

options, overpriced housing, high interest rates, high taxes.
       Paid maternity leave. Better insurance coverage. Payment flexibility    

Security at schools to avoid shootings. More time outdoors. No tablets or phones allowed in 

classrooms.

High speed rail to the Cities 

Lower crime
       Affordable rentals            Smaller class sizes

more public trapostation                    better teachers

                      

    
Diversity in employers which was important historically - this will provide us with resiliency as a 

community so we don't risk becoming another Detroit.
  

I'd love to see more apartments that combine low, medium, and high income in the same building. 

And buildings with personality, since I am dreaming for us, lol.
  

The city maintains a crazy amount of land - I'd love to see it be transitioned into food forest and 

native plantings and clover lawns requiring less maintenance.
  

I'd love to see more emphasis on wellness - true healthcare starts well before we need a doctor. 

Nutrition (see food forest, plus education and access), movement (I'd love to see those adult 

workout stations that other cities have in their parks, and other lifestyle encouragements. As crime 

is often linked to opportunity, so is health.

  

I'd love to see community ed be more affordable again, and have more variety. Perhaps some 

partnerships with Channel One and other food resources. I'd also love to see more vocational 

training return to Rochester - I understand that there will be a huge shortage in the trades and if we 

are intending to grow as we are, we need the trades, too. Plus college isn't for everybody - what 

about tech as a trade?

Greater support for low income or homeless families/indivisuals. More funding for schools. Larger 

accesability of basic needs.
   

Attempts of supporting the companies in which many people are employed, especially during 

recessions, so no one(or at least not many) get laid off.
                 

Rochester NEEDS and deserves a Performing Arts Center. There are numerous music groups that 

have existed for decades and have to scramble to find affordable rehearsal and performance spaces.
Visual arts and dance also deserve to have a venue for shows, as does musical theater.                   

                      

Better control of homeless population and bringing more diversity in businesses including 

Manufacturing. 2nd branch of Library
   Adding a 2nd branch of Library can creat more jobs                Raise standards for teachers

Equitable enhancements of infrastructure (e. walkways, parks) for all areas of the city, regardless of 

neighborhood wealth. Enhanced food security and accessibility to social services.

There is disparity in green space between Cascade Lake Park and SE Rochester that speaks loudly 

that some people are more valued than others. There are still food deserts as documented by 

Commissioner Kirkpatrick and while non-profits are working to alleviate food insecurity, transport 

is still a struggle for many. We have an aging population with a need for increasingly flexible public 

transport. County Govt has been forward looking regarding supportive housing for those with 

increased needs. Figuring out how to reach all those in need of social services without good 

    

Rochester is doing honest work to address homelessness and affordable housing. Focus needs to 

be on supportive housing for elders & chronically homeless, and affordable housing & 

homeownership.

Low-income elders need affordable conjugate living spaces with services to move from their 

potentially affordable starter homes. We need to stop private equity RE firms buying up starter 

homes for rental property so families can purchase a home and build wealth & stability. Do we 

need zoning changes to permit more multi-family structures? While we will not eliminate 

homelessness entirely, until low-end wages rise to the ability to afford housing, we will need 

transitional housing to help people into stable housing situations, especially those with special 

        

We actually have an amazing educational ecosystem here in Rochester, between RPS and our 

facilities of higher education. We are extremely fortunate to have the visionary leadership of Sup 

Pekel.

                      

                      

A robust and financially backed library                    Supporting the library to fulfill all financial requests

Sufficient housing so prices are not too high to live in Rochester. A good system to maintain 

infrastructure. Roads in our neighborhood need repair. A city that will attract businesses.
   Make it easier to start and maintain businesses.    

Allow more housing to be built, especially for people starting out. It could be smaller homes, 

duplexes, townhouses, multi-family dwellings, etc.
           Higher quality schools. Educate for the future not the old industries of the past.

Housing. I would not like to expand on my answer. Better jobs. I don't.               

We need to encourage the owners of vacant lots downtown to develop them. We also need more 

outdoor spaces.
                   

We need to encourage UMR to expand and build a physical campus. It should also expand its 

offerings. The presence of an undergrad institution brings vitality and culture to a city.

Having more trees and bushes around the streets would be better, Lesser areas with traffic so it's 

not as busy in some areas, Keeping the historical building for other generations to look at and see.

Maybe have some places for the homeless to stay in to help them get on there feet and help the 

homeless with getting a job and an apartment for a month so they can get on there feet
                

There is a lot of kids that don't have the money to go to school or college it would be nice if we 

could have a way to help them out and still get them to school safe and have them learn for free

Too many people are not sharing in the growth. Why are employees saying "good work are hard to 

find?" Need to have affordable housing to meet growth demands.
                     

Affordable housing for all residents. A city with lots of green space, a park in everyneighborhood. A 

better public transportation system to facilitate getting around the city without a car.

Definitely agree that we need to expand the public library. Downtown is great but having some 

branches in the various quadrants would be good. Also want a bike friendly city.

Don't want us to be a 1 company town. Need to welcome a diverse array of businesses. Need to 

have a supportive environment for small businesses.
                 

    

Diversifying employment beyond Mayo, robust business development in each quadrant of the city, 

focus on music/entertainment venues downtown, community engagement to support those 

struggling financially (Rochester Area Foundation, etc.

              
Robust summer programs through park and rec and perhaps coordinated with the library to 

promote learning and reading over the summer.

Disallow homeless loitering and camping in public Too vague EV because it’s the least Woke and DEI affirming of the other choices.                  

More green space with many trees. Clean environment. Support Mayo Clinic. Encourage electric vehicles.                 Highlight the benefits of public schools.

200 chrs or less?? If you want to limit the feedback why are you asking? Not a sweet way to start an 

open dialogue...Roch is in process of withering into an irrelevant, sterile community w/o integrity

I believe we need affordable housing in Rochester, however not at the cost of tearing down what 

already exists and is funcational, or giving our jobs and money to builders who do not live and 

work within this economy, or build buildings so quickly that they will not last. So, every other 

suggestion I saw above is a "yes, and." I will not endorse any of those suggestions without hearing 

HOW, WHEN, AT WHOSE EXPENSE, etc. Funding for education is however a no-brainer. If Mayo is 

putting so much $ into Rochester, I believe it needs to create a balance/the mobile needs to be 

Econ opportunity for ALL. We need street traffic for dntwn biz, more to do than go, eat and leave. 

Those w/most expendable income/medicine do not spend their money here; we need cap on bldg 

ownership.

The city should own a building on broadway with multiple spaces (SMALL) (bc so many historic 

bldgs have been demolished, there is only new and lg. options) where they rent spaces to local 

entrepreneurs for cheap so they can get off their feet. There is NOTHING affordable for an 

entrepreneur to get off their feet here. There needs to be so much more embracing of community 

and ideas that are not all sponsored by mayo and the same places over and over (it's boring seeing 

the same mural painters, the same sponsors, there are SO many other ingenious people to 

            
Teachers should be paid comparably with the medical industry in town. Teaching requires 

incredible flexibility, training, compassion, and it is not recognized as so within our social structure.

Mayo paying for more of the downtown enhancements than they currently are. DMC is THEIR 

program, so enhancements that they want should be covered by them.

Regular city bus routes should run until 8:30

       
"affordable" housing is at least $1500 per month. That is not affordable to a lot of people. Cheaper 

options are needed.
           

Building HUGE elementary schools is NOT what is best for kids. Small neighborhood schools are 

what we need. 

Kids and staff should feel safe in their school buildings.

                      

                      

                      

1. Diversify the economy. The community needs to reduce reliance on Mayo and healthcare. 

2.  Establish a full service 4 yr university to provide an educated workforce & opportunity for young 

people

Most of the other answer are relatively cosmetic and depend on a robust diverse economy and 

workforce. Consider what might happen to Rochester if Mayo reduced its investment in the 

community. The risk may seem remote but diversifying the economy and building the capacity to 

educate the next generation of working will take years.

Rochester is a company town which places the community at risk. We as a community need to seek 

opportunities to diversify the economy to include non healthcare business.
               

Investment in early childhood ed. provides benefit to parents who can continue to contribute to 

the workforce, children who get a head start  & the community that reaps the benefits.

                      

Equity with housing affordability. Excellent and well-supported public schools. High quality 

affordable early childhood education. Commitment to inclusion that addresses stigmas and 

exclusion.

       Affordability and density development            Public education needs to be well supported and a means for equity and opportunity

We need stuff your young people to do. There is nothing to do at this time. Need to bring back 

night clubs to Rochester. We need teen nights back so people can meet . We need a light rail system.

Also make the civic center a basketball hub on Friday and Saturday nights let good teams play on 

them nights that would bring in money to the city and would be fun for the players and families.
    

Rent needs to go down big time. You have to work at least two weeks to pay for rent and you have 

no money left.
             

we need to drop housing pricing down by 40%                      

I would love for Popeyes chicken and more Urban clothing stores and hair salon.. I believe it would 

be beneficial for storefront Daycare’s

Help the urban people by becoming educated on how to open a LLC Daycare, Hair s Salons for 

people who Haiir is falling out due to cancer due to kidney failure
    Yes, I do believe that housing should be more affordable. We need more income based homes.

So I believe that we should lower the credit score for people who have jobs who’ve worked for five 

years or more should be able to qualify for a starter home versus paying 17 $1800 a month for 

rent and living under the property and as far as the homeless, it needs to be one big building to 

house the homeless for those who want to come and can be responsible should be able to obtain 

a lease regardless of their credit score because not everybody wakes up in the morning and says I 

wanna be homeless

        
Urban or should I say African-American be educated on how to create a business and maintain it 

and as they work to maintain a degree should have the opportunity to be educated

Variety of housing options including single family, townhomes, and apartments. New industry to 

diversify the economy. Additional retail and restaurant options.

Yes the school system should be ranked as one of the best in the state based on the demographics. 

Yes there needs to be more housing but it shouldn't just focus on affordable housing. The City 

Council needs to provide infrastructure to open land for more housing including single family and 

townhomes.

Open up more areas for industrial development. Expand incentives to draw new companies to the 

area.
Less regulation and quicker approvals for development.             Create a strong school curriculum focused on STEM. Leave the politics out of the schools.

    Support mixed zoning that allows smaller businesses to open.   
Once again, zoning.  Fewer single family homes would help.  More pocket parks with trees. More 

communal spaces.
  

Have a midweek farmers market (or several) elsewhere than downtown — spread out the goodness 

and make it easier for residents to reach on foot/bike from their home.
      Affordable day care and extended sick leave.

Diverse economy. Keep up maintenance of infrastructure.                      

    More young people shops in Mayo Clinic subways       Healthier/paleo restaurants, less fried foods   Infrared sauna wellness studios     

Affordable housing should be the number one priority. I am a college graduate and a mother to 

two. I work in Rochester and my kids deserve a home.
       There’s no way I can afford to live in the city I work as a single mom            

Something more about the no tolerance bully policy. Kids continue to be harassed, abused, and 

attacked

We need a world class medical museum. 

We need to  have teacher/student ratios in our public school classrooms at 20 or less students per 

class.

       More affordable single family homes              

    Encourage small business growth   Increase home ownership in the historic district             

                      

Increase airport transportation.  Add housing for lower / middle income working families.                      

Places that’s combine adult and children activities.  Food truck park for example. I feel like 

everything is either for adults or for kids but we need more things that appeal to both
   We need more businesses and options for work outside of Mayo                  

        More affordable housing is needed. Like 1stHomes program.       Affordable Healthcare is important for the community.   

Groups that kids can join. Will increase their confidence in school. A sense of belonging to 

something is important for kids. It's not just about good grades. This could help them do better in 

school.

CHEAPER HOUSING!!!! raising canes!        cheaper housing    cheaper food prices and more healthier options    easier access to healthcare      

Maybe more 10 hr meters around Mayo Clinic or the hospitals        Keep housing affordable somehow        Keep gaining more workers for the hospitals and affordable pricing      

Strong schools/education.  Continue to be the leader in healthcare with Mayo's lead.  Increase the 

amount of affordable housing.
       Affordable housing can bring in more people to the city expanding the diversity.        Follow Mayo's lead...there's a reason they are top in healthcare.    Improvements to K-12 schools and facilities.  Newer library and learning center.

Returns to basics.  Schools should teach core skills like math, science, languages, instead of using 

children for social experiments.  City should help all citizens, not just protected clases.
   

Freeze property taxes when last legal resident is 65 years old.  This will stop taxing people out of 

their houses.
                 

get rid of dakota                      

We need to have the next generation have great learning capabilities and entertainment and also we 

need to Help with businesses and jobs starting
We need to have kids learn so we can have them have a great life in our society

We need to be out of our screens like workers students and other work related stuff that use 

electronics we need to be outside more and live
We are needing to help people with problems like housing and school               

More activities for young adults.        I would like to see less homeless people,    The price of groceries are outrageous, people are going hungry          

                      



1. Incentivize top quality food and beverage (this so what DMC actually needs). 2. Develop the river 

front and north broadly with parks and cafes. 3. Plant more trees on boulevards and limit billboard

Rochester needs top (read coastal / global) level amenities in walkable and aesthetically pleasing 

city. Stop the sprawl and impose codes on commercial and residential growth. Walkable shopping 

(outdoor to indoor). Downtown needs top quality shopping.

    
Start mandating housing to be designed in dense fashion in mixed use communities with 

underground or hidden parking.
             

Prioritizing infrastructure and safety will allow the people of Rochester to freely cultivate and create 

a community that reflects their vision and potential.

Give us fundamental, solid foundations of a society, and we will build the rest. Cut us loose to 

create and find inspiration wherever we will, and trust that people are capable and willing to self-

advocate and sacrifice to live their desired lives. Yes, we can. Will you guide and assist us?

                  

                      

Making pedestrians feel more welcome in downtown areas. Continued support for community 

spaces (parks, public library) and community-building events.
       

I consider housing in Rochester to be fairly affordable (having moved from Austin, TX), but making 

sure that housing remains affordable in the future, especially within city limits
           No thoughts

Build more homeless shelters and make sure that Mayo Clinic  stays open with its expansion and 

make sure that everyone is happy and aware about this expansion. I hope you can get all this done.
I really hope this makes Rochester better             

Some ideas that I had were expand the healthcares so more people can be treated at a time but only 

have one expand at a time so the people don’t feel overwhelmed.
     

        Affordable housing             

                      

Better access to the downtown.   I also really appreciate parks and trails.            Free school meals        Support schools and community education

affordable rent downtown so there can be interesting shops and businesses.  it's just not 

interesting to be downtown.  Look at Northfield!  That's where i go to shop.

Listen to people.  Mayo is fabulous, but there are tons of folks who don't work with Mayo and they 

need a voice too.
                smaller class sizes - equitable funds to all schools

                      

I would like to see the complete upgrade of the Silver Lake Park including a way under the Broadway 

bridge, dam removal, updated playground for kids.
       We should prohibit private equity from buying homes causing a shortage in housing.        

Continue to do everything to support and accommodate Mayo Clinic. We are so fortunate to have 

them in our backyard.
   

I would like to see universal pre-K for the city and the whole state. If we educate people well it may 

help insure they can get a job to support housing and may also practice better self care.

                      

ldk green space                   

More hangout places/fun things to do for teenagers (paint ball, go karts, sports etc). We have a 

very clean city- keep up the great work there! (Esp. noticeable after visiting Seattle/other places!

I would also like to add that the rentals housing is getting out of control. I am not happy to see 

several homes in my neighborhood turn into rentals. I want my kids to be able to buy a house in 

the future, not rent for life. The rentals usually aren't kept up- dead trees/ landscaping isn't 

maintained.

    

More townhomes/single family homes,limit the rental homes. This town is so transient- it is hard 

for my kids to meet and keep friends with ppl moving in and out- esp with rental homes in 

neighborhood.

             

                      

Reduced cost parking, more sports in a new stadium for attending, competing and engaging.  More 

festivals to celebrate the diversity of our city.. Add a new MC museum of history and innovation.
                     

Traffic that actually flows instead of stopping for every intersection and roads that are well 

maintained.
               Healthcare that is affordable for all who are willing to contribute to society.      

                    Less screens in schools would be amazing.

Rochester should be a convention and tournament destination. So more entertainment, better 

sports facilities, etc.

Also more affordable housing.

   Continue to build facilities that will attract events to Rochester. Support local businesses    
Encourage affordable housing. Incentive subsidized apartments. Remove barriers to building by 

reducing paperwork and red tape.
             

the very best thing to improve Rochester is the death of animals on the roads. ive had seen many 

death Deers, Raccons and many other widlife that are just laying on the roads.
                     

First and foremost, the Mayor of the city should not have a blanket block on their official Mayoral 

social media page.  This flies directly in the face of the 1st Amendment according to the ACLU.

There's been quite a focus on "affordable housing", yet property taxes keep rising which doesn't 

make it affordable.  Lowering property tax makes owning a home more affordable.
                  

Money                Lower the Price of Humira    More funds for schools

Keep downtown vibrant so businesses there can thrive serving both visitors and community 

members. Constant construction is a barrier. Inclusivity and open-mindedness. Good 

transportation options.

Parking is an issue in downtown Rochester. We are a car-centric society and not everyone wants 

to/is able to bike everywhere. If parking is inadequate and public transportation is inadequate, 

people are not going to visit a business - they will go somewhere else or do their business online. 

Housing is a big issue in Rochester. In order to bring more diversity to business, you need 

employees. If people can't afford to live here, how will you attract them? If it's painful to get to their 

job due to parking and transportation barriers, how will you get them?  Child care is also a huge 

All of the priorities you listed are equally important and feed into one another. It wasn't easy to 

select one as 'most important' but if there isn't economic vitality, you won't have any of them.
               

I don't know what the best answer is. Public education is woefully underfunded. I support the 

referendum, but paying even higher taxes is a difficult pill to swallow.

I think the most important thing is affordable housing.  Next I would say making sure our schools 

are fully funded.
I would love to see daycares in senior housing so the different generations get to know each other.     

Housing needs to be affordable for people with entry level jobs. It also needs to be close to bus 

routes and schools.
             

Groups with different viewpoints coming together for a common goal.  We are so divisive; we need 

to get out of our own way.
We need to work on making housing of all kinds affordable, not just apartment buildings.                 

Support the school district in communications and messaging.  Similar to how the city supported 

efforts around the referendum.

The city needs to invest more than it's currently investing into public areas downtown to be even 

more attractive to people and make them more inviting and less bleak.
       

Homeownership needs to be easier for first time buyers. The city needs to block corporations, 

especially non local companies, from buying up houses making it hard for prices to be manageable.
             

Stable and diversified economy with public services that meet the needs of the community.    
Ease requirements for doing business and promote diversification with support to small 

businesses.
               Support of the school districts in meeting their needs.

More parks for sure I haven't seen many around here        I'd like to see housing more affordable sometime in the future ya know?              

A real high quality performing arts center                    
Prioritize public school funding and special programs for special needs and advanced learning, 

support for educators

Nursing home staffing. Home care for seniors. More support from Mayo Clinic to pay taxes CVS 

and home care.  High sped rail. More a roundabouts.  Keep green spaces (eg. Soldiers Field) 

downtowen.

                     

                      

To educate the kids because they are our future.                      

Affordable Housing: Public Health and Well-being: Cultural & Community Engagement: Supporting 

small businesses, startups, & diverse industries to reduce reliance on healthcare & promote job 

creation.

Diverse Economic Growth: Supporting small businesses, startups, and diverse industries to reduce 

reliance on healthcare and promote job creation. Affordable Housing: Ensuring access to affordable 

housing for all income levels to maintain inclusivity and prevent displacement. Public Health and 

Well-being: Prioritizing mental and physical health services, green spaces, and recreational facilities 

to promote a high quality of life. Bike lanes often create more danger than safety. They confuse 

drivers, leading to accidents at intersections and narrow lanes. Cyclists are vulnerable, with cars 

                
Education should refocus on reading, writing, & arithmetic, while bringing back teaching life skills. 

These fundamentals, paired with practical knowledge, prepare students for real-world success.

no school!!!! none                   

                      

                      

                      

    Employment in Rochester is strong but too much is paid in taxes   Wages aren’t keeping up with housing prices. Something needs to balance out   
Nutrition education. It’s really something I didn’t have. I probably should have been more educated 

on this.
      With schools becoming MORE AND MORE LIBERAL, there will be a MASS homeschool movement

Electric chargers in the public because of the amount of electric cars coming we need more 

chargers. I also think we need more entertainment places for all ages across Rochester.Parks, 

gamesheds,etc.

       

More public places and sheltering for the homeless. Because the amount of homeless living in the 

skyway is getting out of hand. Lets give more public options that can let them get clean and stay 

warm.

   
I would also like to see more food options for the homeless and also for some families with kids in 

school who are struggling.  Give like every 2 weeks a food supply just to help them for some time.
       

I want to see schools crack down on skippers. Crack down more on kids skipping class, skipping 

school, etc. I would like to see more lessons for students that are fun, not boring writing 

assignments.

fiscal responsibility, and being careful about gentrification pushing small businesses out                      

High paying jobs, a broad tax base, better connectivity to MSP, improved K-12 education    
Expand economic development efforts to attract and grow more non-Mayo employment 

opportunities.
                 

Create an indoor botanical garden.                      

    seems quite a few places are "short" of help   homeless shelters; continue to make (print) resource materials   so many places to eat; prices are high plus they want a tip   Mayo spend less on building   stricter attendance regulations

get better football fields for John marshall no                   

food fod         better tastey food          

Rochester needs to be a significantly denser city in all regards to be the best it can be by 2050.

Creating more density would go a long way to solve many of Rochester's challenges. Denser 

development creates more taxes for less infrastructure and service costs. Denser development also 

protects more habitat and greenspace outside the city. Greater density also encourages more 

interaction between more neighbors, creating tighter social bonds. Denser neighborhoods mean 

more people can walk to work, school, and services, reducing traffic, pollution, and costly wear and 

tear on roads. With more density we can have smaller commercial spaces that support more local 

    
Rochester needs to allow for and incentivize the construction of a lot more housing, and 

encourage the building of certain types of housing that promote density in all areas of the city.

The city does not need to directly subsidize housing. The city needs to permit significantly more 

housing of all forms. Luxury apartments ease demand on mid-tier apartments, which then lower 

prices and become more affordable. The same happens with houses. Many people want the 

neighborhood proximity and smaller properties of Silver Lake, Slatterly Park, or Kutzky Park, but 

also want new builds. The city should support demonstration projects that demo low quality single 

family homes and convert the parcel to multiple homes on the same lot. The city should also work 

          

Univ of Mn becomes 4 yr college of more career disciplines.  Enlarge the historic downtown 

district..concern for homeless population.. More public awareness and opportunities for plastic 

recycling

                     

                      

                      

        More assisted living locations   More “neighborhood grocery stores” versus large box stores   More subsidized transportation to healthcare   Affordable community education

    Yes!   Yes!   Yes!   

I’m especially concerned about the poor quality of the long-term care facilities as graded by 

Medicare on their website. There is one five star facility and one four star facility in the city of 

Rochester and all of the rest are one and two stars for quality as graded by Medicare, this is 

appalling. There’s a long-term care facility on this Medicare website in Plainview that also gets a five 

star rating. We need to get the people running the facility in Plainview the facility in Rochester. 

Mayo clinics commitment to primary care continues to decrease. There are long wait times for tests. 

  Early child hood education is vital for our community.

                      

More affordable housing. Many service employees and lower salaries workforce. Make education 

the number 1 in the state.
                     

Fewer cars, more green space, a city focused on quality over speed in development. A city to 

support small independent business and not malls filled with chain stores. Preservation of historic 

spaces.

Great cities do not have “more parking.” Great cities are safe, clean, efficient, walkable, and 

compact. Great cities have trees which are planted and maintained, not torn out a few years later to 

make way for a widened road. Great cities recognize, protect, and celebrate their historic buildings. 

Great cities support unique small businesses and don’t

                
Expansion of options for early childhood care and education. Improved vocational teaching. 

Expanded summer education opportunities. Foreign language immersion curriculum.

A strong and vibrant economy, excellent schools, responsive local government at all levels and a 

community that is welcomed and engaged.
       

Continue to support initiatives that make development easier.  Use every tool we have and some we 

need to explore to fully and honestly support housing at all levels
       Healthy choices made available to all      

Homeless need to be held accountable for leaving trash all over public trails.  More “BIG” town 

events such as known singers, performers etc.
More big name performers.     More affordable houses to buy in town or houses to rent in town.        

People that do not get healthcare offered through employer should beable to afford to buy similar 

healthcare.
     

Better decisions regarding new roads. Question whether new road design is vetted by those who 

will use it
                     

idk idk         ikl          

A vibrant arts and culture center for visual and performing arts, cultural programs and event spaces.                      

We need access to affordable mental health care, childcare, and housing. I think other things are higher priority         
We need to address food insecurity and make sure all residents have access to food they can 

afford. We need more food shelves around town
Na

We need MENTAL health services. Investment in infrastructure related to accessing mental health 

services.
Funding for services Additional options when traditional models don’t work for students

Parking and walking to library can be difficult.  Need for a second building in area where more 

houses are going in?

Pedestrian infrastructure, particularly downtown needs improvement.

                     

More skate parks & pools, more small, one level affordable townhomes for snowbirds. More night 

music venues (jazz, easy listening).. Comedy clubs. Arboretum/gardens in central city. Downtown 

movies.

                     

A more transparent city government so the citizens are simply more aware        More affordable housing options G           

                      

Affordable housing, easy access for walking and biking, adequate green spaces, a community 

focused on helping people of all ages from newborn to seniors to be able to live their best lives.
           

Currently in Rochester, I see charitable organizations taking the lead in ensuring that people who 

are food insecure are feed, followed by the schools with backing by state government.
         

Recognize "downtown" is not the downtown shopping destination for the citizens of Rochester. 

Most of us shop at venues outside of the "downtown" area.
Affordable housing yes, but not "downtown" however on a bus route.     

Reduce "impact" to builders, seek private sector contributions to building expenses. Provide 

ownership to housing supported by the city and public.
           Affordable, Improve Test Scores.

More focus and support that Rochester is for more than just Mayo Clinic. It should be supportive 

to those not in the medical community.
       

More support for people to own single unit housing. It no longer feels like it is an attainable goal 

for anyone. I don't want to rent for the rest of my life and throw my money away.

I would like to stay and build my life in Rochester, but rent for a safe, livable space should not be 

costing over half of my paycheck. People shouldn't have to find roommates just to survive, or have 

to choose between having a child or owning a home or being able to retire. It feels like you have to 

choose only one of these goals if you are not a doctor at Mayo.

          

                      

    

Make the economy broader than STEM so the community is attractive to more than doctors and 

researchers (and their spouses and partners who may decline a move here because they see no 

viable employment opportunities for themselves).

  

Plymouth once had a requirement that included affordable housing percentages in all 

developments, which in turn helped the area grow with all levels of housing and much less disparity 

than other communities; other communities have used library branches as the base of mixed use, 

affordable housing alongside high end penthouses; other communities have found ways to mix 

housing for seniors alongside starter homes, town homes and larger family homes so you don't 

have to ever leave your neighborhood and the amenities you are used to

  Seek out food deserts and find creative ways to bring fresh food options into those areas   
work with schools, libraries, and other organizations that have wide community use to increase 

access
  

As the RPS referendum documents indicate, Rochester receives significantly less for its K-12 

funding than similar communities, sometimes to the tune of 50% less. If Rochester wants higher 

quality education for its children, it needs to support education at levels at least on par with like 

districts. If the district was getting 50% more per pupil, imagine how much more student supports 

it could offer to make school safe and accessible. How about middle school sports not tied to high 

school teams, so students who haven't played competitive sports have a chance to try new things? 

more envirmoentally friendly accesabilty thingilings    economy be econemying and we gotta do that better nah               

Rochester must diversify its economic base. Too dependent on Mayo. Big box healthcare will face 

headwinds like big box retailers. AI driven healthcare & specialty clinics are emerging mega trends.
                     

                      

    
Making downtown more accessible with safe/separated bike lanes, wide sidewalks for families and 

more public transportation downtown.
  The housing here is really high for what people's wages are.   

Smaller grocery stores generally have great specialty items, it's nice to see fruit stands/veggie stalls 

outside in random places.
      

Preschool is hard for parents as there are only two public preschool locations, and only one has 

before/after school care. The times do not line up well for working parents or caregivers. Even the 

elementary schools get off so early that high school kids who watch younger kids won't be out of 

school till later. Makes it very difficult to arrange schedules and make things work out.

    Better pay for teachers, more affordable housing   more affordable housing, more shelters for.Homeless   Keep lunches free for schools       Supply schools with necessary materials. Better pay for teacher

User friendly courts, full funding of legal assistance orgs, public safety downtown evenings-visible, 

present officers..stop gu violence..maintain bike paths and bike parking racks
                     

We need to let every Rochester citizen to have decent heath care        to let collage kids with little to no money afford an appartment              

repair the existing bike trails, make Rochester safer, have the homeless not overtake downtown.            Make the food good for you cheaper          

Affordable housing, child care and equitable opportunities economically and culturally.    
Growing as a community that is desirable to a broad spectrum of visitors, residents and natives of 

the areas. Avoiding catering only to visitors or those with the most economic mobility.
           

Equitable access to high quality, individualized healthcare and community medicine with broad 

community outreach.

It’s possible to wait several months to be seen at Mayo. For many, this just isn’t an option, 

healthcare is generally quite time sensitive. Mayo needs more providers with smaller patient loads.

Committing to healthy, well funded, public schools! Expanding the library system and creating 

more learning opportunities for people of all ages.

meh    More jobs    more available housing and rent control        Easier to access      

                      

Bigger downtown, No more empty landscapes, more tall buildings, Self driving taxi's, more houses, 

Tourist locations, more community events, restraunts and supermarkets close to neighborhoods.       

   ,

                     

            More healthy food places to eat, less fast food         

1.  inclusive community master calendar of events accessible to visitors and residents (not 

facebook or other sites that require your personal info)

2. law enforcement action on loud vehicles-explosiv

           healthy meals for all who need them no more goods of any kind from china or areas not following our standards       

My family would really like to see a Nordstrom Rack, Whole Foods, and/or Cost Plus World Market. 

24hr public transit option where I could take the bus into downtown at 3:30pm and a 2am back to 

NWRoch

       Without housing, how does anybody succeed. Keep rental prices affordable

For future development, it shouldn't be all about profits for developers. Perhaps entice developers 

with incentives to build affordable housing and give back percentage of profits to 

city/organization/reinvest in community

          

More greenery/parks. We have a beautiful river (silver lake) and a new boulevard and new 

apartments.. and then a milk factory. it takes up so much room in such a prime spot and is a huge 

eyesore

I was going to wendys north the other day(by newts), and saw a child that wasn't more than 12 

years old. She was riding her bike and there was no where safe for her to go. From that wendys all 

the way down to the ford dealership just seems very dangerous.

we need more jobs that are for no/minimally educated people that aren't at mayo. we need to give 

more incentives to companies that are not mayo. 

we also need more tourism. right now its only for mayo

   
we need more multi-family housing. prices are ridiculous. we have locked ourselves in to SFH 

because we want prop values to keep increasing. its unsustainable.

our utility companies should not be profitable. there should be NO profit incentive. NONE. it 

should be government run with as little overhead as possible.
          

                      

Lower taxes for retired people. Much more access and handicapped parking everywhere in the city. 

Benches for older folks to sit on.Family style restuarants that don't cost an arm and a leg.
                     

Public transportation - push to eliminate cars. Transition from small town mentality to growth 

mentality. Current justice practice does not address traffic & crime .
                     

An environment that inspires the wellness and peace of its residents and visitors.
We need diverse housing within Rochester that are affordable and liveable to all the workers within 

the community.
    

Investment in first homes projects, down payment grants, energy efficacy grants, education in 

financial literacy for getting a mortgage and how to care for a property in MN weather cold and hot.
             

Get a different road contractor because many of our streets are bumpy and poorly made.

If the project is awarded to the lowest bidder-then follow up at year 3 and year 5 to make sure their 

quality is good.  Make them repair it if is not in good shape. Example: the road in front of the new 

Cub grocery store and in front of Costco.

                  

rn imo in Rochester there's a lot of spaces that are like old and stuff so I think we should prob 

renovate them and also like the buildings and stuff make it like taller and uhh like more modern 

maybe

like also I think we need to make moar schools and also moar funding for the existing skools and 

also provide money for the homelessness problem
            mayo should be cheaper and moar better o and also btw make less taxes fr less taxes and less medical bills   

Lower property taxes, more educational resources for those struggling with mental disorders, 

financial instability, substance abuse. Affordable community center. Support small business.

We can do better when it comes to dealing with the few homeless people who are frequently seen 

across town, especially those who are US citizens and Veterans. Regarding crime, I feel that many of 

the crimes taking place in Rochester are purposefully under-reported, making it seem that there is 

not an issue. Regarding the comment on Rochester becoming a tech hub, at one time we were 

because of the IBM campus and other companies in the area. We should be doing whatever we can 

to have these types of companies come back into the area, creating a more high functioning 

The creation of small businesses is crucial. Recovery from Covid shut downs. Limit the amount of 

corporate businesses to help locally owned flourish.
       

Encourage and help the current farmers' market expand. Seek to support the elimination of harmful 

chemicals, dyes, seed oils, etc. in our food. More natural food options.
       

RPS doesn't have a good reputation in the greater Rochester area. I fear sending my children there. 

Teachers need to focus on education, not politics/ideologies. Bullying discouraged. SpED programs.

better education provided for people with special needs, because some children don't have access 

to the best opportunities for them.
               

let familes with low money/income gett he insurance they need to get the healthcare that they will 

neede
     

City administrators and many upper level management to retire. an accessibility audit of public 

sectors as this isn't a disability friendly city
Social worker available at the library speak to all economic levels or neighborhoods to get their perspectives on tax increases or levy                  

When doing community development,  look further into the future to make sure it still works with 

increased population, traffic, etc. Add requirements to provide quality low income rentals.

Many of the newer housing options were supposed to provide for the large population of service 

workers but the rental rates are way to high. When the city puts in new streets it seems like they 

only look a few years in the future. Then 5 years later when more development happens in the area 

the 5 year old streets don't work well and requests for changes or improvements are turned down 

with statements like "it is working as designed" or "we can't do that because we would need to 

obtain adjacent property and that is too expensive". In some cases, the city knew a school was 

Offer more support for new business development and look at new ways to support those living in 

poverty.
   

Make sure new housing development requires low income housing support to our community. 

Increase support for homeless housing options.
           

More information shared with the community to help them understand the economic challenges 

of running a school district so referendums are supported.

When we live in denser configurations like Cities, we expect strong public safety assumptions, 

stable economic assumptions across income ranges, and good entertainment and educatoinal 

offerings.

                     

A daily local newspaper that has investigative reporters and a forum for diverse opinions. 

Greater pride in local ownership without franchises or Twin Cities ownership. 

Ban of billboards.

                     

                      

Clean environment and better safety                      

a community shuttle services specialized for downtown & Mayo, charter school, schools for 

autism children, more options for children that don't learn easily, transportation needs!; improve 

education.

                     

To create the best Rochester Rochester can be is to innovate and reform the current Rochester to a 

more modern and fitted to citizens needs.
           

We need to cut down on junk foods and not have as many. The reason why is because it is 

damaging our society's health and limiting our progression
   More free healthcare so when you get hurt you don't get a 1000$ bill dumped on you.    

I want kids to feel like the needs THEY need for education is suitable for them and they won't feel 

like an outcast by going to school. There needs to be more requirements for safety and teachers.

                      

People allowing immature high school students to drive, need more officers out during rush hours 

and in general, and people need pollution studies to make the earth healthier more respect
       

Housing and rent are so expensive even for low income people and there is people living for free off 

government money and there is homeless out there that can’t get help
       

Healthcare to advance and for people not to have to pay so much for medications and to have 

better healthcare for adults
     

More walkable streets downtown as well as around rochester, better bus system to decrease need 

for cars to navigate around the city
           

more affordable nutritious food options such as grocery stores near neighborhoods to avoid food 

deserts
         

Safe educated community for all citizens. Consist, fair treatment for all.                   

Building on the success of the medical industry thriving in our town, I would like to see expansion 

of both public and higher education opportunities to feed talent more locally sourced.

The key to homeless housing are programs to re integrate them back into society. For the most part 

they were not born into their unfortunate circumstance.
    

Housing and infrastructure go together. For example, having apartment type housing built in 

proximity to public transportation/staging areas. Europe has good systems to study. 

Berlin,Munich,London

             

        
Minimize the regulations that developers are required to meet which increase the costs that must 

passed onto home/commercial purchasers.
          

Don't ask for long term (10 year) tax increases. Our vision cannot accurately predict that far ahead. 

Limit requests to no more than 2 years at a time.

Ample law enforcement to keep up as the city expands. Strict prosecution for serious crimes. We 

can’t turn into Minneapolis
       Housing is a basic need. If it’s not met, people will be in survival mode.            Invest in the teachers and school staff so they can properly show up for the students.

Vigorous Focus on Rochester’s Zumbro River Waterfront

As nice as Rochester is, to many other folks from elsewhere, this is the flat Midwest, yes, kind of a 

fly-over area….yeah, painful to hear.  I see far, far more than that.  But the aura and ambiance of a 

city in the eyes of a visitor can really be impressed by a vigorous and diverse waterfront….retail 

businesses, eateries, entertainment, and public space.  And as a recent Post Bulletin article 

mentions, along the Zumbro river could also be a desirable and workable area for both regular and 

low income housing.  But I want to emphasize the vitality of a mix of food, sales, entertainment, 

                  

Affordable housing (lots of new apartments but are they affordable to poor and working poor?)

Options for young unmarried adults (20 -30) to increase social connections (avoid social isolation )
           

Nutrition is basic to health/life!  Food insecurity is a problem. Good nutrition is key to mental / 

physical health especially in childhood. Nutrition education and healthy food availability needed
         

Better entertainment options - music, theater, festivals, sports, bars, restaurants - throughout 

Rochester, not just downtown.  More bike paths and pickleball courts.  Less taxes on residents.

Rochester needs more joy and life, because Mayo Clinic is serious, sometimes overly so.  We need 

more spaces to have fun and for well-being, including public green spaces but also indoor venues 

to celebrate, like bars and restaurants.

Ensure that the city government does not thwart economic growth through over-regulation and 

over-taxing.  Encourage growth through tax incentives, but not just for construction builders.
               

Build another public high school.  Ensure the schools are well-funded so we have the best teachers 

and principals possible, and class sizes are ideal for learning.

High speed train to Mpls airport and/or more frequent reasonable flights from our airport.  Cost is 

usually more than taking shuttle.
                     

An indoor public pool

Investments in our public schools

Housing that is well below market value to meet the need of the unhoused (tiny homes?)

Better public transportation system

Expand public library

Many of our future employees are currently students in our public schools. If we don’t invest more 

in our public schools (supporting the referendum, building community partnerships, etc) we will 

fail to build our future employees and fail to bring new employees to the community.

                
I would like to see more community partnerships between our public schools, Mayo, OMC, IBM, 

and other businesses and organizations in the area.

Heritage preservation. Buildings and infrastructure made to last. Less uncontrolled growth, less 

cheap sprawl. Fewer chains, less mall. More farm to table, more local, more green.

Not if affordable housing means cheap ugly apartments that won’t last a generation. Affordable 

housing can still be beautiful and integrated into a healthy downtown. More walkable daily 

activities. More shared spaces. Home care for seniors should include focusing on living well, not 

living long. Care at home is better than needing a hospital stay.

                

Educate people on how to be healthy, how to be valuable to your community, and how to be a 

good steward. The other aspects of a healthy community are also important but start with 

educated people.



Rochester must improve Mayo Clinic staffing. To ensure quality care, we must attract and retain 

nurses with better support, resources, and a welcoming work environment for long-term success.

As a master’s level nurse, I believe Rochester must prioritize improving staffing at the Mayo Clinic to 

enhance patient care. While the Unbound program is a valuable addition, I’m increasingly 

concerned about how current staffing affects care quality. Inadequate staffing strains nurses and 

healthcare professionals, potentially compromising patient outcomes.
        

I think it when the county or the city of Rochester is providing assistance to those in need, I think it 

would be better served for them to receive healthy food as opposed to the option to pick their
Na       

Spaces for communities to access without cars. Affordable housing for people to own, not rent. 

Minimizing Mayo's control over Rochester and making healthcare cheaper for all. More 

progressive/liberal.

Downtown is basically car access only, making businesses that aren't Mayo suffer. There is very 

little housing for people to own that is of acceptable quality and affordable. We don't need more 

apartments for rent or outrageously priced houses. Mayo brings some benefits, but also many 

costs that the community bears. People who live here should all have access to affordable 

healthcare for Mayo to operate here. We should also be championing progressive/liberal causes. 

The fact that we have billboards that argue fetuses are people and a disgrace when we know the 

    Affordable, quality housing. No more apartments. Simple as that.              

More businesses open after 6 pm
I’d like to see more tech companies like IBM and Benchmark move to the area. More support for 

Rochester’s art and restaurants.

I think we need to invest in more businesses that can support those who work late in Rochester. 

Everything closes after 6 pm.

Many businesses and town meeting are held at times that only allow people who get off work early 

can attend
            I’d like to see more funding for city schools. Mayo can’t bail us out every time.

    Long term employment/career opportunities   Emphasis on affordable housing   Reduce processed foods   Updated medicare/medicard part C   Teach cursive writing

                      

better people no     cheaper houses no     make it less expensive nah   

LOTS more trees. Neighborhood gardens so people get to know their neighbors as they work the 

ground together. Better maintained bike trails. Art in low-income neighborhood parks.
Infrastructure investments in low-income neighborhoods. Speed tables/bumps for traffic control.     

in-fill within city--example 4th SE (east of Roscoes), next to United Way. $220,000 isn't affordable 

for many, rent control, don't subsidize market rate housing. reduce home/lot sizes.
             

Rochester public schools should be funded to spend $2000 per student to adequately provide 

services for all childrem
           Nutrition support available on the weekends        More selections in Community Ed

Access to information & resources, affordability, peace & security

I would like a fireworks ordinance that only allows for fireworks to be set off on certain dates for a 

set time range.  Too many neighbors are inconsiderate.  The noise bothers babies, dogs, PTSD 

sufferers, elderly and those on alternate shifts needing sleep.

Good paying jobs, robust & diverse employers, and entrepreneurial culture will make our 

community thrive.
Mayo is a strong force for good in our community, but it’s better to grow a diverse employer base.         

Healthcare costs are too high in Rochester.  Many people avoid medical appointments to save 

money which can result in poor health outcomes.  It’s a shame when we live so close to Mayo 

Clinic!

Programs to meet people where they are.  So many suffering from mental health, addiction or 

housing issues end up at the library.  Why not provide beginning assistance there?

Greater access to shared resources that inform and help citizens thrive.  Investing in library & 

offering higher educational opportunities like training etc.

More entertainment venues.                      

More transparency and less censorship

Stop cutting off the voices of people who disagree with you. Stop being so partisan. More time on 

real issues that affect everyone and not vanity projects like moving with the mayor or art projects 

that involve little to no effort and cost taxpayers for the ridiculousness

                  

Great public schools. Green spaces that are climate resilient and well stewarded.
Streamline waste disposal so there's only one trash and recycling contractor per neighborhood. 

Have curbside kitchen compost.
    More high quality neighborhood housing for low income folks.            

RPS struggled badly during the last few superintendents (Dr. Pekle is great!). RPS students have 

fallen behind and need community support to get caught up and excel.

Light rail to the airport and the cities.  Expand the civic center.  More enforcement on Laws for 

bicyclist and scooters. Develop pedestrian bridge Broadway & silver lake. No homeless tents allowed

Don't be like Portland or San Francisco.  Enforce laws.  Rochester needs more entertainment too.  

Could use a zoo or museums.  Silver lake parks needs more night time lighting for security and 

safety.  People drive fast thru the park please install speed bumps.  Develop a outdoor enclosed 

rooftop shopping center.  Take a look at Winnipeg.  The forks area is what Rochester should 

develop into attract tourists in.  I would like to see more native outside art displays.

                  

                      

? ?                   

Expansion UMR, transit plan, support downtown development.        More affordable housing              

I think that there is not a lot of places for teens to be and gather in. So something cheap or free to 

be at but still fun.
                     

Celebrate diverse ethnicities thru festivals similar to those that happen(ed) in Detroit MI.  With 

dance groups, ethnic foods, bands for public dancing. - this brings all people together.

I was homeless with 2 children and when this occurs one is in a catch 22 situation. You can’t 

receive help / assistance without an address and you can’t have an address without help. Once I did 

find help (from family) and was receiving aid, I was able to attend and finish school and college - 

afterwards  through my career employment, the state received their return on investment in the 

form of taxes 100 times over. Look at helping the homeless as an investment in our community’s 

future.

                

Provide adult ed opportunities such as GED, HS diploma. Allow Roch residents to use the various 

school facilities e.g. track @ Century HS w/ a sm member fee -help Roch resid see reason to cont Ed 

fund

    Encourage a broader economic base including high technology manufacturing   All efforts to expand home ownership opportunities is needed   Continue all efforts in this area   I believe we do a good job in this area   

The focus on K-12 educational excellence is needed and our community should be known as much 

for our medical excellence as our educational excellence. Having RCTC as well as baccalaureate 

programs sets us apart from many communities and must be maintained.

Continued investment in infrastructure such as roads, bridges, parks, and trails while working to 

reduce the cost of living and doing business

Provide entertainment opportunities, this can include revamping (or relocating) Mayo Field to 

increase its usage. Bringing in entertainment acts, utilizing our waterfront, and investing in 

infrastructure as well as providing a quality of education will do wonders for talent attraction and 

retention. Many people travel to the Twin Cities, Winona, or LaCrosse for these opportunities 

currently.

Working to reduce the cost of doing business here. Many issues lie with state policy but the city 

can partner with developers to ensure the UDC is not a barrier to growth/investment
   

Reducing the redtape and costs to develop housing. We need housing of all levels, this includes 

starter homes, and specifically the "missing middle"

Again, continuing to reduce the barriers and cost of development for both housing and 

apartments. By increasing stock of all housing we can help reduce the costs or stabilize it. The 

focus should be on increasing housing for the "missing middle" which is a majority of the city. 

How are we to attract and retain folks when they can't afford to live here?

          

                      

        
Get rid of panhandling.  Provide place for homeless on a limited time basis, then buy the bus ticket 

out of town...Need tract housing on grade, 1200 sq ft, two to three bedroom.
  No sense.  Families should provide for themselves.       Early childhood education proven to not be worthwhile long term.  Pay teachers for performance.

I love the downtown skyways and subways for walking and getting from business to business all 

year round. Keep them sparkling clean and consider adding more.
                   

Fund education locally but keep after the state to better fund education statewide. Children 

deserve an excellent start and they don't always have the support they need at home. Schools 

should assist.

Smaller class sizes (especially in middle school), safety, security, clean, friendly, joy, family friendly            Affordable and good tasting fast food        
Smaller class sizes (less than 25 per class in middle school), more time off for teachers, supplies, 

not having to rely so heavy on referendum

Lower taxes and stopping unnecessary spending! No one wants to move to Rochester because of 

the costs!
Stop letting developers build unaffordable housing with TIF!

The tax and spend policies of the Mayor and city council need to end! If you want to grow the city 

you can’t keep taxing people out of their homes!
                 

                      

Build up more business's for downtown, including a movie theater or a place like Barnes and Noble. 

If you don't drink, there is nothing to do downtown. What are quests from out of town to do?
                     

More activities to do in Rochester for young people and families
I feel that there are not a lot of places to go for entertainment. Ex: the Honkers games are great but 

they're only around for a few months out of the year. Outside of summer, there isn't much to do.
                  

Affordable places to live. Access to transportation that isn't focused on just getting to Mayo. Jobs 

that pay a living wage. Reasonable taxes.
       

Focus on accessible housing that people at or below the medium income can afford. Offer more 

incentives for developers to invest in these type of housing. Safety should also be a factor.
           

Schools that are part of the community and funded to reduce class size and attract excellent 

teachers.

                      

Affordable housing with everyone in consideration like those who can only work part time, 

accessibility consulting disabled people, more walkable city, community building events, no one left 

behind

There are very few housing options for people who can't work full time or make much money, but 

you need those people to live here to run customer service type jobs - it's not just Mayo 

employees. The city needs to be more accessible to poeple who can't drive, and it would be better 

for the enironment if people could walk to the grocery store instead of drive. You need to be getting 

feedback from disabled mobility aid users in new constuction projects, the new Peace Plaza bricks 

are horrible for wheelchair users and trip hazards. We need to keep having community building and 

Supporting community members in poverty, making life not as difficult for them. Supporting small 

businesses. Job oppportunities for all abilities, equitable hiring practices
           Healthcare options for those in poverty or without health insurance      

    

We need to provide more assistance for citizens with low income to further their education, give 

them pathways to better jobs, and provide supports to raise their children while advancing their 

careers.  We need more people to fill jobs but many are not able or ready.

  

I would like to see the city more directly influence the types of housing built and give people with 

lower incomes more pathways to stable, safe housing.  I would like to see more supports to keep 

people of all ages in their home or current living arrangement.

  

Continue to assure nutritious lunches for children in public schools so children can learn.  Educate 

parents and children regarding the importance of healthy foods to prevent negative health 

outcomes both short and long term.  Make sure citizens have access to healthy foods - keep an eye 

out for food deserts.

  

Help find and coordinate health resources for all citizens.  Assure availability of vaccinations, in 

school if necessary.  Decrease stigma around seeking help for both young and old to assure that 

low income citizens can ask for help finding the healthcare they need.

  

Assure students have access to the technology and other resource they need to maximize their 

educational opportunities. Pay attention to other barriers to education - hunger, lack of stable 

housing, lack of parenting abilities.  Continue connections with RCTC to help those for whom 

school is not easy.

                      

A liveable city. Affordable housing, public transportation, walkable, strong arts and cultural 

activities, welcoming and inclusive, and sensitive to the needs of all residents.

Strong educational institutions - primary and secondary, RCTC and UMR - are critical to creating 

educational paths that allow young people to succeed in a rapidly changing economy. A strong 

public library can build community and provide affordable access to numerous resources that 

permit continued learning. Parking seems more than adequate, and I’ve never felt unsafe in 

Rochester, so these are low priority for me.

    

Rochester needs affordable housing to support population growth. The emphasis should be on 

housing that contributes to neighborhood cohesion. Downtown housing should be multiple 

residential units.

The housing supply cannot be left to private developers. Otherwise, the only housing that will be 

built will be that which is most profitable. Keeping supply limited will always produce higher rents 

and sales prices. To achieve an adequate supply of affordable housing, government policies will be 

necessary to support and direct the housing market.

          

Rochester at its best should be accessible by public transport, feature a walkable downtown, and 

serve as home to many safe neighborhoods. It should be a pleasant place to visit and to live.
                     

Regional Transportation-shuttle from Rochester to MSP airport

Local Transportation-Fast (monorail) service to heart of the Mayo Clinic neighborhood

New, expanded, light filled Rochester Public Library

A new performance venue that could serve the Rochester Symphony Orchestra and other musical 

events. Keep green space. More restaurants, services, specialty shops in city center. All services 

connected by skyways for all-season pedestrian flow in a new downtown. Lo

                  

        Downtown condos connected to subway   Food markets downtown         

More employers who need a range of white-collar and blue-collar  professionals. A local 

government that lives within its budget and controls development rather than greenlighting every 

project.

   
Attract at least one employer that in the long term could rival Mayo as the city's largest employer 

and in the short term could employ a significant number of people.
               

Use state lottery money for schools to minimize or prevent property tax increases. Focus on 

fundamentals that will help students go onto ccollege or into the trades.

Industrial or Manufacturing to bring down the Median income, Affordable housing, robust 

downtown with mom-and-pop shops and affordable food choices, Things for 18-year-olds and 

young adults,

Broadway needs to be pedestrian friendly and offer more choicesfor transportation         
Agricultural and green space - Public gardens, Expand the farms market, look at cost affective was 

to get vegetables in the hands of children.
         

Allow more restaurants to build in Rochester.   We don't have an IHOP,  Chilis, or a Cracker Barrel.  

Most cities our size have these restaurants.
                     

A high speed rail . A more robust night life for adults without children.  A facelift, we look like it’s 

1950 in much of town. Getting better.
Education on healthy food and nutrition Affordable retail and business space. Too many empty buildings and retail spots at the mall

Rochester apparently is not big enough for some of the big restaurants and companies. Make it 

easier for  new restaurant s to open and thrive
              

    Focus on the ENTIRE City not just Downtown.   Accessible housing   Food shelves that actually help citizens unlike the one at 125LIVE.         

Increased affordable housing options, more trade and entry level jobs, and opportunities to attract 

young professionals and young families.
       More affordable housing options for lower income households.        

Greater access to low cost or free healthcare services, especially preventive services, to 

disadvantaged/underserved and refugee communities in Rochester.
     

I come from a large family whose members are dispersed across the country. I live in a place that is 

the least visited by my siblings. There is no major draw for them to come, unless they have cancer.

We should have less parking and more multimodal transportation. More parking means more 

gridlock.
    

We must create more housing in the "middle," something between single family units and large 

apartments, and we must do as much infill to reduce transportation sprawl.
             

More events for younger people to do in and around the area.            
More places for good healthy food like restaurants and grocery stores. Having places to garden 

would be awesome too
         

By prioritizing these key areas, Rochester could become a thriving, resilient, and inclusive city by 

2050—creating a strong economy, vibrant community, and sustainable future for all residents.

Key Considerations for Planning

•	Collaboration: Foster collaboration across sectors and stakeholders.

•	Long-Term Planning: Ensure planning efforts are flexible and adaptable to future needs.

Inclusive Engagement: Ensure broad, inclusive citizen engagement in the development process.

                  

Rochester is not a small town anymore. Time to grow up to a big city: better infrastructure (roads, 

public transit, flights), more family-friendly (more libraries, pools, etc), etc.

Decentralize the library into multiple city libraries.  Build more (free or cheap) pools.  Make flights 

out of Rochester more viable.  Easier transport to the Twin Cities.  Build less around Mayo to make 

Rochester a place to come in and of itself.  Consider Sioux Falls (a similar size city 10 years ago)  

model.

Diversify from Mayo Clinic--if they leave, Rochester dies.  Attract other companies.  Reduce taxes.  

Attract families.  Make people WANT to live here for reasons other than work.
       Incentivize organic farming; promote farmer's market; prefer local over global foods          

    Startup grant funding..Market research on types of businesses that people want/need’   
Housing for single parents with support services (childcare, transportation, food, social services, 

etc.)
  Accessibility to locally grown produce in local grocery stores. Gardening assistance.   Yes, especially for small business owners.   

Continuing education for adults. This lands on RPS to offer. 125 Live also has great programming 

that retirees are supporting.

Good transportation options, not just going downtown, but around all of the city. Lower property taxes                   

Rochester needs a significant increase in affordable housing for individuals and families, well 

funded schools, and economic opportunities dir our diverse opulation.
None of the aforementioned goals and priorities are possible without affordable housing.

Opportunities for small businesses development, especially businesses owned by women and 

BiPOC individuals.
   

We needs investment in low and moderate income housing as currently housing prices are cost-

prohibitive for many of our citizens.  There are large numbers of the working poor unable to afford 

housing

There is a lot of talk about ending homelessness,, but this cannot be accomplished with 

Rochester’s cuurent housing inventory or housing prices and rent prices.  MNy individuals who live 

on Social Security or SSI are prices outnof the housing market, and several employed individuals are 

staying at the Warming Center nightly as they are unable to pay even the lower rent rates.  This is 

truly shameful in. City with the need for a large service sector to support the community and Mayo 

visitors.

          

                      

more of tax money going to schools / education                      

Figure out how to create a more vibrant downtown. It's difficult trying to combine a medical 

community and a university town. Interesting shops in the subway are only open when the clinic is 

open!

                     

Make sure schools have enough funding to give everyone a good, stable education.        Make sure everyone has a roof to live under especially when it gets super cold in the winter    Make sure everyone has healthy food to eat and          

    

Need more good paying jobs! We have an educated population and people work remote now. How 

do we get companies and people to move here. Also, as an example, there are 3k+ Mayo physicians 

alone in Rochester. Most are partnered with other educated people, many of whom are 

underemployed and/or under connected. How do we leverage that, and all of the expertise we have 

in this city? Good jobs and a liberal bent should improve the other items, like poverty reduction. 

Without them, we get a hollowed out Midwestern town with some well-to-do and the rest looking 

  

Yes, we need more housing. Everything new is rental. How does that build equity or build roots in a 

town? There has to be a way to get more people in their own homes. How do we bring up all the 

housing stock that borders much of downtown? More and more of it is rental. How does that help 

someone trying to improve their home/neighborhood? Can the city help?

  

How about a daily farmers market every day downtown? How about a covered market place for the 

5 months where we cannot go outside? All these visitors in town…why not give them a place to 

peruse and a place for people to shop?

  

How to leverage Mayo to provide truly world-class care to all, basic health care to the people living 

in this region. We have great education (minus a big, local college). If all had great primary care (and 

more access to housing, more affordable retirement housing and elder care care options) people 

would come here in droves and would stay!

  

If our public schools fail here, they will fail everywhere. We have to maintain great schools. We see a 

push to privatize schools (or at least transfer public funds to private schools) and need to show 

the real value of good schools for all. And, if we had a college, we could add a dynamism that we are 

lacking and could provide continuing and lifelong education.

A new city charter. The RPU and library boards seem to work well, but the Park board does not. 

Major park decisions need to go through city council. Mayor Norton's park appointments were 

shameful.

The Park board approval of the mountain bike trail in Northern Heights Park was a complete farce. 

The decision was made without any public involvement and then ludricrous "public" meetings were 

held as a cover-up. Because of the antiquated city charter, city council was shut out. The Ward 5 

council member, though opposed to the decision, had no say. The destruction of the Park 

proceeded despite geologists and other experts testifying to the damage. Norton's appointments 

expressed willingness to damage Ward 5 because the damage "did not affect them". If the proposal 

    I think the city is addressing affordable housing and I'm happy to see that.              

Stronger elementary schools with decr in class size, more online gov't services response 

capabilities, increase in police & their support staff pay/benefits, better development of River-town 

feel.

       
Everyone who works in Rochester should be able to find an affordable way to live in Rochester. 

Figure out ways to build the city taller instead of wider, the sprawl has become quite large.
           

Decrease class sizes, especially in elementary schools. Coordinate with the school district to not 

ask for more money during the same voting year.

Employment diversity & multi-displ grad school (entrepreneurial MBA); MIMIT; Sky train to four city 

corners; K-12 w/ stronger community support; family high-rise downtown; Qwik Trip satellites.
                     

                      

A community where people freely share ideas without fear of being disrespected.

A community that is a destination for sports events and activities.  Both youth and adults should 

have ample facilities (high quality) and opportunities to play and compete. We should be able to 

host regional, state and national competitions.

                
Decrease class sizes, increase per pupil funding, ensure consistent funding for staff and supplies 

and equipment.

                      

A community where everyone has equitable access to resources, ensuring fairness, inclusion, and 

opportunity for all, regardless of background or circumstances.
       more diverse and dense housing options              

A popeyes and a rasing canes no thank you         I suggest a Rasing canes in NW Rochester and Popeyes in NW rochester A cheap raseing canes       

We need to come up with ways to integrate diversity and inclusion in everything we do.  It doesn't 

feel like there is an organizing structure for the voices of the marginalized.

I feel very safe in Rochester, and while homeless shelters help they are nto a long term solution for 

the person experiencing homelessness.
                The funding per pupil in Rochester is shamefully low, it needs to be increased to just be average!!!

Improved public transit, better integrated liberal arts/STEM education, diversity of enterprise/global 

outreach, appreciation of workers who support local economy, better internet access.
       

Housing with outdoor space, affordable housing, create neighborhoods with shopping/grocery 

access
   

Feed the school kids in a non-stigmatizing manner. Be creative in presenting nutritious foods 

attractively.
         

they need to drop the gas prices for people to go one place to another with more gas and no cars 

stopping
       

they should reduce the prices for housing and make them cheaper do the homeless can be living in 

homes
           

I feel like they need to make the schools safer and have security for the children safety cuz of a lot 

of shooting

More Housing                    
I would like to gain more funding put into education in order to allow students to get the best 

education possible and to also put more into advanced/special needs area and teachers.

                      

                      

                      

More housing grants for builders reduced property taxes. Support farmers market services. Funds 

to cover healthcare for low income. More professional arts/culture projects & entertainment.
                     

More affordable housing, more emphasis on healthy living and exercise, money put into the school 

systems for bettering our children's education. I very much want more green space.
       More low income housing, options for 1st time home buyers, landlord over sight              

We need more play activities establishment that we can take our kids to so they can have fun More playgrounds                   

                      

Diverse types of housing addressing workforce affordability accepted by community, retention of 

historic rochester w/ new structures that is not downtown oriented, greater understanding of taxes
                     

A since of community city-wide not just downtown.                    Four college

    Help people own property and build wealth   Build up ownable units like Kahler top floor   Community gardens.More volunteers at Channel One   Mayo Clinic   Increased trades education

Radically ambitious city and regional resilience and sustainability plan that is followed through on. 

Emphasize environmental w/ social/economic sustainability. Create rural/regional mutual benefits!

Re. safety: would like investment in welcoming/inclusion, social services, youth mental 

health/support for reducing pipeline to becoming unhoused.  Not safety as in only investing in 

policing.  Re. the above - YES to affordable housing and sustainability for sure!  Rental as well as 

ownership options.  Invest in sustainable affordable models (net zero, etc.) - slightly more 

investment up front for better quality longer lasting affordable housing with reduced energy costs.  

Designs are there - it works!

Support small businesses; reduce barriers for entrepreneurship; focus on investment in jobs/small 

biz for BIPOC/underserved communities; focus on green jobs/sustainability; connect to rural 

neighbors!

I didn't see green jobs/sustainability in the auto-populated answers.  Would like both those jobs 

and job training for green jobs!   Also equitable job access/training - focus on underserved 

communities.  Also help rural neighbors see themselves as inter-related, not just feeders for Mayo 

and Rochester's dominance.  Economic growth that is regional and distributed and sustainable; 

nurture connectivity to support rural neighbors while allowing them to retain cultural 

identity/autonomy/economic mobility in themselves.

    
Investment in local foods, growth, distribution, SE regional diversified farms that are sustainable 

(i.e. clean water/cover crops).  Farm to school.  Resilient food system through local sourcing.

investing in the local food system (in a diversified way) supports resilience in the face of climate 

and other uncertanties.  Support farmers that are not growing food for fuel (i.e. ethanol) but rather 

food for consumption.  Develop housing in a smart way - don't take land used to grow food for 

development. Build up not out.

      

I think there should be less taxes, lessening inflation. give the citizens more money by taking less instead of making more programs I misclicked. LESS TAXES PLEASE!!! no thanks
we are growing, but not enough. our houses costs hundreds of thousands more here that other 

towns for the same houses
nah           

Create arts funding stream (ie St Paul Cultural STAR Program) to promote economic growth, 

support downtown as a vital cultural center, develop cultural facilities (destination performance 

hall).

Also create a special garden (ie Chicago’s Buehler Enabling Garden) as an opportunity for healing, 

stress reduction, physical exercise, and endless learning.  The therapeutic horticulture experience 

could be centered at the UCR campus Horticulture facility now closed. Colorful raised beds, 

dramatic container gardens, adaptive too l displays, and model exhibits illustrate techniques to 

make gardening accessible to everyone.

    
Look at best practices around the country (the world) for affordable housing tied with accessible, 

affordable transportation.
       

Affordability - with focus on wellness throughout the lifespan; address needs for those with 

mental health issues;
     

    
It is important to retain neighborhoods.  The Mayor and City Council must respect the opinions of 

the neighborhood residents and especially show interest in new residents and their opinions.
  retain neighborhoods and small businesses - important for sustaining the core of the city   good availability of food sources   good   good

I would like to recommend another fast food restaurant into our community. The restaurant I have 

in mind is Popeyes chicken also know as Louisiana chicken.

Popeyes chicken has brought a lot of culture and family’s together for many years and that I think it 

would be most beneficial for a location of this restaurant to be in Rochester Minnes
                  

                      

I think that we should give students more opportunities to do school work that will help you in life. 

This lets students to be more prepared in adult and college life. This may include taxes.
               Cheap healthcare, more ER's, free doctor visits      

I think that housing could be more affordable. I've heard stories from older people in my 

community about how the price for rent in apartments has risen to a quite frankly ridiculous levels.
I don't have anything to expand on     Make housing more affordable for people of lower income.

People fresh out of college and straight into the work force often have a hard time getting to work 

ontime because they cant afford apartments near their work and have to live with around five other 

people in order to be able to afford living under a roof.

Similar to before, I don't know anything to do that isn't already being done. Its just an area that I 

still believe that it is worth investing in
no       

We should let elementary students learn a 2nd language rather than only allowing it in high school. 

This allows our students to not have a language disadvantage compared to students in other 

countries

               cheap    kids should start learning a different language in elementary school

Connected and developed bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure and less parking ramps. More 

development not controlled by Mayo Clinic. Housing density.
                     

Safe and affordable housing for low and middle class incomes. I am extremely worried about being 

priced out of living in Rochester within the next five years or so.

I am considered middle class with my income, but am worried about not being able to afford 

housing in Rochester with the new Bold Forward Unbound project. More housing is needed, but 

50% of my income currently goes to my monthly apartment rental. With Rochester growing so fast, 

and the need for more housing, I envision rental rates skyrocketing with the new growth. This could 

force me out of living in Rochester. I work in the medical field but am not a doctor, and being part 

of the middle class does not guarantee I have enough money to sustain the rental rates the city 

    
Housing needs to be affordable for low AND middle income classes. Some middle income people 

can't afford housing here & don't qualify for low income rates.

Rental prices are way too high for most people to have money left over to put into savings. We 

need lower housing and rental prices across the city - the current prices are not sustainable and 

should not be as high as they are. I now many people who have wanted to come work in Rochester 

at Mayo Clinic, but ultimately decided not to come here because housing prices were just too high. 

They found better housing prices outside of Minnesota where they could have more money to 

invest in savings. I don't imagine I will stay in Rochester much longer, mostly because of the high 

Access to high quality nutrition, fresh fruits and vegetables for everyone. Free nutrition education 

multiple times a year to the general public.

I very rarely eat out at restaurants in Rochester because the prices are so high. I cook food at home, 

but would love to support our local restaurants more, but because prices are so high I am not able 

to spare the money to eat out.

      

Building more safe bike lanes, and kids and adults could bike to school and office. 

more mix use budlings, so people could walk to shoping
                     

I think we should create more homeless shelters, . I don't have any more ideas.                   

I believe Mayo clinic and the city of Rochester should partner in making an above ground above 

traffic  tram

starting with a connection between downtown and SMH campus and maybe even the convention 

center for starters.  (MSP airport to terminal 1 for example) while I'm sitting outside having a nice 

dinner at Canadian Honker I am nearly affixiated by the exhaust shuttle buses and city buses create.

                  

To create the very best Rochester we need money, and materials to build and make new businesses 

for people to work at.
We would also want more parks for people to relax and play             I think everyone should have access to healthcare and the medications they need    

I think all students should have the opportunity to go to school and college and when people are 

having financial problems with tuition and student loans we should have a plan for those students.

More options for kids to have things to do I think we need more splash pads                 more money given to Education not just for the poor

Get input from persons ages 21-40 as they complain there is nothing to do here and that may limit 

building up our work force.
                     

More funding going to the city workers like firefighters,police, and other city employees                      

help more families, improve some infastructure in bad neighbourhoods, help people that might be 

addicted to drugs especially on the streets,  and possibly make more shelters
   create more jobs,lower prices, helping out moore families                

discipline more kids, a lot of them don't really care about their education or they mes with people. 

make more teachers make the material a bit more clear. try to help more kids even if they say no.

Commitment to public transport&their new ideas, more bike paths/lanes with smooth transitions 

(no BUMPS to ride over), community events to keep downtown busy on weekends, more trash 

bins on park paths

       
More affordable housing, not all the pricey new homes being built throughout town in Scenic Oaks, 

Century Ridge, etc. Even the new rental homes that are being built (Preserve at West Circle) are $$$$
   More collaboration with community events like farmers market/agricultural coops        Adequate funding for public schools; commitment to sports, arts, and extracurriculars

                      

                      

I don't know                    More frequents breaks from school. Better school lunches.

Clean up the city from the vandalism, crime and the homeless population. The city needs to 

address the issues, rather than covering them up and making people blind to the very real problems 

happening.

       More affordable housing.        Healthcare needs to be more accessible and affordable to those in need i.e homeless population.      

                      

                      

Jobs and really affordable housing that everyone regardless of race, age or gender preference has 

access to.

A public education system that provides a good education to students regardless of race.

       

Restrict Airb&b’s & rental houses.  Use houses for families to buy.  Home ownership builds 

stronger communities. More multi family dwellings & singles  

Monitor the maintenance of rental properties.

           

Invest in educating the adult, tax payers about the value of education.  Community leadership 

needs to champion the education of children and young adults.  Educate comprehensively 

American history

Improved neighborhood play grounds and parks - the older neighborhood parks are dangerously 

corroded/crumbling and a blemish on the community.

Having updated outdoor spaces downtown is great but of more value to visitors/downtown 

workers that to Rochester's families. If we want to be an attractive city to move to and raise families 

in, older residential neighborhoods need significantly more investment (those homes are where 

many young families would start out). The 'crown jewel' parks are important (Silver Lake, Soldiers 

Field) but families use their neighborhood parks much more often and those are largely in disrepair 

in older neighborhoods.  Cracked sidewalks/weeds/rusted metal playgrounds, broken swings. These 

                

Schools in older neighborhoods are embarrassingly aged - unattractive to young families 

considering moving to the city. Some need significant investment to outdoor 

playgrounds/landscaping/maintenance

        For graduate students and fellows             

    

This town caters to high earning Mayo employees. We moved here for Mayo, but it's a lower paying 

job when compared to doctors etc. Restaurants, bars and do called music venues are incredibly 

expensive, and that seems to be the trend downtown. Property taxes are driving middle class out.

  
PROPERTY TAXES ARE INSANE. I'm fortunate to be veteran homestead, however it's still 

unreasonably expensive with nothing to show for it.
  

There's only a couple of grocery stores. And it seems that the most expensive one has majority of 

the locations in Rochester. And again, expensive.
  

We have Mayo insurance. It's terrible. And again, expensive. Mayo is great when dealing with special 

care, but when it comes to preventative care, it's average at best..... And expensive.
  

Poorly funded, mismanaged dumpster fire. By all means a pool is great, but how can a town spend 

so much on pools and other extras while the school system is in shambles.

A performance hall near downtown which has room for 500-1700 sears, suitable for dance, 

orchestra s, band, and chorale music.  A stage area suitable for these undervotes should be part of 

it.

   Diversify, as possible, job options.    Affordable housing with access to public transportation and schools              

revisit the downtown area                I appreciate the healthcare available. Please expand on that without alienating the people of the city.      

Better recognition of  our place as a world class medical center that meets the needs of all citizens.

We should have a medical museum that is world class and available to all, support for programs 

that enhance educational careers in medical fields throughout the schools and better care for local 

residents when they need it.  I am amazed at the research that goes on at Mayo that most residents 

of the city do not know about.  A world class medical center should have a museum and 

information center with interactive displays to let visitors and residents know all that we have 

accomplished and continue to work on.  A part of this is also providing healthy lifestyle choices for 

    
Providing first-home owner incentives for affordable homes would help.  We may also need to help 

seniors move into Senior housing to allow those homes to come on the market for younger citizens.
           

The educational system must have better financial and emotional support from the community. 

Good teachers are leaving because of lack of support.

                      

Unless processes are customer focused & streamlined we will lose businesses & new 

opportunities. EG problems with building & public works -- new construction included. Small town 

/ control mentality.

                     



Affordable housing for middle class families, new baseball park (or fix the current Mayo Field), 

more rock bands and Christian artists, cut the weeds down around Silver Lake, bike path at 

Crossroads

$250,000 is outrageous for a 1 1/2 story home in Rochester/The stands at Mayo Field are 

dangerous when it rains and should be replaced or painted. I've been to some small town fields 

that far surpass Mayo Field/The Rec Center also needs to be updated.  It's an embarrassment. Go to 

some of the other small towns around and see what they have done for their hockey teams. Those 

millions spent before and nothing done to the interior of the rink/I know the weeds at silver lake are 

supposed to keep the geese away, but has it really done any good?  Just what I want to do at the 

    
My son and daughter-in-law cannot purchase even a small one bedroom home because they are 

way overpriced.  Their apartment is way overpriced as well, it's more than my mortgage!
             

Affordable housing.  Affordable sports for my kids.        Affordable        Affordable RX, better care for our elderly,  pop up clinics across communities. Nurses need higher wages for nursing homes. Create more options for two year degree. Free Education programs

More mentoring programs to better youths life, and help in preparing youth for a better adulthood.

Most Youths are not attaining their potential due to falling into wrong environment, peer influence, 

lack of parental guidance due to parents busy schedules to make ends meets. Guilt and shame 

regarding family history, childhood trauma, etc

            
Some families that are qualified for MA are provided with part payment health insurance but ended 

up refunding thousands of dollars after filing tax. This put families into debt
   

Provision of equal learning environment that is free of any form of discrimination in terms of 

learning disability or accommodation

Cleaning up police corruption white racist representation at all levels, creating free health care and 

free drug recovery care and fair economic opportunities and less femicide

Create more economic opportunities and support for victims, women and children, and less 

corruption and segregation
Higher wages, less segregation, more employer responsibility and not break employment law

Wages must be higher and see for housing for poor people and more economic vitality for poor 

people

Remove quickly drug dealers harassers predators, stalkers from HUD housing and corrupt and 

unethical slumlords hold them accountable immediately for breaking Minnesota tenant laws and 

housing rights

HUD housing has become nothing but decrepit drug dealing protected institutions that also enable 

police corruption and slim lords
          

                      

                      

More opportunities for locals to gather and feel included. It feels like alot is geared toward visitors 

and the locals are overlooked.
                   

We desperately need Satellite library's. More people would use the resources the library offers if we 

didn't have to go downtown. This should already be in the plans

        More accessible housing to help get people off the streets             

Need a comprehensive performing arts venue, pickleball/tennis courts kept maintained.. Family Y. 

More places where everyone is welcome and people go (library, Y, new places).  CrossFit equipmt 4 

parks

                     

Let’s put the joy and respect into every layer. We are blessed to be a lighthouse in medicine, tech 

and education. We can strengthen respect for music. Our Civic center was built to serve our people.
                   Respect for public education

More outdoor activities that engage adults and families citywide and in neighborhoods. Parks with 

Lakes throughout the city.
   

We need quality (clean, well maintained, free of mold) affordable housing. Effective mold testing for 

rentals. Single family housing that costs less than 250,000
   

Create affordable single family housing with parks and yards for lower income families. Raise the 

standards on the upkeep of rental properties
           

Keep class sizes at about 20 kids, more social workers and counselors, better pay for all school 

staff, not just teachers. Help guarantee arts and STEM into all schools

                      

Vibrant downtown area                      

Would love to have more public indoor and outdoor pickleball courts. At the very least, light the 

outdoor courts so they can be used during the evenings.
       

Helping the homeless population find housing - tiny home villages, utilizing old building space for 

multipurpose/group homes. More single family homes with smaller yards.
             

                      

More funding for Rochester Public School, build magnet or STEM schools, build a high school in 

the northwest area, adaptive sports facilities
                   

Invest in teachers, schools and technology. Smaller classes, build a HS in the northwest side near 

dakota middle school. Build magnet/STEM schools, include multi-cultural curriculum, build libraries

                      

Return to a conservative direction with the city staying out of the social services and focus on 

roads, police protection, fire protection and not pushing a polo of services best kept for non 

profits.

Citizens don’t need government to tell them anything. We can think for ourselves. Allow businesses to grow with limited government involvement. What does treasure a worker mean?  You do a job and get paid.               

More trees downtown. Fewer cars. Gathering places with greenery that draw people in naturally. 

Neighborhood oriented activities. Affordable housing. Community wide events that engage in a fun 

way

If you create spaces that naturally makes people gather, it feels welcoming. Spaces for groups to 

gather cheaply or free.
    More density. More affordable housing

Family size affordable housing, either rental or owned, should take preference over single family 

homes.
          

affordability        
affordability for everyone

revisit ' affordable'

more options available, most people can't afford to be here. Mayo is not the only solution for this 

town.
    Availability of affordable and fair dental, optical, and medical care      

                      

A performing arts center for our Symphony, Choral Arts Ensemble, the many dance studios. More 

focus on neighborhoods, with stores/shops in walking distance.  Better public transportation.

Better safety nets for people.  Better ways to engage all cohorts, less emphasis on downtown and 

more on neighborhods.
    

Affordable housing needs to be available along with better ways to finance the purchase of that 

housing.
           

We need to ensure the schools facilitate basic learning, including critical thinking.  We need to be 

creative in our approached to teaching and learning, meeting the needs of as many as we can.

Affordable walkable mixed use neighborhoods.        Allow sustainable density everywhere. Calm dangerous overbuilt roads. Stop single family subsidies. Auto oriented neighborhood are killing affordability and community           

    All of the previous would create more jobs and keep younger people in Rochester   Some how we need to provide less expensive single family homes… there has to be a solution   
I believe there are a number of healthy options available … the healthier the food the more 

expensive… why?
  

My deductible is so high I just end up paying for everything… mayo and OMC are ridiculously 

expensive if you are paying out of pocket… it would be nice to have a more affordable package if 

you have a high deductible insurance policy

    

Actually have affordable housing and resources for our homeless rather than fining them for being 

unlawful.
               More resources for those with mental health. Equal access to care.    

More transparency from the district about what their funds are spent on and specifics about what 

will happen if referendums are not passed. Equal treatment of all staff.

I think Rochester should have more places for teens/older kids to enjoy and more things to do by 

2050
       more affordable housing and places that are better structured              

                      

A steady and high growth of infrastructure as well as other construction work ( Mayo Clinic as well 

as other local businesses and entities)
                     

Build on the solid foundation to create a more welcoming culture with deeper social capital. 

Transition from a large small town mindset to that of a small city.

Investing in green spaces and a vibrant downtown seems key. On weekends, downtown is dead and 

all the time it's pretty much a concrete monolith.
    

More higher density affordable housing, please. Let's make Rochester the preferred location for 

new comers rather than the surrounding towns.
           

Strengthen our public school system to be the envy of the state. Highlight and grow higher 

education options in the community.

I think that there should be more public transport in more places and there should be more trees 

or farms such as apple orchards or pumpkin patches and overall a more healthy enviornment
               

Overall more affordable healthcare for all. Places like schools and offices should have better health 

materials. And more accessible health services.
   

improvements could be made, Such as: Mental health focuses in schools, Bullying is still a huge 

problem, there can be major discrimination a school against people of different cultures and the 

LGBTQ

univ w/ focus on classical studies; subsidize homeless housing; deal with drugs; performing arts 

venue, invest in library; entry level housing needed; bring back charter schools.
                     

    Better marketing to national site selectors. New leadership and staffing at DMC and RAEDI.   

The city/partners should build demonstration missing middle infill housing. ..Build small apartment 

buildings and active senior living units in existing single family neighborhoods to allow seniors to 

age in place without having to stay in a home that would better serve a growing family.

  All good   All good   There should be branch libraries.

                      

Please, may we create (around the Sliver Lake area) something similar to Sentential Lakes Park in 

Eden Prairie? 

We could have paddle boats in the shape of ambulances named after the Mayo Brothers.

The area could provide miniature golf stations, romantic swings for couples, a tunnel of love for a 

couples heart shaped paddle boat or pink swan paddle boat. Family paddle boats can be emergency 

vehicles named after significant Rochester, MN people. The are could have little bridges to cross 

over the lake/rivers. Picnic areas could 'dot' the area. Lay down areas around the perimeter with 

pretty wild flowers. People could walk or ride bicycles or skateboards or roller blades on the path. 

The area could include a spot for skate boarders to do their stuff. We could also put local artists 

Please, may Rochester bring 1 or more larger corporations for other well paying job sources? Thank 

you.
           

Please, Rochester is becoming a large city, may we incorporate other healthcare systems to provide 

opportunities for alternative healthcare as well as traditional health care?
   

Please, as Rochester continues to grow, more schools will be needed to accommodate the children 

within those neighborhoods. Too many students in 1 classroom is stressful for teachers and 

students.

                      

Lower taxes                      

We need employers independent of Mayo to support our economy. If Mayo controls downtown 

real estate, then they control who can use space. Families needs support from non-school entities. 

Lower taxes.

As Mayo redesigns the downtown area, please ensure there are opportunities for non-Mayo start 

up businesses to be in close proximity to the action. Right now, Mayo heavily influences the small 

business landscape. Competition from outside businesses makes Mayo stronger in the long run. 

Right now, it seems as if the only support most families receive is via public schools. It'd be nice if 

there were other family organizations that could offer support as well. Most don't need a social 

worker, but families need  opportunities to gather & resources to access. Churches could be a nice 

            

Mayo's a great resource but raises ins costs for other employers trying to offer health insurance. 

Per Mayo HR, foreign drs hire post docs from home country over USA applicants - not based on 

ability.

Regarding the foreign doctors: I have several friends who work or have worked in support positions 

at Mayo in Rochester. Each has stated that foreign doctors with lab space regularly ask for the 

applicants from country X (home country) and do not evaluate any other applicants. Professionals 

at Mayo state that there are many labs where the majority of post docs come from one specific 

country.  If anyone else asked for only  American or Caucasian applicants, then there would 

RIGHTLY be a lawsuit.  What steps can the city take to ensure this practice stops? The hourly HR 

  

More united sense of community.

Mayo will be fine on their own, they are a private business who receive money from the state from 

DMC. Rochester finding its own identity outside of the Mayo Clinic is more important to 

community who lives here.

                
With majority of voters without kids in public school system, it seems hard to convince voters to 

support public education system financially. Need to convince community to support the future.

We need more entertainment in Rochester because many people only come to go to the Mayo 

Clinic. Another thing that Rochester needs is more housing not apartments.

I would also say that many people agree that we need more libraries and more places like comic 

book stores
    

I would like there to be more affordable housing for people because so many are stuck in terrible 

apartments, or renting run-down houses that need to be properly maintained by the owner.
I've already elaborated on what I believe that needs to be changed about housing.         

We need better funding for education the rochester keeps blocking the public schools proper 

funding and so the schools are not able to properly teach the kids about their respective subjects.

more hospitals and less steam stacks yes actual food at schools                   

Rochester could establish a campground for people in need.  Portable toilets, rules supervised by 

law enforcement, access to social services.  Might cost less than recurrent evictions.
Post bulletin vital to community.  Anyway to help it succeed should be tried.                   

    
Affordable housing, especially for a growing senior population.  Services for seniors (and people to 

work in those jobs).
  Safe and affordable housing.  Bigger is not necessary better, smaller community type housing.       

As Mayo grows, it is impossible to get appointments. Local residents are suffering from lack of 

health care because we are competing for appointments from people all over the world.  Living in 

city of excellent health care, and can not get appointments!

    

                      

                      

Keep the city clean and picked up, help the homeless community get off the streets,  stop begging 

at intersections, add indoor play playgrounds that are affordable, keep families in mind
   Be good stewards of money and resources to help with needs not wants        

Inexpensive or free health and wellness opportunities should be made well known; clean water and 

appropriate waste disposal
         

Add more activities for teenagers. More green space and better accessibility. Education as well I should give more opportunities to the youth and underpriveleged                 More extra curriculars

I think that we should work on the Homelessness problem,I’ve lived In a place we’re poverty was 

more common than not. It’s been made illegal to be homeless in Rochester. Why ?, probobally 

mayo clinic

                     

                      

Rochester faces challenges with housing affordability, poverty/inequality, and a lack of "big city" 

amenities.
                     

    Reduction in poverty & homelessness needed.   
More affordable housing needed. City needs to keep converting unused buildings for shelter.  

More space for those fleeing domestic violence.
  Accessible healthy food for those facing food insecurity -  increased SNAP funding   Yes to all of the above. Increased state funding to cover more families.   

More options for affordable daycare, plus preschool & free full time preK for children 4 yrs of age 

& above.

Preserve the family friendly neighborhoods with parks, trails, access to good schools and 

wholesome activities for the entire family.

Keep doing what makes Rochester attractive now. Don’t just try to copy what other bigger cities 

have done- bigger isn’t necessarily better.

Build off the innovation cultures supported by Mayo and IBM but branch out into areas besides 

healthcare and computer technology.
   Support family friendly neighborhoods. Leverage technology to enable more telecommuting.           

- Better value restuarants.  Lower cost meals $10/meal.  

- Woodman's Grocery Store!  

- Lower taxes!  (property, sales, business)

- Traffic is getting worse, so spending time at parks is hard.

I really miss Daubes.     
I selected all in the previous question, because it wouldn't let me select "none".   What I want is 

LOWER PROPERTY & SALES TAXES and you will be unstoppable.  Services are adaquate!  Thank you.

If low cost housing makes food more affordable, then I am for it.  If it raises taxes on me in anyway, 

I DO NOT support it.  My property taxes have risen 68% in 4 years.  This is painful as I'm a newer 

homeowner.  (5 years)

I miss HyVee's "Build Your Own Salad" salad bar.  They discontinued it at the start of Covid.  But I 

could eat a healthy filling meal with 29 ingredients for just $10.

I always stop at Woodmans when I head through Wisconsin because food is too expensive here.  

Restuarants are expensive.  Groceries are expensive.  I have to go to Target, Natural Grocer, Trader 

Joes, HyVee, Walmart,  and usually a second HyVee to get the things I need at an affordable price.

    
I selected all in the previous question, because it wouldn't let me select "none".   What I want is 

LOWER PROPERTY & SALES TAXES and you will be unstoppable.  Services are adaquate!  Thank you.

    Six Flags.Sea Life.Arcade                 

    Jobs outside Mayo                 

                      

Make more sigmas with more apples and drinking water for the sigmas and the alphas can eat the 

apple for birthday money if you drink to much apples on friday also add community stuff like 

sigma Sunday

yes                   

more people in down town Rochester there is almost nobody down town on weekends                 
more strict punishment because right now kids are not afraid to fight others because there is no 

real punishment

More activities for youth in community to prevent criminal activity! Affordable housing and health 

insurance benefits
Higher paying jobs for school district jobs they teach are children                 Teachers and ESP need more pay because they are teaching our future generations

It would be great to see a reduction in traffic congestion produced by busses within the city 

especially downtown of course.
I think the city would benefit from a bus only  lane so we could keep the traffic flow moving.                   

A broad range of opinions from within Rochester, but also from Rochester's neighbors especially 

the smaller cities and rural areas around Rochester.

A broad range of options for events and attractions downtown with a broad range of options to 

get there. Focus on how  to build an unique character for Rochester.
    We need a variety of housing and an easy to understand process for building housing.              

I think more funding and advertising to spread awareness for different communities in high 

schools. Involvement in events are usually limited to the same people every time.
       

Housing in the United States has gone up drastically in the recent years and me personally am not 

trying to pay 700k for a 2000 sq ft house.
             

More accessible transportation to and from the Twin cities. Employment opportunities aside from 

Mayo Clinic. Diversity in food and thought. Safe, green spaces encouraging to pedestrians and 

cyclists.

Better public transport high speed train or frequent bus to the Twin Cities would help commuters 

who need to go find work outside of Rochester outside of Mayo Clinic. Better walking paths for 

pedestrians and cyclist that are car free. Mayo Clinic parking lots take up so much empty space in 

this downtown area. Local businesses need to thrive here to provide more employment outside of 

big franchises.

Small business owner grants especially for BIPOC businesses                  

Safety & Security: Enhancing police and fire services.  Housing: Addressing housing needs.  

Economic Viability: Reducing poverty, funding city initiatives, and supporting economic growth.

Ensuring Community Safety and Affordable Housing in Rochester

The safety and security of our community are paramount. Without it, a community cannot thrive. 

Rochester is fortunate to have the Mayo Clinic leading not only our city but the entire state. 

However, despite this, housing remains a significant challenge. Many young adults, aged 25-26, are 

still living at home because they cannot afford their own homes. To address this issue, we must 

Development Projects: Collaboration between local governments and private companies on 

infrastructure projects, such as housing developments, commercial real estate, or entertainment 

venues.

   
Collaborative Development: Partner with private developers to create affordable housing projects. 

Governments can provide incentives, land, or financing, while private developers contribute capital.
             

A better solution to homelessness.  Low income housing.        
Finding a better solution for homeless - shelters for homeless can help.  Having more options for 

low income individualizes - students , SSI or those who are underpaid

Walkable neighborhoods. A person can be in home and walk to get restaurant food, hair cuts, 

drugstore needs, grocery needs .   Mixed development  housing areas
    

Health care cost are climbing an fewer and fewer people are able to afford it.  Mobile Free health 

care clinic could be helpful to take the medicine to those who are suffering
     

more care for schooling                      

    
It should be easier for unions to form in rochester. The city of Rochester should also raise its 

minimum wage.
  

There is no need to build new housing. There are 26 housing units for each homeless person. We 

need to put people in the housing that we already have built. Rent caps and price gouging laws are 

necessary! They're also need to be housing programs for people over the age of 18 to 25 and under 

the age of 65. They're also needs to be more programs and housing available for people that have 

evictions on their record.

  

Price gouging laws for grocery stores. Making people aware of their right to have private on 

property farms. Free or cheap education programs and workshops on how people can start 

miniature gardens if they live in apartments.

  

Making signing up for MNsure outside of open enrollment more accessible. More programs with 

easy accessible case management for people with specific conditions and for people of all age 

groups.

  
More accessible grants for student loans for vocational training, community college and college. 

Also more accessible transportation to vocational trainings community college and college.

                      

More places to do stuff in that's not super expensive.                transportation for emergenies neeeded      

Safety and family amenities    Diversify the economy to be less dependent on Mayo with other large and mid-size companies.                  

                      

More affordable everything (housing, food, entertainment).  Wider variety of concerts (only one 

metal band in 2 years I've been here).  Better distribution of resources (ex. no gyms at south end.)

More opportunities for adult recreation.  More opportunities to meet people and make 

connections (not easy when you just moved here).  More nightlife that is not based on alcohol (ex. 

coffeeshops that host local music and stay open late).  Quality yarn store.

    
Smaller, more affordable homes.  More people live alone, or as a couple without kids.  We don't 

need big, fancy houses, but we still want to invest in our own house, not just live in an apartment.

Supply & Demand - if there were more housing options, then the cost of housing would 

automatically decrease.  Build more housing, especially a variety of housing options, and the cost 

issues should start to address themselves.

    
The Mayo Clinic draws a lot of people who need advanced healthcare.  That means the rest of the 

community needs to be highly accessible for all the special needs that our visitors/residents have.

How wheelchair accessible is our community?  How dementia-friendly is our city? How accessible 

are we for those experiencing blindness/deafness?  How friendly are we to those suffering TBI?  For 

those who are neurodivergent?  The list goes on and on.  There are a lot of people with a lot of 

needs; now well are we serving them in every aspect of their daily life?

  

Creative Art Center

Livable, affordable, enjoyable housing - incl. senior living options

Public enjoyment along riverfront

Even better bike trails

Good children's fitness center to replace YMCA

More recreation of all types                   

Place Large Sculptures in the middle of round abouts.
They are cool to look at from a distance and serve as a landmark. Opportunity to feature local 

artists, or possibly have them donated funded by a large local company.
                  

Think outside the box and start developing new ideas for development to create unique  buildings 

and entertainment places that contain a lot of technology because Rochester lacks entertainment 

places.

This development reminds me that it requires courage, wisdom, and determination to make this 

transition implementable, which is not an easy task at all.

In the story of a woman who crossed the Berlin Wall in one jump from East Germany to West 

Germany, which is a border line, and changed her fate forever. All her problems were solved in one 

jump. 

                  

Stronger public safety, improved roadways as the neighborhood roads deserve more attention, 

better fiscal responsibility
No

You cannot continue to raise taxes.  You must reduce the waste, eliminate unnecessary positions 

namely having two or more FT staff for communication purposes.  Cut the fluff
Stop the unnecessary spending and focus on core government responsibilities               

A Performing and Visual Arts Center that meets the needs of the Symphony, Choral Arts Ensemble, 

other smaller community performance groups, and museum standard galleries for Rochester Art 

Center.

       
More low income housing ($250K or less). Prevent single family homes that would suit first time 

homebuyers from being used as AirBnBs.
           

Our public schools need to meet the expectations of the educated professionals that our local 

businesses demand.

Continued investment in education, housing, infrastructure, and outdoor spaces
We need to increase the availability of outdoor space for activities like hiking, mountain biking, and 

skiing. The availability of these spaces draws people to Rochester.
    Increased availability of affordable housing              

More trees!    Lower prices!    N/-              

A easier way for kids and teens to get treated for dangerous and possibly deadly eating disorders 

and other mental problems.
               More teen and children centered hospitals like in saint Paul and Minneapolis      

                      

    
Fast rail connection to Twin Cities will benefit us both!  Vibrant Neighborhoods with fun 

restaurants and retail!  Childcare centers that are creative and support our diverse community.
  

Workforce housing in every quadrant of Rochester. Restoring housing stock throughout the city 

(grants etc…)
  Easy year around access to local foods.   More focus on preventive healthcare - lifestyle, movement, healthy foods, socialization.   Educate community about city services that they benefit from.

                      

Nice and accessible public bathrooms.            More healthy options for school lunch        Fun educations, pay teachers on how well they educate.

Lower property taxes and city taxes. Can’t afford to stay after retirement because I’m being taxed 

beyond pension & ssi benefits. Single income house with all cutbacks made already, nothing is left.
                     

Some ways we could create the best Rochester by 2050 could be making more infrastructure, but 

also keep it ascetically pleasing by adding more plant life and trees.

Rochester should be known for more than just Mayo Clinic. More large events and monumental 

places would do this
Growing the Economy so everyone can thrive is important to making a good City.                  

Include more small stores. I feel that most stores in Rochester are big chains stores and I feel like we 

could use more small stores to grow the friendship in Rochester.

I think cheaper housing would be great. I am no where near needing to buy a house. But I am 

already stressed about if i'll be able to have one or if I am going to be homless
                Because I am in school and I think that it will help me in the future

Low to reasonable cost housing but also strong families to inhabit those housing units.  Single 

family homes with yards, even if they are small.  More trails for easy access to parks and shops
   

Support for businesses that provide full time jobs with livable wages and benefits.  Enough jobs for 

all that need them. Reduced taxation for those who work but make less than average
           

Lower cost options for insuring people especially for preventative and primary care.  Access to 

Mayo Clinic for all for critical care
   

Neutral (apolitical) education that focuses on reading, writing, math, STEM and not on programs 

that take away from those core subjects

Representation, equity, neighborhoods, continued economic stability, affordable housing, mobility 

options not just car reliant
Agree with being a leader in energy

Partner mayo growth with other adjacent businesses that can build outside of downtown space, 

let's spread the growth
That's a housing response rathe than economic

Create vibrant neighborhoods outside of downtown, that are not just suburbs. That have 

economic centers, characters, accessible food and services.
Find ways to increase housing neighborhoods to have apartments           

Less taxes so down town businesses can afford to stay open. There is NO down town. There is 

nothing to do down there unless you wish to drink with Social Ice!

Lower taxes, housing for seniors!!

       
Affordable housing for seniors…not luxury. 

Housing for homeless. Repurpose buildings for housing instead of putting them in landfills.

There are enough bike trail/paths. They are all over and often confusing to the average driver. 

Especially since 5 months of the year , most bikes cannot be used!
          

    
Poverty reduction thru job growth. Start drug testing the people receiving subsidies and if positive 

deny claim.
  More affordable if possible.             

A giant conservatory with different plant spices! Including tropical rainforest plants. 

A grand ballroom dance hall like The Blackpool Tower Ballroom!

       Build more houses in the $250,000 range. Or tiny house communities        Affordable, accessible.      

A new children's museum downtown.. An expanded green space near library. A roof top green 

space on the library .  Need more flight options out of Rst.. Need affordable workforce apts.
                     

                      

    Other companies-not sports complexes, actual companies that provide goods and services.   A limit on Airbnbs and rentals downtown. Less luxury apartments.           More $ into rctc and umr. Make them landmarks on the city

                      

Easier way to get to places            Make food heather          

    More activists/events/etc breads more jobs   Need affordable housing to allow people to buy first home           Another highschool

sigma apples apples                   

                      

Clean air, senior apartments that are more affordable and that they also have independent and 

assisted living, public places for customers have automatic door openings.
           If people are not feed well they are not as healthy and productive as people who are.          

Rochester Performing Arts Center

Over the years, it has been difficult/not possible to find an affordable home for a number of 

musical, art, and education groups. The significantly smaller community of Winona is currently 

driving for their Minnesota Masterpiece Hall facility, with excellent acoustics for orchestras and 

smaller musical artists programs, inspirational educational programs, workshops, lectures, and 

master classes.

                  

                      

    

well Mayo Clinic is a big economic driver for jobs, For infrastructure for people who live here we 

also need strong local small businesses. The more people with higher wages who can shop at a lot 

of small businesses versus buying from Walmart or Amazon the stronger our local economy will be

  

We should be able to anyone working in Rochester within Rochester in forcing them into outer line 

communities with long commutes..We also need a lot more accessibility both in housing and in 

transportation..And it would be nice to see the city turned into a place where cars are optional 

rather than necessity

  

we’re seeing a lot of growth in our local farmers markets and there is so much that we can buy fresh 

in Minnesota it would be nice to see these expand even more regular daily markets somewhere like 

they do in Europe where you can grocery shop at a market just like a grocery store

  

We are definitely having a shortfall in healthcare workers and staffing there should be much more 

incentive in getting local highschoolers to study in the area where we have the shortfalls..Well the 

state does have the north start tuition thing Rochester working with local businesses should may 

be create scholarships in the jobs that are most needed so that students don’t have to accrue 

college debt in order to get those jobs

    

Job security, good schools and housing, no homeless, that has to stop We need to attack more companies besides Mayo Clinic                 
Maintain our current programs, better salaries for teachers and opportunities to improve our 

schools curriculum to serve the future community needs

Vibrant art community; Support for artists, work/studio space for artists; Public spotlight on artists 

and events. Continued manicured nature paths and outdoor spaces. Walkable, strong 

neighborhoods.

       
More affordable housing. Walkable amenities, neighborhood access to public transit and bike 

paths. Mixed use buildings (commercial/residential)
             

mixed use housing; improved ed system (trade school); safe community; better transportation 

system; Need larger library; good role model for diversity, more meeting rms, more branches, 

accessible.

                     

    

§	Increase access to more, good paying jobs (e.g., from the city, county, and health 

sectors).•	especially for recently arrived immigrants.•	that do not necessitate employees being away 

from their families for extended periods.§	Provide fair salaries that cover basic needs for 

undocumented individuals (especially when they work long hours at difficult jobs).§	Offer courses 

in marketable skills (e.g., sewing) for immigrants regardless of language ability.

  
§	Increase access to affordable housing.§	Ease requirements such as credit history and having two 

years of paid rent.
  

Lower the costs of healthy food like meat and vegetables.Set consumers up for success: Make 

healthy options the easy option.o	Community gardens.§	Create a store that’s open year-round to 

sell produce from community gardens.§	Build or foster access to a greenhouse to promote growing 

produce in winter.§	Incentivize people to participate in gardening.§	Encourage landowners to share 

so that others can garden more.§	Offer programs in neighborhoods and schools to teach children 

and youth about:.•	gardening (including rainwater collection).•	cultivating healthy foods and 

  Increase access to healthcare for immigrants, especially those without insurance   

•	Youth education.o	Diversify the teaching workforce.o	Offer more afterschool 

programming.o	Recognize Muslim holidays (e.g., Eid) and Friday prayers by providing days 

off.o	Offer Somali as a language course .o	Reinstate Spanish classes for middle 

schoolers.o	Increase access to education about technical professions for youth.o	Increase access 

to higher education for undocumented youth .o	Sports:.§	Facilitate more pathways to participation 

for immigrant youth .§	Provide more coaching programs for sports (e.g., American football) that are 

                      

    

Increase taxes on empty lots and flat top parking downtown to incentivize the sale of this land to 

someone who might actually develop the downtown into space that is appealing for young 

professionals and businesses. Reimagine the apache mall space, there are too many empty 

buildings and parking lots that sit on a beautiful riverside lot (think of the Ford Plant 

redevelopment in St. Paul).

                

    Financial confidence and poverty reduction   Affordable housing   Affordable, balanced and nutritious food sources   Affordable health insurance, accessible and comprehensive health and wellness services   Affordable education, safe and accessible childhood education

More activities and entertainment, more food places like wing stop and raising canes. Less inflation, 

a bigger mall including more food inside and stores. Also make good opportunities for the homeless
                     

Me and my dad like to street race, but I think it would be a great idea to have a local race track in 

Rochester that way people can race legally, safely, see all sorts of cool cars, and connect!
       

I’m 17 and I have a job and I’m afraid that I won’t have enough money to move out on my own, 

even in a really small apartment
       N/A      



Greater food security & safety, art ctr & hx ctr combined into a museum setting, prioritize updates 

to utilities/streets over beautification, proactive city planning over reactive, more pickleball cts
                     

                      

More activity downtown. Other than some restaurants, there is not much to do, especially on the 

weekends. So much of Rochester caters to an older crowd, but we have college students that need 

things.

       
Rochester's rental housing is way to expensive. I have seen "affordable" housing that is pushing 

the limits of what is affordable while also being incredibly cheaply made with no amenities.
             

More activities and landmarks.

I agree that Rochester is more than just mayo. Rochester should be known for other things besides 

the mayo clinic. Another thing that I agree on is more funding for education because some of the 

schools in Rochester need more community and support.

                

I feel like Education should be more than how it is now because some schools need support with 

their building and community so how we can prove that is by removing some schools or hire more 

staff.

More vibrant nightlife.  Encourage more business in manufacturing to open in Rochester.  More 

houses built.
       

National Builder.  Great to see Lennar Builders is in our area.  We need more housing built.  We 

need a lot more supply which will bring down demand and therefore prices
           

The ability of the taxpayers in the city to understand that we need to fund our schools.  continue 

to support our educators.

        More 55+ communities.  Especially those built with needs in mind. Close to walkable entertainment       
More places like 125 live — adult orientated.  Include warm water pool — one that doesn’t close 

every weekend and every evening.
  Better community education programs that are less expensive

Social Justice: Prioritize racial and social justice efforts and engage residents in community-building 

activities.

Infrastructure: Improve regional transportation networks and digital connectivity.

Global Partnerships: Develop global partnerships in sectors like healthcare, technology, and 

sustainability, with an emphasis on expanding access to dental services.
                  

Lower rent for businesses.  Better PARKING    downtown.  Reduce crime.  Get rid of scooters.   Get 

rid of bike lanes.  Lower property taxes.  Lower prices to eat out.  Lower taxes!  TRUMP TRUMP 

TRUMP!

Hire more police officers to reduce crime.   Stop passing referendums that raise already high 

property taxes
Very difficult for businesses to succeed in Rochester

Rochester and all of metro Minnesota is run by liberals, take a look at the presidential election if 

you want to know what people really want
        

Rochester residents pay high premiums due Mayo.  And Mayo employees pay high premiums.  

Make health care affordable for legal American citizens.
     

Extend school lunches to an hour long. No thanks     Make them for affordable and make them so you can actually have a life. No thank you           

- Fix bumpy/potholes in the town.        make housing cheaper agre         more bus routes

To hear the people and continue to respond to the community. Many great pieces of infrastructure 

have been implemented recently, which is paving that path.
                     

Ban glyphosate

Create a Farmer's economic village midway between Rochester and the twin cities so we can have 

the Zipline back on the table

Revitalize Marion Road

Programs/incentives-poly culture farm

The suggestions shown to me are clear that people want things to be better but don't say how or 

what better looks like. Makes it hard to know how to support it or weigh in
    

Create mixed use village zones with affordable housing at the center, hopefully this reduces the 

feeling of urban sprawl and feels more vital for all
           

Create vocational skill opportunities that will be safe from AI.

Create wide range of apprentice opportunities, even for knowledge work.

Make school more engaging and relevant for students.

Sports complex, walkable and bikeable neighborhoods, transit center for 2nd street and more 

investment into biomedical
   

Business engines, sustainable infrastructure and smaller community driven business that add 

culture
No thanks No sprawl No thanks           

Flexibility, diversity, inclusion, and a clear focus on the future more so than the present.  This 

requires building an inclusive community that fosters multi-cultural growth, to recruit our future.
   Foster local businesses, a brisk downtown corridor, that build a sense of community                

We need to prioritize funding for education, as we cannot recruit nor retain without doing so.  We 

are underfunded compared to other comparable communities.

Besides more affordable housing and a great school system we need an improved library.  Current 

staff and programs are great.

  In addition to all the good things they provide we need quiet space.

deregulation requested by developers may be good if it cuts red tape but it must not endanger the 

environment. It must still allow for input of citizens.
                  

Reduce the crime in se Rochester. Stop allowing homeless people to camp in the woods and harass 

people. I’ve been told multiple times to not go near cubfoods at night. Its not the roch i grew up in

I like the idea of less parking down town. Bus in people who work. More activities is a big need. All 

there is to do around here is go out to eat or go to the mall.
                  

                      

    
when people have a home that costs them no more than 30% of their income we will see poverty 

reduction, financial confidence, business and population growth, youth achieving in school.
  

Affordability is 30% of income spent on housing. Stop with all the formulas, AMI percentages and 

government talk that the ordinary resident can't understand. Sure we need a range of housing--the 

price range for those working at the lower end of the pay scale is where we need the most units.

  
Increase Farm to Table--locally sourced rather than trucked and shipped from all over the world. 

Diversify farming.
  

I wish I knew how to motivate the population to overcome obesity. We continue to move in the 

wrong direction.
  3-4 year old early childhood education.

                      

                      

Building a literate community with education and the arts as the heart of the city.

The Public Library could be the center of education and arts.  I would envision a library building 

located with green space around.  Locate the library where parking is simple and close to the door.  

Make this a welcoming place including welcoming for seniors and families with small children by 

locating the library in a less confused location!  Have paid bus passes to the library.  When I have 

driven on 19th St. N.W., across from the Rochester Athletic Club, Lourdes High School, etc.  I see 

some land.  It would be a beautiful location for a library!  And the "neighbors" would be welcoming 

                
Offer more free programs at the Library.  For instance, have a program about the U.S. Constitution.  

Sponsor events where Rochester adults can meet their representatives in a respectful environment.

Expand the walkable and bike-able paths in Rochester.  Encourage growth in businesses and 

activities that cater to a walk/bike-able city.  Currently the breweries are major walk/bike-able 

businesses.

There has to be more to a city than what you can eat, drink, and consume.  Invest in parks, 

experiences, art.  Make Rochester a destination BEAUTIFUL city, not just a place to grab a beer on a 

Thursday or go to the hospital.  Encourage growth outside of big box stores.  Spaces like 7th St NW 

(Lowertown) are destinations.  Add to those!

                  

                      

A Performing Arts Venue that can accommodate ensembles such as the Choral Arts Ensemble and 

the Rochester Symphony Orchestra as well as travelling musical productions.

The Performing Arts Venue can also be used by other community organizations such as SEMYO, 

Honors Choir, Bella Voce, and other performing ensembles. I think investing in this type of space 

could be both useful and lucrative to the community.

                  

More fast food options as well as family friendly places to entertain                      

An affordable community center/fitness facility for lower and middle class families that offers 

swimming lessons, childcare and activities to keep Rochester families healthy and connected.

We need more options for local lower and middle class families. Specifically affordable activities 

that promote long term physical fitness.

Affordable locations and opportunities for businesses to host events. Tax breaks and grants for 

small businesses not just large businesses or popular businesses.
           

We need an affordable community center for the city. Losing the YMCA was terrible. Winona and 

Austin have wonderful YMCA facilities. Many suburbs of MPLS smaller than Rochester have 

community centers.

We need to start promoting wellness to our citizens. Healthy citizens will save money on 

Healthcare. Good physical and mental health is important to any community.  We need ro look at 

the YMCA locations in Winona and Austin and also the community centers in Maple Grove, 

Shakopee, Spring Lake Park and more. Rochester can and should do better for our families health 

and well-being.

Safer schools. Improved mental health services. Better response to bullying and eliminate it.

cheeper food no                   

                      

Improving light pollution, such as changing the design of street lights. Making the city more walk-

able and accessible.

Educational funding is very important, as well as supporting the businesses in the community and 

keeping the city clean & green.
    Making housing affordable.        Making healthcare more affordable/accessible.      

I think schools need more funding. I heard about a referendum for our schools, and I am worried 

some will get closed, flooding the others. Also, I feel like schools such as JM are underfunded.
       dunno, houses seem expensive biki     more affordable, health care is very pricey    I say we need for funding and extracurriculars

        For students/post docs             

Affordable housing, investments in community infrastructure and services like public 

transportation, the library, bike trails, parks, in ways that not only serve Mayo.
We need library branches and a better bus system.                   

Cool houses                make it less money      

A world-class (or at least decent) performance space/concert hall. The current spaces are 

inadequate. Preserve some older buildings, downtown is amazingly sterile at this point!
   

Encourage small business. Lower downtown property taxes. We need more vitality downtown and 

less sterile environment there!
   

Encourage much more new housing, especially lower cost housing.  Cut the red tape and costs of 

development.
             

lower taxes na public servecies na               

    

We need to develop pathways for our youth to find their life's work.  We need to keep them in 

Rochester whenever possible.  We also need to assure they will have adequate income to support 

themselves thus quality education is critical.  Adequately fund our public schools.  We also need to 

help citizens who have had barriers in their lives go back to school and create a career for 

themselves.  People don't know their options - we need to knit the pieces of the educational 

system together better and make access easier.  That means having people available to the public to 

  

Housing and transportation go hand in hand.  We need to assure that wherever people live in 

Rochester, they can get to work without owning a car.  We need to improve our bus system.  The 

costs of housing and transportation are so significant, those on a limited income have nothing left 

after paying for those costs.

  

We need to continue to support Channel One and the food pantries that provide food for citizens 

with low incomes.  We also should support efforts to provide community gardens where people 

can grow their own food.  We should assure school children are adequately fed to they can learn.  

With the new program to provide free school lunch, we have started down this road but we need to 

think about how to provide food in the summer, during school breaks and at breakfast.

  

We should support the prevention programs in place and figure out how we can integrate 

prevention programming into the schools and daily life in Rochester.  We also should address the 

gaps that result in lack of health care.  We will pay more later if we don't address health care needs 

early.

  

Adequately fund our public schools and RCTC.  A roof top green space on the library   There should 

be a seamless transition between pre-school and school.  We need to address the special needs of 

teenagers so they don't drop out of high school.  We also want them to be connected to their 

community, to know people care about them.  I believe that is why we see kids behaving badly and 

in some cases, handling their disputes with guns.

                Medical museum     

Support of education. I believe we are starting to function as "have" and "have not's" and 

education is the key to blur those lines.
       

Please see my previous answer with the connection to higher education. Rentals could be more 

affordable for students at UMR, RCTC, and WSU.
           

Education and housing are combined in my opinion. Growing our public higher education with 

current rent rates would be difficult.

Fund a lot more City staff inspectors, administrative staff, parks and rec, forestry and call center 

staff. Keep up the good work with sustainability and housing equity.
   

I would like to see a more bustling downtown with all store fronts occupied and thriving. Don't 

know how to do that, but it would be great to see that again.
       more community gardens          

Honor and create a city for the people that live here. Stop catering to the visitors.                      

Neighborhood infrastructure renewal,

Bury all power lines,

Homelessness (solve problem as everyone has a place to start if they want it & social workers to 

work w/ those that don’t

                     

Green space, plans to support low-income workforce, plans to support schools.                    

The entire community should support local public education. Mayo Clinic operates "non-profit" 

status, but doesn't contribute fully to the tax base. They should invest in the future of their 

workforce.

urban Rochester lacks retail density and diversity of other cities 

references - Madison, world class bike routes, open UW campus

Faribault, Austin (historic theatres - entertainment districts)

consider Madison, WI, the UW campus is integrated into the downtown with retail and 

entertainment facilities open to the public into the night, most of downtown Rochester closes at 

5PM (Mayo, banks...), U of M Rochester used to have  night sessions open to public, smaller 

towns such as Northfield are much more walkable and avoid franchises (starbucks, dunkin...) as 

much as possible, our current "transport hub" is a Sinclair gas station, very little urban affordable 

housing is in development, Mayo is just beginning the largest construction project in the region, 

        we have one grocery store in downtown Rochester, thankful for that        
support life long learning with opportunities for the public - rekindle events and presentations in 

the arts and sciences with the unique staff we have in the community - open up our urban facilities

Subway throughout downtown & over to st Mary’s. Moving walkways in subway (like in airport. 

Light rail to twin cities& Winona (Amtrak, Mississippi). Easier/more parking. Restaurants, shops 

cascade Lak

                     

2050 is way too far out. How about more incremental steps that will encourage more practical goal 

settings that are achievable? 

Parking ramps that have an empty spot for me when I go the Clinic.

                     

We need to make sure that the people who live here are seen, heard and have the opportunities to 

thrive
   

We need to tackle the issues with these price gougers in the stores, its affecting the purchasing 

power of the dollar
   

We need to build more houses and deny companies and scalpers from buying up all the housing 

and raising the price to ungodly levels
Housing is something we need to survive, espescially in a cold state like minnesota           

        Housing authority.Housing owned by city/county   Hope Breakfast Bar       More community education opportunities

We must expand our economy beyond Mayo. Yes,  Bold, Forward, Unbound is great, but we need 

diversity.  And not non-Mayo owned medical businesses. Too many businesses are going to other 

communities.

We let Seneca leave without a whimper, AMPI, the same. My bet is withing 5 years Kemps leaves. It's 

easy to sit back on our laurels because of the economic engine that is Mayo. Figure out a way to 

bring diverese industries to town. Were is our industrial park?

See my previous comments    

Continue to streamline the development process. Plan review, grading, etc need more over the 

counter permit applications to be put in place. We continue to add admin, need more boots on the 

ground.

             

                      

Great public education. Starting with preschool all the way up through highschool and into 

community education programs.
       

There is new housing being built around town, but it seems like none of it is "starter home" 

construction. The price of these huge new homes makes it hard to get a first home.
           

We need administration's that support teachers and empower them to teach their classes to the 

highest standards. We also need more funding for schools.

                      

A sense of community where people work together for the best interests of all, not everyone out 

for themselves.
                     

                      

continue improving bike paths and parks system, increase affordable housing, keep property taxes 

in line, eliminate special sales tax, add sports areana
       

Multi-tenant condos close to downtown would help revitalize the area.  First time home buyer 

assistance, affordable apartments for new workers and for elderly
             

                      

                      

Connection pathways between local small business owners and Mayo Clinic. Affordable housing. 

More transparency in where taxes are going as taxes rise during this period of growth.
Property taxes are going up way too much, too fast.

Mayo should use local vendors for their services. They hire way too many out of town (and out of 

state) providers. We’re helping them pay taxes for infrastructure. They should utilize local vendors.
   Invest in affordable housing.            We’re doing the right things with public Ed, workforce training, what SSC and tech programs.

Balance as we grow and change.  Changes are happening so fast that many people are feeling dizzy 

and left behind.  Changes are happening and this will continue, but can we help these folks catch 

up?

       Continue efforts for more housing of all types connected to transit routes.              

Affordable housing...preferable 2-3 bedroom single family homes under #250-300,000..slab built 

in a community similar to country club manor.  And more small townhome communities ..same 

price range

       

Small affordable single family home neighborhoods and small townhome communities.costing less 

than $300,000 and preferable less than $250,000

Recruit more workers from the Phillipines like in past

       
Need express care centers available for those over 75.  Assessing sprains vs fractures, ear 

infections, spider bites, allergies, etc rather than need for E.R.
   

Rochester has to continue to provide the funds for good schools and teaching and auxiliary staff.  

Safety is a high priority as well.

                      

Larger parks and social areas for people to come together        More affordable housing    More affordable options of nutritious meals for families        More schools to create smaller class sizes

                      

Amtrack should come to Rochester!                      

    A better approach to homelessness in Rochester.   Better programs for first-time home buyers.   No comment.   Longer hours or better access to walk-in clinics.  Not everybody gets hurt between 8-5:00.   
Cost of childcare is ridiculous in Rochester and all over.  It would be nice for new parents to have 

some type of financial support so one of them can stay home to raise their children.

Much better and inviting downtown core where all people feel welcome to gather. Better balance of 

market rate and affordable housing. Continued development of a biking infrastructure.
           

Full stomachs ensure top functioning minds. Support public and private partnerships to maximize 

access to food resources and reduce waste to include all age demographics.
         



                      

  
Create a place for the Symphony that is NOT downtown and where h parking is accessible. Lourde 

was a good location. L
               i think normalizing biking to work and making it safer for people to travel.    

          funds and training. NA         

                      

                      

      
We need better transportation corridors for non-car traffic if we ever want to solve our parking 

problems.
  I've been unimpressed by police, EMS has been great.           

           unbiased/antiracist prosecution, imprisonment etc            

                       

                      

                      

                      

                      

                      

  
All of these areas are important - forward thinking plans should consider such. Support local artists 

in whatever ways are feasible.  Again, absolutely no mention of the public library. Why?
                   

              
I think we need to consider what we do with rain water and grey water. we could use compost.  we 

need to develop alternative transportation that works and is easy. bike lanes for transportation.
i think normalizing biking to work and making it safer for people to travel.   we need more flowers and trees in our natural spaces, like cascade lake

                      

                      

          better police force, low crime rate I disagree with the third one under "do u agree" section.         

                      

                      

Teach young people a trade to go out and earn a living                 Arboretum would be exciting and an answer to the above comments   

      
Safe injection sites for the drug users, people keep coming into stores high as a kite and posing a 

threat.
  Rochester has been doing well with law enforcement   

This won’t happen overnight. Or in 26 years. Or ever. Not unless education is better funded, the 

tent cities go away, and Mayo doesn’t control the entire downtown area.
      

                      

                      

I love the idea of higher quality education for the students and educating the public about why 

schooling is important. Higher quality could greatly impact the students to excel and create better 

learning environment. Better school could also bring people here for the schooling, but that 

couldn't happen because we wouldn't have enough money.

    
everyone can always benefit from extra community parks within the city. Parks bring life into public 

spaces and give people things to do.
                

          
Law enforcement and justice officials that look like our community, are seen in our community. 

Continually review statutes, ordinances, etc. for inherent biases and work to eliminate them.
            

                      

                      

   
Support the existing arts organizations to ensure we have viable organizations to provide arts 

(visual, music, drama) available to all.
                   

                      

  More cultural experiences.International restaurants.Art museum   Bike lanes.Safe city.Easier transportation.More accessibility               

                      

                      

Love the idea of offering more hands on learning and higher education at the high school level             Create spaces that are inviting, sustainable, and fosters sense of community Arboretum would be exciting and an answer to the above comments   We love to be outside and enjoy all seasons of activities on land and water.

      

Things like Waste Managment are out of control.  They charge high prices, and then charge you 

more if you want to move to a competitor that is more affordable.  This should not be allowed but 

it is.

               

                       

       building    freedom or speech            

                      

                      

  
I'd like an area where people of Rochester can submit art and have it shown off that way even small 

artists may have a place to show off their skill that may help them if they have a job in art
                    

                  
Someone mentioned waste management - I think a municipal trash collection service would be 

great.  RPU provides great service and I think that the city could provide quality trash pick up, 
  

                      

      Invest with long term in mind. Continue to pursue renewable energy.               

  

Could the city host outdoor movie nights or a drive-in? Instead of bringing in more big-box 

options, maybe focus on acquiring smaller, more unique retail? It really seems like people want to 

shop locally and want businesses to be invested in the community long-term, to not only have the 

options of a Target or Walmart.

  

Municipal broadband. When researching our move to Rochester, we repeatedly saw complaints 

about internet options. We also saw complaints about how grungy parts of the city looked, so 

perhaps cleaning up older strip-mall areas, like the 300-block of businesses on Elton Hills, which 

looks abandoned, or areas along Broadway as it intersects Elton Hills.

  

We have encountered some fairly aggressive folks downtown, especially around the public library 

and in the attached parking garage, as well as the Target North area. I'm not sure that anything can 

be done about it, however.

  
I really appreciate the city's composting pilot program. Maybe offer more opportunities for 

recycling downtown, especially during events like Thursday's Downtown?
      

                       

                      

Improving K-12 schools is vital. Focusing on smaller class sizes, enhanced teacher support, 

modernized curricula, and access to technology will better equip students for future challenges 

and opportunities.

                    

  How much is this really used by the public?  Enough to justify the expense????   
Fix the streets and motivate your Public Works staff to do better.  I have witnessed too much 

standing around at city projects.  They need better management.
  

Already answered.  Put the cops on the street and reduce the PD’s excessive administrative staff 

and community engagement division
  Not needed.  Just improve efficiency and this will fall into place       

Education always seems to be underfunded. I'd love to see our public schools to be properly 

funded and equipped and to attract more secondary school options.
                   

The river unfortunately is pretty filthy. If we can maintain and keep silver lake and zumbro cleaner, 

there's no reason we cannot convert the river walk into a beautiful area to walk, and open it up for 

food vendors, artists, cafes, etc...

                      

  

It is incredibly sad that the closest excellent performance space is in Red Wing. The acoustics in 

Rochester venues are bad or worse, especially for those with impaired hearing. Civic Center 

performances are a waste of time! I hope the Chateau will be a step in the right direction, but we 

have a very long road to success.

  
I single out transportation, as raised several times about. We need true vision & innovation in 

planning.
  

Outreach, engagement, professionalism, accountability, and strong media community are all critical 

elements.
  

I wonder if the county should have an online dashboard reflecting recent trends in wastewater 

monitoring, groundwater & well quality, stream runoff contamination, air quality, fish/bird/animal 

health, etc to truly and openly indicate regional performance and to serve as an early warning 

system.

      

  

I was deeply disappointed I proposed a event that works for the city and makes it and the CC 

money and brings the biggest sporting event ever to the city and you guys somehow don't have the 

money to back it when you would have made a profit from it and got it all back and would make 

you guys really good. This pro fighting event would have been one of if not the biggest event the 

city ever had sports wise and a major artist as well. You really need to stop handicapping Experience 

Rochester there is still time to make his happen I spoke to the Mayor and Joe Ward and Monika 

  Maybe some better restaurants more variety?   this is fine   this is fine       

  Bring world class exhibits, new art museum, theater, a-list music. Outdoor amphitheater   Enhance Security at public facilities, help for low income residents               

          
As a city staff member I know the city is already working on these things and that is great but it is 

something we must always keep working on/keep a focus on.

Someone mentioned reduced crime but I think crime is already relatively low in Rochester so that's 

less of a concern.  I don't like the recent ban/criminialization of camping and although it is a 

complex issue I think more could be done to help our homeless neighbors.

I'd like to see more investment in green technology, both for residents and in city buildings.

Someone mentioned waste management - I think a municipal trash collection service would be 

great.  RPU provides great service and I think that the city could provide quality trash pick up, 

especially since there is going to be a new MRF in our county.

  

Green spaces are important both for ecological reasons (preventing flooding etc.) and for creating 

pleasant spaces in which to live.  I think Rochester already does a relatively good job but I'd like to 

see even more investment in building up our natural areas, even in the micro (small patches down 

town etc).  I also agree that parts of Rochester are very sprawl-y and it would be nice to have those 

converted to more walkable, mixed use areas.

                        

                      

                  

Sustainability and involves making sure that we have enough solar farms. It’s also ensuring that we 

have enough affordable housing to fit the people in the city, and it also means thinking of things 

that matter versus what is a waste of time which includes the rapid transit we don’t need it. It is a 

waste of space. It is not practical. This is still a small city. We have enough buses and that’s all we 

need no matter what Mayo Clinic is doing.

  

       Adding a light rail or subway may improve the parking problem downtown                

                      

                      

  More park events would be great. We loved the June 2023 concert at Judd park.   Better care and maintenance for current parks.   
There are too many people being RORed…. I see DUIs being held but violent offenders who commit 

DV are just being RORed…..
          

              Keep it in clear focus in all decision making.         

                       

                      

          
More police training in deescalation. Immediately terminate officers who use excessive force or 

excessive speed the first time, so we don't have more civilian victims.
  

The more training and intervention teachers and students get, the less expensive the system 

becomes..A public/homeschooling hybrid program might free up resources for others while still 

providing revenue for the district. It might also draw families from private schools.

      

  

The sky is the limit if art if men and woman do not need to worry about where their food, shelter 

and medical care is coming from.  Without removing the language and diction found in Blacks Law 

Dictionary, there will be no progress what so ever.  Slaves do not get the choice to be an artist.  They 

either work for the unjust corporation controlled by corrupt slave masters via the corrupted court 

system that acts as a slave driver, or they can not thrive...Bottom line: The use of Blacks Law 

Dictionary does not belong in any society on this planet.  Get rid of it and see how much better life 

  

Let men and woman alone.  if they want something, they will pay for it themselves.  They do not 

need permission fix sidewalks or build a road.  The only way that permission is required is if the 

shareholders of the government corporation believe they are masters and their slaves must kowtow 

to them in all things.

  

Blacks Law Dictionary _shall_ be removed from all courtrooms in order for true justice to be had.  

There is no choice in the matter.  There is no other improvement that can be made.  I would put it 

out there that a lot of men and women that get "convicted" (aka-no victory) would actually win in 

court if Blacks Law Dictionary was burned and never to be seen or heard of again.

  

Release all Tesla energy patents.  All patents related to free energy and less expensive, faster 

transportation.  There's way to many of them to list here.  Green energy is not a good thing.  Tesla 

Energy, Free energy that's available in the atmosphere is sustainable above all else.  There is no need 

for wasting resources via mining, drilling, trying to get rid of old wind turbine blades or old tires...I 

have been lead to believe that replicators are real and the ability to unassemble products at the 

atomic level is real.  Bring it on.  That is how things are sustainable.  Nothing else will be.

      

                      

      Maintenance of streets, sidewalks, energy efficient utilities        Accountability and improvement based on metrics        

                      

              
Sustainability is definitely a need in any city however, I think we actually have updated too much like 

this rapid transit crap. We already have buses tons of them we don’t need a rapid transit.

Sustainability and involves making sure that we have enough solar farms. It’s also ensuring that we 

have enough affordable housing to fit the people in the city, and it also means thinking of things 

that matter versus what is a waste of time which includes the rapid transit we don’t need it. It is a 

waste of space. It is not practical. This is still a small city. We have enough buses and that’s all we 

need no matter what Mayo Clinic is doing.

    

  people need to learn about others culture and respect them                    

                      

                      

          
To stop arresting citizens who are trying to pay protect children from pedophiles in the Rochester 

community. Stop letting drug addict out of jail.  Target more fetynal  dealers than other drugs.
oin         

No                     

Support expansion of downtown campuses. Provide comprehensive early childhood education to 

families in need.
                     

  
Preserve our older buildings .Art center is nice but if they could teach some art history to share 

relevancy it would be great.
  Roads with the bike routes feel less safe in many areas.   

The road rage and the fast driving especially on east circle drive is awful. Too many collisions and 

too many deaths in general on many roads. ..Props to police and fire fighters for committing to 

healthy lives and working out.

          

                      

                      

  PERFORMING ARTS CENTER! One of my top priorities.   High Speed Rail to Twin Citiies               

The number one thing that leads to improve education outcomes is student attitude towards 

learning.  Nobody is advocating for student well being and positive outlook to learning, the focus 

has always been on the “adults”.

    
Something as simple as traffic light optimization.  I spend a lot of time sitting at red lights with 

empty intersections.
                

                      

                      

  

More cultural activities lead by the committee and not just individual groups. For example during 

Black history month food events downtown and fun exhibits for people to learn more about the 

culture

                   

                       

                       

                      

                       

              just make things more sustainable for people in rochester        

  Turn the Chateau back into a movie theater.                    

       Roads, traffic                

  

You guys really need to step it up with the DMO to get big events here I heard a pro fight event was 

proposed but it isn't happenign because you guys dont fund the DMO to get events that matter 

and folks to get big events here you guys are dog shit with this. Mankato gets better events some 

how then we do you really need to step this up

  this is fine   this is fine   this is fine       

      
IMO city infrastructure is pretty good and meets our needs well. I would like to see it effectively 

maintained and hardened for storm events and other future disasters.

Resources are limited and we can’t do everything. I’d personally rather see what we currently have 

be well maintained and prepared for storm events and other natural disasters.
            

  Make the community a culture            Creating a long lasting environment        

      
Continue to invest in roads, as well as pedestrian infrastructure. There are areas around the city 

without sidewalks or crosswalks. Those should be installed, especially on busier streets.
I have no idea what is inequitable about one's current ability to access public spaces, such as parks.

Increased enforcement of traffic laws and other quality of life regulations. Continue to enforce 

bans on public camping, to prevent the development of homeless encampments.
Incarceration is not the only answer, but enforcement should be a priority.         

                      

                      

                      

                      

           More Police officers!            

                      

                      

      Bike paths need fixing on the north side of Rochester               

                      

  

The arts/writing groups in Rochester feel quite disjointed. I think music has done a solid job of 

coming together with the summer concerts and Thaw, but the others feel like pockets of 

communities that aren’t “talking” to each other; this is a consequence of Rochester not having a 

core, central arts “scene” that actively serves to link people together. Each organization does its 

best to reach out and promote, but for the most part, that is all left up to them. Rochester’s 

medical and STEM community gets most of the city’s attention, and the artists here seem left 

                  

All levels of government are struggling to attract and retain math and CS staff who are qualified.     Rochester is sprawling at an unsustainable rate, we need density. Single family homes are not the best option for everyone at every life stage.             

                      

                      

  I would like to see more live theater events, an art museum that might bring more visitors, etc.                     

                       

                      

                      

                      

  
City waste to much money on sculptures and "art" projects when do not have resources for basic 

like police, park dept, fire, etc...  Spend money where will do most good.
  

Call police and told they are to busy to take non-emergency calls, need to fix those type of resource 

problems before other projects .
  

Same people keep committing crimes, need to be help responsible.  Homeless committing crimes, 

eliminate homeless encampments.
          

FTQ10 - Comments on areas Free Text Sustainability

If you would like to expand on your answer above in more detail, you may do so here:
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Please share with us what you would like to see done in the area of **Infrastructure** to create the best future for Rochester. *Please respond in 200 characters or less.*

Answer

FTQ11 - Comments on areas Free Text Natural Resources

If you would like to expand on your answer above in more detail, you may do so here:

Answer

OEQ9 - Comments on areas Justice

Please share with us what you would like to see done in the area of **Justice** to create the best future for Rochester. *Please respond in 200 characters or less.*

Answer

FTQ9 - Comments on areas Free Text Justice

If you would like to expand on your answer above in more detail, you may do so here:

Answer

OEQ10 - Comments on areas Sustainability

Please share with us what you would like to see done in the area of **Sustainability** to create the best future for Rochester. *Please respond in 200 characters or less.*

Answer

FTQ8 - Comments on areas Free Text Infrastructure

If you would like to expand on your answer above in more detail, you may do so here:

Answer

FTQ6 - Comments on areas Free Text Education

If you would like to expand on your answer above in more detail, you may do so here:

Answer

OEQ7 - Comments on areas Culture & Arts

Please share with us what you would like to see done in the area of **Culture & Arts** to create the best future for Rochester. *Please respond in 200 characters or less.*

Answer

FTQ7 - Comments on areas Free Text Culture & Arts

If you would like to expand on your answer above in more detail, you may do so here:



Schools are so focused on test schools, they forget about the independent living skills that make 

people successful no matter what they choice to do in life. We need to bring back money 

management skills opportunities, homemaker course etc. These classes should also be available to 

people living with disabilities.

                    

  

For a town our size, I think we are well positioned. The Chateau is under-ultilized. I think we need to 

be able to bring in bigger acts, more frequently. ..Opportunities for arts and theatre are there for 

kids, but always at a cost. Look at what it would take to offer scholarships for kids or families who 

want to participate, but can't afford a $40 1 day class...The Rochester fest parade is too expensive 

for a lot of businesses to participate. Why does everything have to cost so much? When we include 

more people, it's more fun!

  

We need garbage cans in our parks again. Taking them away has led to people trashing our parks 

and trails and making them undesirable...Basic things like having working water fountains are being 

overlooked for bigger, better projects. We need both; basic maintenance of what we have and 

updates...Our city has focused SO much on adding bike lanes for 5-10% of the population that it's 

overlooked the basics. While I'm not against bike lanes making EVERYTHING bike accessible is not 

an attainable goal and will cost our city so much, for so few to enjoy. Make our sidewalks walkable, 

  

Our county is incredibly lax with sex offender sentencing and it's so disgusting. .It also seems like a 

bizarre situation with our city council and the in fighting does not make me proud..It also does not 

seem law enforcement are held accountable after the findings of the accident near the mall. That 

officer had several other instances of driving recklessly without lights on and the last time it cost a 

girl her life. We need checks on law enforcement and leadership that doesn't let people slide like 

that..I like safe city nights/national night out and there are a few police officers that are wonderful 

  

I'm happy to have the compost program, but it's not set up for families. Those little bags are good 

for maybe 2 days in a 5 person household. .I want our city leaders to be forward thinking about 

power and energy. Programs to encourage and support residential solar would be great. Building 

with that in mind as well.

      

  
I think Rochester needs to continue to embrace all the diversity it has to offer. Rochester still needs 

to develop its art & culture. It needs something unique thats not centered around Mayo & health
                   

It seems there is plenty of commitment to sports in this town.  I'd like to see more commitment to 

the arts.

An excellent performance venue needs to be built with good acoustics and sight lines, and an 

adequate performance stage.
There are lots of venues for rock/pop/country but not for large classical performing groups.                 

  Continued priority for access to public art and music, draw more live music to Rochester No Accessibility, road maintenance and safety, accessible public transportation No
DEI initiatives and education for RPD, public leaders modeling principles of compassion and 

inclusion
No         

          

This is nebulous and fraught with finger pointing.  Justice needs to be as simple a concept as 

possible - a literal interpretation and adherence to the constitution which is colorblind and 

bedrock.

Start training with the basics - here’s what the constitutions says - created equal, equally entitled to 

life liberty and the pursuit of happiness. A level playing field for all, but also a responsibility to 

contribute to the common good which means not having free rein to disrupt social function and a 

responsibility to contribute.  There needs to be a lot of work done re-establishing a sense of shared 

good, shared benefit, and personal responsibility. Justice is more likely to follow if the culture and 

expectations are clear, and all - citizens, police, politicians, etc - are expected to follow.  It sounds 

        

                      

                      

Our educators are vital to the future informed community. We must invest in our teaching staff, 

hold them to high standards and support them every step of the way. They have the training and 

skills necessary.  Hold them to a high standard and give them the funds necessary to do their job 

well.

            Provide utilities and infrastructure that protect our planet and encourage citizens to do the same.        

  
I'd like to see more arts being done outdoors by people. People setting up their painting isles and 

just enjoying painting around the city.
                  

                      

                      

                      

Na                     

      
Encourage the use of solar energy in residential areas to reduce the need for centralized electric 

power generation
              

      Safe drinking water.Safer biking.Gondola on 2nd street       
Home energy use less gas.Less cars, more walking and biking with "complete streets," every street 

worked on should have a bike lane..Sidewalks everywhere
      

I teach at RCTC. We have to admit ANYONE with a high school diploma or equivalent. In 25 years, I 

see local students going downhill! in their abilities to read, write, do math, communicate. It's 

shocking. I have "dumbed down" freshman English 4 times since I arrived here. No Child Left 

Behind and teaching to the test ruined an entire gen b/c they did not learn how to think critically 

and to learn for themselves/work on their own/together to figure out things. Now local industry 

and biz will pay the price, and employers are already complaining about unprepared grads. RCTC 

When rents skyrocketed downtown in 2014, many local arts groups were driven out of downtown. 

Words Players, C4 and the Salon, etc. Those opps for youth and young artists have NOT been 

replaced.

Having a typical 4 year college/univ here would really help Roch! So would supporting more 

homegrown arts non profits and opps for kids. Don't leave it all to the civic theatre. They have their 

issues. I used to get RDA grants to organize large scale downtown events; I don't do that anymore 

b/c I feel that local residents have checked out of downtown. Use the Chateau more wisely and the 

Castle/Sr Center. Those are great venues! Working with Threshold Arts means poor communication, 

pet projects, lots of confusion. We need a city level FT job focused on developing arts and culture 

                

  
Keep having free concerts and movies in parks. Incorporate art into all city owned buildings and 

parks
  

Maintain all infrastructure at proper requirements and intervals. Teach citizens that utilities come 

before luxury purchases.
  Fund this branch of government very well and hold them accountable for results.   

Have all school students take monthly field trips to outdoor parks. Promote conservation as much 

as renewable production. If we us less we don't need to produce as much. Add more bicycle 

infrastructure like Broadway.

       

      cheaper housing and make houses cleaner    idk            

  
Rochester has a rich diverse community and Art Center but it would be great to have more events 

celebrating our different cultures and history; still feels like there's not much to explore locally
   

Rochester is investing in a less congested downtown corridor - hopefully this makes a difference 

with traffic levels during busy times
Would like to see city-wide trash service and other services for competitive pricing              

      More green spaces, recreational areas downtown and along the river                

          
Law enforcement is key to a safe and desirable community. We must hold people accountable for 

their actions and prioritize crime reduction.
            

                      

      Enforcement of sidewalk safety and ensuring orderly scooters and bike use               

                       

  More space for this.   More infrastructure necessary.   Trusted law enforcement.           

                      

  There could be a better arts scene in Rochester.        I am neutral             

                      

                      

               No ideas.        

                      

                      

  

Fully restore the Chateau "back to use" as envisioned by Mayor Brede's task force. Explore ways to 

help create, through a public/private partnership, a science and art museum.  Currently, Winona is 

the arts and culture capitol of SE MN. Follow their lead in creating music and theater programming.

              .   

      

Keep infrastructure in good shape. Expand public infrastructure into new areas as new areas 

become part of defacto infrastructure. For example, perhaps, seamless public connectivity to the 

internet.

       
Have an official responsible for identifying practices that may not be sustainable and finding 

experts to propose changes.
       

                      

       free buses and genuine effort toward a lightrail to the twin city bike lanes are important but we are doing them wrong.         Sustainability should be an initiative in good planning principles.   

              
Towards adopting renewable energy sources such as solar and wind power. Strong Public  

transportation system, Incorporating green spaces, parks, and urban forests to improve air quality,
        

                      

  
I'd like to see more of the new Minnesota state flag instead of the new pride flag; we have to be 

proud of our state
  

I would like them to maintain and preserve the buildings that we currently have; many spaces can 

be converted for other uses
  

I would like to see more volunteer groups in the police; we all have a responsibility to keep the city 

safe and clean
  

I would like to see more people clean up controlled access highways and I would like it if the city 

would have initiatives pick up scrap metal
       

              
Complete reliance on renewable energy sources. Enough infrastructure for non-car transportation 

options. Walkable neighborhoods that included shopping, restaurants, easy access to nature
        

                      

                      

      The downtown needs to be ADA. So do other public spaces. Currently they are not.       Have Mayo pay it's fair share of taxes to support the city services it uses.       

  Love more events like Thursdays during the full year -- makes Rochester so lively   
More pedestrian friendly spaces like Peace Plaza + Discovery Walk.More options for transportation 

-- much like the bike lanes in North Broadway
  Use police budget for community help programs           

  Move the farmer's market downtown   
Bike paths separated from the roads on every road.Allow street parking in more neighborhoods 

near downtown
              

       . more bike paths and acces to nature     solar and nuclear power .     

                      

                      

      
Infrastructure includes everything from physical (streets, paths, systems) to having the mental 

health and nat resources inf in place - creating an authentic, healthy place.
   

Rochester is an incredibly diverse city - if one chooses to see and participate in the diversity (of 

many types). Embracing. Diversity and all user groups will only make the city more strong/appealing
Embrace diversity and continue work for equity.

Sustainability encompasses so many things - health, housing, transportation, access to natural 

resources and public programming,  financial & budgets, etc. Sustainability is only becoming more 

importa

Sustainability should be an initiative in good planning principles.     

              Promote alternative energy sources        

                      

      
Investment in our streets and public areas. Avoid overcrowding of some areas. For example, the 

area by Costco off of 19th is getting too busy.

I accidentally clicked "neutral", but I agree with the answer "I personally would like to see a high-

speed rail system from Roch to MSP" - however, in my mind, not a priority.
Ensure all communities have access to needed resources.    

Green clean energy that will be available for the coming generations. Focus on community benefit, 

not just individual - we're all better when we're all better. Long term housing solutions.
       

                      

          

Deliver less crime by crime reduction approaches that reduce crime.  Not strategies that cause 

bureaucrats or citizens to report less crime to make us feel good.  Can I walk my dog or kids or 

grandkids through the neighborhood and feel safe.  Or do we avoid areas in the evening when 

drugs, teenagers, gangs take over

          

  
I very much enjoy the plays & musicals the Civic Theater brings, and would like to see more. Chateau 

theatre needs to be developed into a fun cultural space.
                 

I think the Soldier’s Field area is still a missed opportunity. Utilize it for both summer and winter 

activities (socccer, snowshoeing, etc) and make it a true outdoor destination. Once people are 

there, business opportunities like food trucks naturally follow, leading to increased economic 

vitality.

                      

  
We need things for people across the age range to do at affordable costs. We need to have true city 

run sports and rec, so club is not the only choice. We need more for 0-30 age range.

We need more investment in activities for children, families, and young people. 125 is amazing but 

there is nothing comparable for families or young adults everything is disjointed and expensive. It is 

also competitive. For example if kids cannot afford to play club sports they don’t have the skills to 

compete for slots in high school teams and then there are no rec options then either. The current 

club run system is extremely inequitable and increases the divide amongst our youth. We need to 

fund rec sports with sliding fee scales to create community and ensure our youth stay engaged 

Public transit including not only prioritizing downtown but connecting the broader city. For 

example connecting more frequently to schools and other community centers.

The current bus system makes it difficult for those without cars to access employment and 

educational opportunities. For example form JohnMarshall the bus routes mena student who want 

to participate in work study or work at sacc must either work within walking distance or have a car 

because the transfer and delays means they cannot get anywhere except downtime in less than a 

hour.

            

                      

                       

no                     

                       

      Rebuild rough roads. Eliminate bike lanes                 

                       

                       

       
Need to cut back on spending get rid of half a government lower taxes. Olmsted County is too high 

of taxes.
   

I see cops just sitting around. I see people breaking the law all the time and nothing gets done 

about it. I drive professionally every day people running lights not stopping at stop signs In school
           

                      

                      

                      

I would rather teachers teach and kids learn in a fun, safe environment  by working to ban assault 

weapons, provide better mental health care at school, not tolerate bullying - including cyber 

bullying. Safe adults for kids to turn to regarding being bullied, socially harassed, or an ear to hear 

scary feelings.

                  
We should require public access to natural areas - not allow some of our beautiful spots be 

exclusive.

  More access to spaces.LGBTQ friendly spaces.Bring back the Night Market   Improved transportation.Improved public spaces   Trusted enforcement           

                      

                      

holy rizz         First amendment right brother holy rizz racism is bad!!!         

                      

                      

              ,,,,,,,,,,        

          I don't really know    Municipal compost        

                       

                      

                       

                      

                      

                      

                       

  A performing arts space generally open to the community.   More riverfront attractions on the model of pittsburgh.   
Focus on housing the unhoused an insecure, and addressing the root causes of homelessness in 

our community.
          

                      

                      

  
Reprioritize local talent when promoting arts/entertainment.  There is a big budget for civic music 

and other ventures but most of it seems targeted to promote non-local acts.
                   

                      

  Roller rink.Night life.Lounge/Jazz bar   Free parking.Public bathroom door gaps too large               

                      

                      

          
Improved police response. Transparent information on the random deaths and bodies found in 

Rochester. Why and how can we fix this?

Trainings on how to administer narcan. More preventative measure for drug treatment and crime 

prevention. Obviously kids are bored if they are still committing small crimes on property and doing 

damage

It takes way too long to please the complaints of people. YMCA was taken away and since then 

there is a lack of family-friendly physical activities. Please listen to the people.
       

      
Better upkeep on our roads, e.g., harmful potholes, and sidewalks and trails, good access to power, 

water, transportation options in all areas of the city, and reliable, cheaper internet-too expensive
                

                      

nothing to add                     

                       

                      

  "Light the Drive" Silver Lake Drive Decorative Lights   Walking bridges               

  
Love all the concerts in the park and Thursdays downtown in the summer but try to add some rings 

in the fall and winter months
                  

  See my above comment about a more eclectic nightlife for college youth and singles.    N/A N/A             

                      

                      

                        

           Ensure that people are held accountable for their actions and behaviors            

                      

                      

                      

                       

                       

                       

                      

                      

                       

e                   wkrjw

                      

                      

  More activity downtown   Better bike paths downtown (not in the street)   Speeding enforcement            

      

The bus system needs a major overhaul. I work with people who cannot drive yet need to work and 

have access to community resources. Yet where the bus goes and its limited hours including the 

weekends prevents the bus from being a useful resource. I help people with employment, and so 

often we have to reject employment opportunities because there's no bus stop anywhere near, or it 

does not have the schedule needed.

              

                      

                       



                       

          Bike/walk trails patrolled by police officers           

                      

                      

                       

              
Garbage as a public utility including composting pickups. Solar panels over flat parking lots. Solar as 

part of new public buildings or other sustainable sources. Better Weatherization new buildings.
       

  Live community events and gatherings... like Rochesterfest   More bridges to walk over dangerous roads and bike lanes.More stop signs to make walking safer               

                      

                       

               none         

      Bike Infrastructure: Separated bike lanes (especially downtown)               

                      

          I think that there needs to be more people working to safe people in the community    
I think that Rochester needs more sustainability with others and being able to have a community 

and trust people
       

                      

                      

                      

                      

      Transit None            None

                       

  
If Rochester had a cultural funding stream like Saint Paul - - 1% of all building projects goes the Star 

program.
  Keep up the good work. Rochester is truly anazing in so many areas.               

                      

              
We are in a climate crisis and we need to do everything possible to lessen our impact and to 

mitigate the effects.
        

      
Fix more roads and bridges as they age, spend less on the DMC and Mayo, let more people raise 

chickens and geese and ducks for food.
       Road maintenance should be more mill and replace than just oil and chip.         

                      

                      

                       

       

Better public transportation

Bullet Train to Twin Cities

Larger Airport

                

                      

                      

                      

              
using the 7 generation approach to growth, design, and long-term viability of our city. Really 

doubling down on climate resiliency, being a leader in environmental justice initiatives.
        

              Ensure we can financially support our resources, public spaces, roads, schools, etc. into the future.        

                      

                       

           
Strengthen our judicial system.  No more slaps on the wrist for offenders.  Make offenders work off 

their fines.  People need to be held accountable for their actions.
           

      everyone should have free access to the things they need    equal and fair laws, dumb accusations should be fined we have good police         

  

Well- if you’re black- you’re treated like crap in the Rochester Public Schools half the staff and one 

para anyway.  How do they keep their jobs.  A student hears a Para talking about the N- - - - - - 

Loving teachers.  This is a real issue in our public school and NOTHING happens to this Para for 

using this type of language or having these views.  Get her OUT of the classrooms and AWAY from 

the students. PLEASE.  This can NOT be allowed to occur.  It’s 2024- start holding people 

accountable.

  We need help there too. But I’m more concerned with general affordable housing.   

They don’t hold anyone accountable either.  A store owner calls police with plate number of car, 

description of two thieves that stole merchandise and they shrug to only take a report.  Nothing is 

ever done.  Business works twice as hard to sell more to cover the lost profit.  When my 

grandfather was a policeman- they took the time to bring these low lives to justice and made an 

example from them to prevent it happening again. Y others.  No one makes example out of criminals 

now- in rochester we just let the police write a report and they “look into it” crickets- NW we to 

  

Not sustainable as it’s a bunch of garbage you build.  Like the horrible peace plaza.  Once enjoyed 

by all.  Now those with mobility issues are excluded from the fun due to stupidly arranged letter 

making them trip.  Just fix it and move on.  How many more people have to fall or get hurt.

      

   
More everything. More art, more color, more vibrancy, more functional art. More music. Less beige 

buildings. More street lights
                    

           
Hold offenders accountable on the first offense. No more slap on the wrist, or three strikes you’re 

out.
           

  
affordable-free outdoor (and indoor) music opportunities year round. Celebrate our diverse ethnic 

backgrounds with free , low cost themed events (could be hosted at Mayo Civic Center and RAC
           

new Mayo and urban building should have tax reduction to use green resources to reduce carbon 

footprint
        

                       

   
Beautiful classical music freely available.  Turning down the Riverside concerts so residents as far 

out as RCTC don't need to hear it.  No Woke agenda in the arts.
                    

                      

                      

  

increase arts resources and art businesses in Rochester. Provide monetary support for businesses 

that provide benefits to the community. When youth participate in the arts, it is proven to reduce 

youth deliquency. Increase funding for arts in the community and in schools.

  

priority should be placed on infastructure and building a safe, reliable city. With the Number 1 

Hospital in the Nation, Mayo Clinic, expanding, we should be an example to the rest of the world 

on what a high tech, human-centric, empathic, safe city should look like. Rochester should also 

plan for emergency preparedness.  Build an important community of tradespeople to support 

Rochester is a must.

      

I love the reuse center, and think more places like that are necessary to reduce excess waste. I love 

how schools are starting to teach gardening and other natural skills, which is important to our 

collective knowledge.

      

                      

                      

                      

  LGBTQ+ center   Rapid transit to Twin Cities (Bullet train)               

                      

                       

                      

                       

          Equitable           

  
We’ve bulldozed over our history.  The history center should be a grand museum and discovery 

center?  .Maybe downtown?  Or old api milk lot. Then it’s more accessible
  

Central area of town need a lot of infrastructural updates.  My lead water line to my house should 

be replaced. I can’t afford it.  My kids schools have lead service water lines. Why is no one fixing 

this!!  RPU says lead free at the well.  It’s false information and misleading to the public.  After the 

wells it’s lead.

  More community officers trained in handling mental illness and social services   
In order to be sustainable Rochester needs to stop being used and dependent on mayo. Cut the 

cord
      

                      

                      

                       

PAY TEACHERS BASED ON THEIR PERFORMANCE                     

I don't know why the public school system is having such trouble with the allocated $$$ to date.  

Every other business has had to change the way they operate in some way to fit in the priorities.  At 

the most basic level, not all classes have to have 30 students--some require less and some are fine 

with 100 or more.  Once motivated students find themselves in college, they will have 700 students 

in a lecture hall with time for drop-in sessions. Years ago Century used block scheduling and both 

teachers and students loved it.  It is time to reconsider this again since a rare student has 7 periods 

                    

                       

  Museums.Bigger mall.More entertainment   Train to the cities               

  
Continue to fund a city music department. Continue to invest in performance spaces like the Civic 

Center. Create a true amphitheater in the location where the free summer concerts are held.
                   

I do agree that not all kids want to go to a four year school so vocational schools and trade schools 

are important.  And those are some of the jobs that desperately need employees. n
        Proper funding for police and fire personel

we just need to give more support to our police officers and keeping them safe.  It seems like it is so 

hard for an arrest and conviction of drug dealers and other crimes.  We give them too many breaks.  

Sometimes we take Innocent until proven guilty too far.  And legalizing recreational marijana was a 

bad idea.

        

           
Our community still has significant disparities in access to opportunities as well as health and 

homeownership. We have to prioritize justice at every level of our policymaking and services.
           

      
This ties in with sustainability, things like light rails and buses would serve the community well, 

decrease our carbon footprint, decrease traffic which leads to lower traffic accidents.
       

I’d like to see the growth of renewable energies like solar, wind and geothermal, as well as an 

expansion of electric charging stations for cars. An expansion of mass transit like buses and light 

rail

        

                      

                      

                      

                  no   

We need to fully fund our schools.     
Mayo Clinic cannot control the city’s or county’s water. RPU needs to continue water quality, 

safety & distribution.

We need to ensure future impact from all infrastructure decisions is made by a variety of voices, 

background, expertise & businesses
    

We need to protect homes, businesses & people from global warming disasters—including 

investing in solar and other green energy technologies
       

                       

                    Natural green spaces - vital- without nature we live amongst builds not trees

          I would like to feel safe in my community.  Hard to enjoy green space with drug use and homeless. No         

      Increase transit and active transportation                 

                      

      
Better roads. Also, nearly all busses I see are empty. We spend a lot of money as a city to run and 

maintain empty buses.
                

                      

      

The city needs to switch to just one garbage pickup company. All the garbage trucks running 

through our city are destroying our streets. Do the right thing and pick the lowest cost garbage 

company, with new bidding process taking place every few years.

              

       Infrastructure                 

                       

                      

              
Sustaining stable job markets, housing availability,  transportation, food, utilities for everyone will 

make us stronger as a whole.
no     

Ensure there is real collective impact action between various education initiatives. Do  RPS really 

work with Cradle to Career? Are we investing in theories too much and not actions?
    

Technology infrastructure as much as brick and mortar including AI knowledge and info pipes that 

connect opportunities sources to a central hub.  Must have a city wide information architecture.
               

              Either leave all the low income housing as is or get rid of the people that keep coming in        

                      

                        

          I believe that we are on a good track.    Incentives to keep businesses here.         

                      

                       

                      

                      

               We should be able to replicate what's working and not use up resources         

              
I selected all 10 areas as priorities originally. Then chose Sustainability as my number one priority. If 

working towards all 10 areas for Rochester means increased local taxes, I am for that.
       

                      

                      

  
Build places that can display the arts of many things; I would like to see lots of diversity in artistic 

things.
   

Find a way to hire more drivers for transportation; pay them more since transportation drivers are 

on a shortage.
               

                      

                      

              Any effort for improvement must be made sustainable or there is no point in investing        

               Anything done to improve things should be sustainable otherwise waste of time and resources.        

                      

                      

  Music in public places. Forward concerts 12 times a year.   convenient, clean and reliable public transportation system.   Reasonable services.   Focus on continued reduction of carbon footprint.       

      
Most patients that come to town have a car. Even if you deny that fact and take away parking and 

try and force public transport, this only hurts elderly and sick patients that are paying to be here.

For example, when a new hotel was built across from Saint Mary’s they were only permitted to build 

underground parking for half of their hotel guests. They were told by city council that this will 

promote public transportation. Most people coming to a hotel have a car. How short sighted are 

these people making the rules? This only makes it that half of the hotel guests have to park offsite 

and be shuttled in. These are the patients that support our city. Most of them are sick or elderly 

and now they have to walk or be shuttled back to where they are staying or getting medical care. 

            

                       

                      

                      

                      

                      

                      

                      

                      

                      

                      

  Audio described live performances for visually impaired.   

Require sidewalks in all new construction.  Greatly increase tree canopy. Reduce use of energy in 

public buildings while using less fossil fuels .  Increase use of all-electric vehicles in city fleet and 

increase number of charging stations.  Enforce city's idling policy.

  Establish and enforce noise ordnances.   
Provide a dashboard for showing progress towards meeting city's energy and sustainability goals.  

Provide staffing for this category proportional to our population.
      



      We need to continue to build and expand safe bike infrastructure Sidewalks need to be safe and accessible for pedestrians and wheelchair users             

                      

              

Garbage collection (make a public utility) and continued focus on renewable energy. 

Projects that are done right the first time. 

Bring down rpu pricing by adding sustainable sources like wind

       

                      

                      

                      

      
Easy convenient access to city services.  Maintenance and growth of city services should coincide 

with the growth of the city.    Branch libraries please.
               

                       

                  LESS TAXES.   

                       

                      

                      

                      

      
City of Rochester has not kept up with expansion into surrounding Urban Service Areas. As a result 

we are short of lots upon which to build housing stock to help with housing.
                

          everyone has an oppertituity            

                      

                      

  
Increase financial support for the arts (Art Center, Civic Theatre, Symphony/Chorale, Civic Music, 

etc..Earmark 1% of all Planning and Zoning fees be spend to enhance public art.
  

Halt all new construction of sports, athletic and park and rec facilities until deferred maintenance is 

satisfied.Place more attention on cyber security.Lobby for high speed access between Rochester 

and the Twin Cities

          

Creating or designating better pedestrian and bike lanes/trails is essential to a sustainable, less car-

dependent community. I love to ride my bike, but I'm terrified of the drivers I have to share the road 

with. Bike lanes are controversial, but specified bike routes/streets (like Minneapolis/St. Paul) are 

successful and give riders a safe choice. Bus transit needs to be promoted heavily with incentives 

to 'take the bus' downtown, rather than complain about lack of parking. Mass shuttles, or a trolley 

system would be ideal for traffic flow between Mayo and St. Mary's.

  

                      

                  

If we had a lightrail system, that would significantly improve access to more areas of the community 

and help provide a more carbon-friendly environment that is not as heavily reliant on vehicle 

transportation.

   

                      

              
LESS TAXES.

LESS CITY GOVERNMENT WASTEFUL SPENDING.
LESS TAXES.      

              
You have fuzzed off the font so it's hard to review exactly what we mean here. I believe we need to 

be able to sustain things not only into 2050 but if we set a actual strategy keep it going!
       

                  If the city cannot measure the effectiveness of something it is doing, it should not be doing it.   

Quit having school referendums to hike our property taxes. learn how to budget properly.                     

  More musicals, concerts, broadway shows    
Improve walking access from neighborhoods to shopping. Make them attractive and inviting to use. 

Right now most neighborhoods require crossing ugly roads such as West Circle Dr, 41st.NW
Cost of trains too high for the size of Rochester              

                        

                       

                      

                      

A community is nothing without it's school systems. Rochester needs to support and celebrate it's 

school staff and students, explaining to all the public why they are vital to our community.
            

More in-your-face promotion, support, INCENTIVE, and accessibility of public transit in Rochester 

and surrounding areas.

Creating or designating better pedestrian and bike lanes/trails is essential to a sustainable, less car-

dependent community. I love to ride my bike, but I'm terrified of the drivers I have to share the road 

with. Bike lanes are controversial, but specified bike routes/streets (like Minneapolis/St. Paul) are 

successful and give riders a safe choice. Bus transit needs to be promoted heavily with incentives 

to 'take the bus' downtown, rather than complain about lack of parking. Mass shuttles, or a trolley 

system would be ideal for traffic flow between Mayo and St. Mary's.

    

  

Well, I kind of went off on a bunch of tangents on this item in question 1. Please, hire a highly 

qualified arts administrator. Have a look at Red Wing Arts, they've got a wonderful arts scene that 

benefits their community and far beyond.  I'm not sure what the mission of the Rochester Art 

Center is, but it doesn't seem to reach many of us.

  I kind of answered that in question 1, also.   If any of these are inequitable in Rochester, I am not aware of that.           

  

Continue to support multi-cultural events that build bridges across diverse communities/ Also 

need to create a permanent space like other cities have to house cultural groups/businesses & host 

events

I would love to see the City invest in supporting diverse artists and creating art installations 

throughout the city that celebrate Rochester's many vibrant cultures
        

Invest in green technologies like renewable energy solutions, as well as investing in recycling 

programs for materials as well as food rescue programs that keeps viable food within our food 

systems

If we had a lightrail system, that would significantly improve access to more areas of the community 

and help provide a more carbon-friendly environment that is not as heavily reliant on vehicle 

transportation.

    

  
There are a lot of outdoor concerts done by different groups around Rochester during the summer.  

 A performing arts amphitheater could extend the season into spring and fall

There are many cities near Rochester that are the same size, but seem to have much more going on 

as far as parks, arts, historic buildings, and cultural events.  Maybe Rochester leaders should look 

to Winona, La Crosse, and Owatonna and learn how they build vibrance in their communities, for 

ideas how we can build it in ours.

              
Many of our greenspace areas are neglected and in need of repairs and trash control.  Expanding 

biking and walking paths is very beneficial to the city

      
I personally would like to see a high speed rail system from Rochester to the Minneapolis area 

(airport?)
       More solar and wind energy integrated into our school and government owned buildings        

          freedom NO I DON'T HOW MUCH DO I NEED TO TELL YOU         

A "free" public education is very costly to the individual child who graduates not being proficient in 

reading, math and science.
        

I believe Rochester does quite well in the area of justice.  I would, however, like to see more visibility 

for the efforts of the police oversight commission.
Nothing additional

All efforts towards the 10 areas listed should include specific goals of those efforts and metrics by 

which the success of those efforts will be measured.
If the city cannot measure the effectiveness of something it is doing, it should not be doing it.     

                       

                       

                      

What can we learn from how other successful countries are doing life?                     

                      

                       

  
We have plenty of this already.  Pass!  You want to know what we don’t have……hardly anything for 

kids and teens to do.
  

With the exception of the water and most of the time it’s yellow and is filled with chemicals, the city 

has equitable access to power, water, transportation, and other utilities, Public Spaces and services 

so I don’t know why this question is even on here.  Waste of money!!!!!!

  

This is funny.  EMS, Fire Departments are good, equitable and trusted application of the law come 

on!!!!! Our justice system is broken and it will continue to go downhill because the current 

government allows it and makes money off of it.

  🤦🏼       

       Streets maintained. Ensure power grid and water pipes up to standard.                

                      

                      

                      

                      

                      

      

Work w County & neighboring Townships & Municipalities to assure that water & sewage treatment 

systems being installed for suburban houses is connected (or compatible for connection) to city 

services.

       

Assure adequate funding to support appropriate levels of maintenance for our various 

departments assigned responsibility for community planning, safety inspections, utilities, parks, 

streets systems.

       

  
Any and all encouragement and financial helpnfor arts and culture organizations in Rochester and 

SE Minnesota
                    

                      

More after school activities that are enriching, not just SACC. More Community Ed offerings.
Events for all ages - musical acts, arts and crafts at the holidays, more theater for all ages to attend, 

bigger acts like Blue Man Group that are family friendly
               Get serious about addressing climate change in city budgetin    

  
More plays and art exhibits. Would love a place centrally to take art lessons individually and as a 

family. The rac is great but has limited options.
       

We need to ensure that our community can live without fear of being racially profiled, that we hold 

all communities accountable to the same level, and that crisis teams can respond to nonviolent calls

At my work we are recruiting diverse young trainees.  I want to ensure they are safe driving late at 

night and living in our community.
        

  Keep concerts and theater    Improve transportation.  The bus system could be improved, especially in winter. Increase bus routes, especially in winter         Look at sustainability smart growth concerned about huge houses consuming our resources   

                      

                       

                      

  
Our Art museum is wonderful. Rochester already has a lot of support for the arts: music 

performances, sculptures on the bike paths, plays. I want to see all of that continue and grow.
                    

                      

                      

                      

   More film festivals                     

                      

  
I think it is important to continue learning about our culture and arts, because it is very important 

to learn about.
                 

People and workers should not be allowed to continue ruining our forests and taking them down 

to build more and more apartments and suites. Animals our going to be extinct from our area, 

because we don't have a care in the world for the animals that are also living in our town.

      Make sure we are ready for climate change        
Hire staff to aid citizens to understand and apply for state and federal grants for green appliances 

and energy. Keep to carbon free by 2030 pledge at RPU. Have fast ev chargers at all parks
Get serious about addressing climate change in city budgetin     

                       

  

We need more opportunities for people to enjoy. People go to Cities for entertainment great to 

have things to do here. There is a City Museum in St Louis that Artists have designed and people 

enjoy.

Mini golf place like Can Can Wonderland encompasses artists and entertainment. We need fresh 

ideas here AND they can use artists gifts and entertainment
        

Smart growth. We are tearing down affordable homes to build apartment buildings. Why don't we 

support fixing up affordable homes. How many apartment buildings do we realistically need?
Look at sustainability smart growth concerned about huge houses consuming our resources     

                      

                      

          Fair judges            

                       

                      

                      

  
Build that university and all of this will come naturally. I’ll consider being the dean, but don’t get my 

hopes up (obviously another joke).
  

Outside the Mayors jurisdiction (just realized you can’t spell mayor without Mayo), but train 

communication with the twin cities would be amazing. Everyone tends to fly into MSP to come to 

Rochester and the commute from there is difficult and expensive. For utilities - solar energy and 

wind as alt resources would make sense in Rochester. We have plenty of sun and wind - harnessing 

that to power our ACs would make satirical sense, but still makes sense!

  
Keep doing what you’re doing in this regard. We have wonderful police, fire, EMS officers. God 

bless them all and give them all free healthcare! :)
  

Of all my suggestions, a University or higher education center, however you want to call it (college is 

worse for marketing reasons) would make the most sense in the long run - naturally attracting 

businesses, high turnover of students flushing money into the city and the university, real estate 

attraction, rental gains, you name it! If you decide to consider this, I guarantee you’ll have parents 

lining up to help pay a brick, build a wall, dethrone a tree, put in pipes - this would be a colossal 

and beneficial community project. Rochester is on the map, Mayo Clinic put us there - let’s mooch 

      

      keeping infrastructure up to date is essential                 

                      

                      

                      

              Continue efforts to use renewable energy        

  I would like more public works of art and cultural murals.    
Public transportation, better up to date schools, and paved roads where there are currently dirt 

roads
I would like better downtown parking.             

                       

  
We have great things in place. I’d like to see more theater and concerts. More live music in the 

evenings would be nice
  No. People should be paying for these services.   Harsher penalties on criminals, please.   Stronger law and order in this city.       

                      

Ranges are low because of financial issues that the schools have, so they are reducing the range to 

save on budget. The schools should get more funding to make transportation more available to 

those who need it.

                    

  
The Rochester Art Center is such an ongoing disappointment...it feels more like an event center 

than an art space.
Using the art center for art and art history classes would engage more people.                

We use Soldier's Field, Quarry Hill and the bike paths extensively...they are a big part of making our 

life in RST good.  We don't golf but support Soldier's Field golf course because we can walk our dog 

there 5 months of the year...it is readily accessible and gives one the sense of being out in nature. 

We are happier and healthier because of it.

          Apply the law and stop releasing criminals into the streets   Lower taxes       

                      

                      

           Safer economy with more understanding and respectful enforcement.            

                      

                      

                      

                      

               enhance downtown         

       
Continued investment in safe and easily maintainable infrastructure so vehicles, pedestrians, bikes, 

etc are all able to use.
                

Build all new schools in a way to promote learning, be walkable, encourage social and emotional 

wellness. Stop building new schools that are the low bid or promote sprawl. Build communities 

that we want to have 100 years from now -- that are practical, beautiful, walkable, healthy, and take 

fewer tax dollars to maintain.

Statues of soldiers with plaques attacking students and reporters, and walls glorifying killing of 

brown people, and all the jingoistic garbage in our city cannot be called art or culture.

Public art needs to make people think, be beautiful, encourage appreciation of art, be accessible to 

most people, not promote white supremacy culture or US hegemony, and make visitors to our city 

feel welcome. Rochester is the least cultured city I've ever lived in. I'm not sure what will solve the 

problem, but we need to do more to help young artists succeed and grow here and not move to the 

Cities or to other states. In population size, we are a city, but culturally, we are a small town.

    
Support restorative justice programs. Refuse to respond to "walking while black" 911 calls. Fire 

officers who have a single documented case of bias or discrimination. Offer wrap around services.

Focus on social determinants of health to increase outcomes for those who may become justice-

involved. Think about not having so many old white people on city commissions, council, senior 

staff positions. Institute a "ban the box" policy for Rochester employers. Stop wealthy white 

homeowners from fighting affordable housing developments and housing for those exiting the 

justice system. Have community policing and get cops out of their cars; it would save money and 

help the community meet cops in the community instead of only during law enforcement activity. 

        

      Less regulation on new construction,expansion of access on west river road to city amenities                

               
Support locally owned businesses and create a clean, safe and  beautiful city where people are 

proud to work and live
       

           I think that our justice now is bad because people aren't getting treated fairly like we should.            

  Stop spending tax dollars on this   Equitable?  What does that have to do with infrastructure?   

Equitable means that everyone is given equal punishment regardless of color/gender.  Stop giving 

criminals a free pass in the name of “equity”. It is shocking how many criminals are given a slap on 

the wrist and then reoffend in this city.

          

                       

  
More concerts, music, festivals, neighborhood events and culture. Less chains more music venues 

and bars downtown (not bar and grills)
   Need more transit. Busses that run on weekends, shuttles to downtown, etc                

                      

                      

  Doing fine with this I feel   Seems.Fine   Seems fine   Recycling food       

  More activities for young families is needed.   

Take a serious view of connecting Rochester and the Twin Cities with a high-speed connection. 

Collaborate with MAC and MnDOT to relocate regional airlines from MSP to RST, creating MSP 

Terminal 3 at RST that allows MSP to expand. This will create significant new access to markets, 

expand Rochester economy, and merge labor markets of the Twin Cities and Rochester. Plan for 

expansion to La Crosse, Madison, Milwaukee, and Chicago. Organize an advisory group that has 

vision and courage. ..Standardize sequence of all stop lights in Rochester with left turn lanes. Be 

              

   
Need to grow local art education programs to attract and foster local artist talent, bring it larger 

artists and musicians to current venues
                   

      Continue to maintain the roads and water system. Keep a strong broadband system .                

                      

  
Not of government concern, if there is a demand it will be funded privately. Just keep things clean 

and safe.
  

100% investment in what works and what's needed. Smaller police sub stations around city parks 

to keep the drugs away. Buses don't need to be a city concern, private business will take over if 

there is a demand.

  

Let police do their jobs. Start arresting vagrancy, do some bus therapy to get the lady out of the 

city. Fire departments is ridiculously over funded. Start a city ambulance to run out of all the 

multiple luxury fire stations and stop sending the fire trucks on medical calls.

  Stick to good infrastructure and this will take care of itself.       

                      

   I would like to see both encouraged and made affordable for all        
Ensure equal justice for all. Ensure law enforcement personnel are law abiding. Crack down on all 

discrimination
           

   I want different cultures to be represented in art and museums                     

          

Police, sheriff's office, prosectors, judges need to be more accountable for their actions. People do 

not trust them to be honest and that they have oversight. This needs to happen before other 

change

Their is a perception that crime is increasing particular from juvinill       

The southern side of Rochester has been ignored for 2 decades in developing parks and trails. The 

trails are too steep and fragmented to actually be useful. New parks should have a landscaping plan 

required when a subdivision is created. Will the park have trees? Prairie? And who is planting it? 

There should be community gardens and small dog runs in all neighborhoods for those who don't 

have fenced yards or rent. The 2 city dog parks are nice but not practical for anyone who has a job. 

There is too much focus on athletic fields in parks and not nature for people to explore.



  

Please add direct access to the Rochester Art Center so that visitors can be dropped off by car at 

the front entrance to the Art Center.  Currently, visitors to the Art Center either have to walk 

through the Civic Center to reach the Art Center or they have to walk along the plaza outside.  This 

doesn’t even include the fact that they first have to find somewhere to park.  This is especially a 

barrier to potential visitors who use walkers, canes, wheelchairs, etc (many of whom are Mayo 

Clinic patients with family/friends looking for something interesting to do while they are staying in 

                  

           Make it more equal and not letting personal views get ahead of the authority’s            

                      

  It would be wonderful to have a science museum. Perhaps expand the current History Center.                   

                    na

                      

                      

      Big metal benches around town               

                      

                      

      
Public transit that gets you to shopping centers, banks, medical appointments.   Regional transit 

that keep the Mayo employee traffic out of Rochester and reduces air polution.
               

                       

  Safe to attend. Low cost. Parking   Low cost. Sustainable   Anti- racist. Preventative and not always reactive   Low taxes.       

                       

                      

                      

                      

      
Consider the growth of the city when expanding infrastructure and continue to invest in top 

quality amenities for residents.
                

                      

      sewer plants water plants electrical grid No more tax funded art!! No more solar panels on tillable land
I would like to see the city put pressure on the county attorneys office to keep bad people locked 

up. If  RPD to keep arresting the same criminals this is putting a tax and a burden on city resources
The problem is in the county attorneys office and the city needs to start putting pressure on them         

          we need more cheep and fair things no         

                       

                      

                      

  
We need places that allow everyone, and especially our youth, to experience the creative output of 

others (past and present) as well as to explore their own creativity.
           

I agree that sustainability needs to be a priority for Rochester to remain a vibrant, healthy, growing 

community, but at the moment I don't have any ideas on how to improve it.
       

                      

               Take better care of our environment by supporting and incentivizing green initiatives.        

                      

                      

           Not blaming people for the wrong things            

                      

                      

                      

                      

      
I am no infrastructure expert, but with population growth, the city/county will need to do planning 

to ensure water, energy, roads, waste, will be robust enough to handle more people
               

                      

                      

                      

  
One has to drive to the cities to enjoy decent cultural and artistic entertainment and experiences. A 

dinner theater like Chanhassen would be wonderful. National entertainers in our Civic Center?
                    

       Improve roads, utilities for all.  Do not spend money on things like 'Discovery Walk'.            

Yes, we absolutely need garbage as a city utility! Composting would be absolutely amazing too. I 

have too many complaints for waste management. Plus all the extra garbage trucks in the road are 

really hard on our streets! I want many areas of the city to improve but we need to do it in a way 

that creates more benefit than harm for the world.

  

      
Invest in projects that people actually use. Bike lanes and pointless curbs only confuse and 

congest. Create more options for parking and driving personal vehicles downtown.
   

Court system where the innocent aren't afraid of the outcome, and where the guilty have reason to 

change their behavior.
           

                      

                      

                  
The park board seems to be easily swayed to special interest bike groups. Negating their own 

System Plan... so it is very concerning when they prioritize one special interest group over residents 
  

                      

                      

   More support and options        Justice is complex and wide ranging. Always needs focus for individual and community            

                      

      

Can we start to make small changes to make it safer for individuals to cross busy streets such 7th 

st NW, 14th st NW and 11th ave nw. ..We are not asking to entirely rebuild a street. We just want 

curb cut outs, paint, and plastic barriers to make it safer for people trying to cross to get to parks, 

food, or groceries. Can we make small changes quickly knowing that larger major infrastructure 

changes will take time. ..Can we advocate for Rochester to be connected by rail via Amtrak? We have 

millions who come here on a yearly basis for the clinic. It would be great opportunity to provide 

  

We recently had someone come to our church who was clearly in need of many resources. They 

were unhoused and not thinking clearly. The person did not have a phone to even call to get help. 

We called on her behalf and they sent the police. We did not need the police, we needed someone 

to help her get connected to where she can sleep, take a shower and get a meal. We needed a social 

worker rather than police. The person was not violent and did not require the police. The police 

actually made it worse. Can we get a team to help respond to situations like this.

  Composting provided and picked by at the house similar to trash and recycling being picked up       

      Better bus service and public transportation with direct routes (fewer changing buses).               

  so people cannot be scared of what their made no                 

                      

  Please with whatever development happens, let artists paint on the dull gray and tan buildings!

I love the painted crow electrical box downtown. I want more of that, but everywhere in Rochester. I 

want a vibrant, painted city. Even leaving some of the graffiti up would be better than the boring tan 

and gray I see everywhere. When the only color is corporate signage.. you know you’ve failed.

        
Being a carbon positive city. Make the bike right of ways safe and easy to access for all cyclists. And 

pedestrians too! Make the busses do more than just go to Mayo…

Yes, we absolutely need garbage as a city utility! Composting would be absolutely amazing too. I 

have too many complaints for waste management. Plus all the extra garbage trucks in the road are 

really hard on our streets! I want many areas of the city to improve but we need to do it in a way 

that creates more benefit than harm for the world.

    

  more museums and art galleries                     

      
With the current projects of Mayo, travel throughout the city is going to be difficult. Come up with 

additional bypasses?
                

                       

  
The city has not been successful in using existing complexes to draw in acts and sports. The answer 

isn't to always build more, but rather better utilize existing venues.

The city needs to make the Park Board an elected panel. Citizens of the city should be able to hold a 

rouge Park Board and Park Department accountable to deviating from its own System Plan.
        

Alternative clean energy. 

Trains to MSP

The park board seems to be easily swayed to special interest bike groups. Negating their own 

System Plan... so it is very concerning when they prioritize one special interest group over residents 

who own homes bordering Neighborhood Parks, especially when their trails pose risk to property 

in the way of erosion and wash out.

    

  
Utilize the available platforms to teach people they were all created equally and all contribute to 

make this a fair and balanced world and we need to get rid of the hate.
          

Identify and support the key business/Organizations That are necessary for positive growth in the 

community and area
      

                      

  We need a ballet school downtown that is subsidized by the city and parking is free.
Yes, music is important but we also need to be involved politically. We need to lend our voices to 

government.

In all these areas the decisions should be done ONLY with the people. At least ten public 

hearings/forums on each step of the process, plus visits to people's homes to inquire. Lean on the 

people.

Bike racks would be wonderful but what is most necessary is community engagement. Public 

servants should visit people's homes and have numerous public forums. Phone calls, surveys 

should be made. We also need a prayer ministry on the street in Rochester and in front of Mayo.

We need to have neighborhood government and town meetings to decide on policy. Like jury duty 

this would be mandatory.
We need more volunteers in our prison and jails in the region.         

   

We need to continue to support music, art, and cultural events in Rochester especially downtown. 

Increasing housing density will naturally create more demand for these opportunities that benefit 

all.

Outside of employment, what keeps people in Rochester, or makes us different?                  

                      

                      

                      

                       

                      

              
Ensure public infrastructure does not degrade the environment, and invest in sustainable solutions 

wherever possible
       

                      

                       

   We don’t need another sports complex!                    

                       

  More family-friendly opportunities.More public art -- expand the art center!   
Continue to expand bike paths.Expand aquatic center.Beautify the walking paths + bike paths in 

NW Rochester
              

  

I love the direction we are going in re ForWard concerts, etc. I'd love to see more intergenerational 

activities, and diverse activities. For example, I'd love to learn about and have the opportunity to 

hang with all of the cool cultures who live here - that is one of our great undersung resources!

  

I like the direction that the city is going in here as well - it seems there is a lot more asking the 

stakeholders what they think - and that this is happening before money is spent. More of that, 

please! Much of the new "improvements" don't appear functional for most or esthetically pleasing 

- while the city can't please everyone, leaning toward useful, beautiful, and sustainable makes sense 

financially and for those of us who want to see the city thrive...I'd also like to see the money making 

resources like the sports facility and golf be balanced with more access to recreation for those with 

  

I find it fascinating that most of the police and firefighters live outside of Rochester. I get that and 

don't wish for there to be a requirement to live in town, and the police and firefighters I knew were 

exceptional human beings and don't invest less in Rochester citizens bc they don't live here. It does 

raise an interesting question, though - do we lose something as a community because we don't go 

to school with cops' kids, etc?

  

I'd love to learn more about how the money makers in the city subsidize its resources, services, and 

access for the less than wealthy who are the majority of people who live here. How is this 

information shared with the public? Transparency might help the perhaps true/perhaps mistaken 

impression that people who already have money are being subsidized..

      

      For those who are homeless, have common area's in which they can get these necessities.        
I don't remember what definition sustainability had, and I can't look because of the blur in the 

previous answers.
        

  
A Performing Arts Center that would accommodate the needs of CAE, Honors Choirs, RSOC, 

SEMYO, visual artists and dance.

The art entities have served Rochester for DECADES. I think that Rochester should step up and 

invest in a "home" for them.
                

      Handicap/Adaptive accessibility in all of the city - Library doors are not accessible               

Bring more undergraduate degree programs in UMR     Connect Rochester to Saint pul with Train                 

Strong efforts have been made by our educational leaders and our business community to support 

the current referendum. I don't know what else could be done to educate our public about the 

benefit that a strong public educational system has for strengthening community and enhancing 

the future vitality of our city. It is up to the public. Unfortunately with an aging population, people 

vote in their self-interest, and elders may not connect the dots.

                     

                      

                      

                       

                       

                      

RPS should be supported and right-sized to the number of students. Any administrative bloat 

should be curtailed and the focus should be on the students. Invest in post-secondary 

opportunities with expansion of RCTC and UMR.

                    

           
It would be nice to have events for them since they do some much for protecting are areas and it 

would be nice to help people that want to go to college for justice stuff
             

                      

      
It is important to not just build new but continue to support & upgrade the old infrastructure so 

roads &  bridges are safe; that our sewer & water sydtems are safe; that are power grid is adequate
       

We need to continue to explore other energy souces.  

Sorry out of timr
       

  
Enhance children’s programming at the Art Center and encouraging a permanent collection that 

could rotate to various areas in the city
  See my initial answer on mass transit   Continuing emphasis on community policing and safe city nights   

Consistent support for sustainable solutions for government and business buildings. 

Public/private monies to help low income folks upgrade homes to save energy (windows, 

insulation, etc.)

       

                      

               
Encourage electric vehicles. Clean energy use. 

Sustainable water use.
     Encourage sustainable farming.

In my opinion, there should be continued education for parents. Not all parents have the support 

they need to successfully support their children, and a lot of the problems at home fall on 

teachers/educators to manage while they are off working in the medical industry. There needs to be 

more humility across professions, less egos about who is contributing more to society, etc. etc. in 

this town. Focus should be on student learning for all students, they are our future. There are SO 

many gaps in equity and financial support in this community, very little integration across socio 

Where to begin? The spaces in town to rent are so large and have no character, that for 

entrepreneurs to survive it is incredibly challenging. Half of broadway has been empty since before 

the pandemic

I've read the Rochester Vision 2050. And after being fed answers from other people who have filled 

this out, it is apparent that the city has no idea what the community is seeking (hence this survey 

with limited word counts?). Why not host a public forum where people can share ideas and hopes 

and dreams (which is not monday night city council, which is not held during the day so that only 

retired and wealthy folks can leave their jobs and attend) but a couple live, active public forums to 

simply *listen* to the people and let them share. And take notes! I agree -- I grew up here and nearly 

                

                       

                      

  Dance events   Trains to msp.Lightrail in Rochester               

                      

Investment in pre-k yields more return on investment than almost  anything else we can do. Far 

more than higher education. Rochester needs an opportunity to attend a full service university 

close to home as well as technical education but early education is more important

    

The role of government is to do the things that private enterprise cannot or will not do. 

Infrastructure including roads bridges, broadband, education… can only be done equitabley by 

government

Most of the responses do not address fundamental needs of the community rather they what i 

would describe as superficial or pedestrian. If we wish to create the Rochester of the future we 

need to look at the issues that create opportunities to achieve all those “pedestrian “ issues and far 

more.

            

                      

               Highly important to me. Sustainability and addressing climate change are essential        

                      

                      

I’m talking about people over the age of 18 to maybe 60 Getting help to start a business so that we 

can generate generational wealth for the underprivileged
            

Ensuring social equity and reducing inequality. 

Sustainable leadership and true diversity in the workplace because you are A hard worker
       

       
Extend water and sewer to open up areas for housing growth. The City Council should focus on 

options outside of just affordable housing.
               

  We do such a good job with this. Just keep up the good work.   Better bus stops — real shelters and more of them for the winter passengers.       

More bike paths will lead to a cleaner, healthier city and population.  Also, sponsoring bike 

purchases, especially e-bikes.  I have a friend who was in the Pentagon on 9/11;  he walks around in 

constant pain but he love to exercise, yet he can’t afford an e-bike.  It would be nice to help out 

someone who could really benefit from such a scheme.

      

                      

                      

           
Judge Steven’s in particular, but there needs to be more education on being trauma informed when 

dealing with victims of DV
           

      World class public transportation I should not have to go downtown in order  to get someplace  outside of down town.           Public access places to launch a canoe or kayac

  Maintain remaining historic houses                   

  Restaurants   Promote bike trails.Restrooms along bike trails.More drinking water stations.Maps               

                      

  More museums and art exhibits                     

                      

                      

      Keep expanding to create housing for people moving to town or growing their families                

                       

                      

                      

          
They do a lot of hard and dangerous work that risks their life so I feel like we should make sure 

they're safe from that
I think we need people that keep us safe and are safe at the same time       

I think we have problem with our roads that can effect people in vehicles and by them like we need 

other spots for other people like bikes and others we also need to fix the problem with our drivers

          ...            

                      



  
Expand or create an actual university to attract young people and vibrant businesses. Allow street 

food. Allow outdoor drinking. Tax breaks for fun spaces and businesses. City planning: density.

Use of chateau theatre is poor presently. The downtown needs to be connected also to soldiers 

field and the river with way more food and beverage and shopping that is walkable and 

cosmopolitan.

                 

      
By 2050, we must substantially shift away from the automobile as our primary mode of 

transportation. Our roads must be multi-modal and our utilities in solid condition.
   

By 2050, our understanding of justice should include access to a clean environment, opportunities 

to prosper, and freedom to be different. The class divide is already stark in Roch; let's reduce it.
            

                      

Not putting too much reliance on electronics (e.g., the constant use of student laptops) in middle 

and high schools. Academic research (and my own experience as a graduate student mentoring 

college students) suggests this is harmful to students' ability to learn, think critically, and problem-

solve.

    No thoughts            
We should be able to have a clean safe community to live in that is done within reasonable 

spending limits so we don't go broke providing for the greater good.
  

                      

  Mini golf.Night life.Indoor water park.Amusement park.Swimming lake                   

                      

                     Keep up the good work you are doing in opening up these areas to citizens

   
either sell the Chateau or honor the former city council's move to refurbuit to its former glory.  

Stop the band aid - threshold arts is very disappointing.
                     

                      

                        

                      

                      

                      

                      

                       

      
We should use the available resources we already have to provide the needs of the community 

without using new green ideas that in the end aren't green at all.
       

We should live within the means of the people of the community without raising taxes to the level 

people can't afford.

We should be able to have a clean safe community to live in that is done within reasonable 

spending limits so we don't go broke providing for the greater good.
    

              Recycling cans in all city parks would be amazing!       

      
Continue to maintain roads. Be prepared for the amount of driving downtown to increase rather 

than automatically assuming it will decrease. Be flexible.
               

                      

          
Stop the special treatment of law enforcement that break laws and kill innocent lives.  Stop going 

soft on repeat criminals.  2 brothers committing assault 3 years in a row.  How does that happen?

The absolute priority when it comes to criminals, especially violent criminals, should be the safety 

of the general public.  It should NOT be the feelings and needs of the criminals.  I'm all for 

rehabilitation, but regardless of the criminals upbringing and shortcomings, they are NOT the 

victims, they are the perpetrators and victimizers.  Stop going soft on criminals.

        

               More renewable energy        

       
It needs to be maintained in such a way that citizens don't have to think about it - it's there and it 

works and doesn't negatively impact daily lives. It's affordable and reliable.
               

              
I think every effort should be made to have any new building in Rochester be as eco friendly as 

possible. Solar panels etc.
        

   
Invest in the cultural resources we already have instead of trying to add to.  Give areas like Down by 

the Riverside, The Chateau, the Art Center, etc. more resources to expand their operations.
       

Utilize resources like social workers, etc. to better respond to incidents in the city.  Recognize that 

police and other organizations can work in concert to support our residents in times of need.
           

  
We need more public art in spaces that are less inviting than other places. Could create specific 

identities in different areas. Different themes in areas as well.
                    

   Increase in community sponsored events.                     

                      

   
We need a large performing arts center for the incredible amount of arts organizations we have in 

our community to use.
           

Accessible education and resources for sustainability. Prioritization of sustainability in systems 

and processes.
       

                      

  More nightlife.Zocial events.Zoos/more spaces for children   Changing tables in more restrooms               

                      

While a college degree has long been considered the golden ticket to success, the reality is that it’s 

not the best path for everyone. Many students, alternative career options such as trade skills or 

military service offer a more practical, financially rewarding, & personally fulfilling future. It's time to 

rethink how we educate kids & prepare them for the diverse opportunities available beyond college 

One of the most significant gaps in modern education is the lack of focus on essential life skills. 

While subjects like math, science, & language arts are important, young people also need practical 

Rochester's cultural& arts scene thrives, showcasing local talent & diversity through galleries, 

performances, and events. Continued support and investment are vital to sustain this vibrant 

community.

Rochester's art and culture scene plays a vital role in shaping the city's future. By fostering 

creativity and inclusivity, local artists can engage the community and attract visitors. Supporting 

galleries, theaters, and public art initiatives not only enhances the city's aesthetic but also drives 

economic growth through tourism and local businesses. Collaborations between artists and 

schools can inspire youth and cultivate future talent. Investing in art and culture creates a vibrant 

community, strengthens identity, and ensures a prosperous future for Rochester.

    
Justice in Rochester requires firm action. Being soft on crime undermines public safety. We need 

strict enforcement and accountability to protect citizens and ensure a safer, stronger community.

In Rochester, the need for a strong stance on justice has never been more crucial. Being soft on 

crime only emboldens offenders and jeopardizes community safety. We must advocate for 

stringent enforcement of laws and hold criminals accountable to deter future offenses. It’s also 

vital that our police department is well-trained and knowledgeable about the law, ensuring they can 

effectively uphold justice while protecting citizens' rights. By prioritizing accountability and a 

robust legal framework, we can create a safer, more secure environment for all Rochester residents.

        

                      

                      

                      

                      

  Homeless are taking over these spaces                   

                       

      Keeping the infrastructure in good condition is important.  Just keep things in good working order.    reform family courts

I have sympathy for homeless people, but I really don't want Rochester to have problems like some 

cities on the west coast have had when homeless people can set up tents indefinitely with no 

sanitation.

Don't rush to change for the sake of change, don't gentrify small businesses out of existence, don't 

raise property taxes too much, be good stewards.
       

  
More investment into activities to promote the arts. More activities for children. Museums, zoos, 

theater, etc.
   

More infrastructure investments to allow for expanded development of housing and job creating 

activities.
               

                      

  children's art space; outdoor classes for kids   traffic re-routing signs at least 1-1 1/2 block ahead of construction sight   excellent police force   hope so       

                      

                      

  
More public spaces for community to gather for cultural events. Schools should be year-round 

public spaces, especially outside. More small commercial spaces.
More cultural events beyond concerts need to happen in neighborhoods.               

The city should focus on more parks that create actual community gathering spaces and less on 

natural areas that create low density and get little use. In addition to physical development, the city 

should bring more parks services into the city instead of contracting them out or letting citizen 

groups like Rochester Swim Club, Curling Club of Rochester, ROGA, Youth Hockey, Softball, Soccer, 

or other groups each take over a portion of city facilities and then each need their own registration 

system, insurance, mailing lists, etc. The city should also leverage schools as public spaces and 

                      

                      

                      

      More and affordable assisted transportation   More neighborhood EMS locations to provide faster EMS services           

  

The arts and history are so important to creating a sense of community. Some people seem to think 

these are fringe or fluff line items on a budget, but they really do Utay and significant ways to our 

sense of community.

  

I’m thrilled about the commitment of sustainability that the city has made. I hope this continues. I 

hope public transportation continues to grow. It needs a better digital presence. I travel to many 

cities and it’s easier for me to use the bus in Bethesda, Maryland than it is here.

  

It is imperative that our entire justice system, including law-enforcement continues to diversify and 

represent the cultures represented in our city. I realize it’s not a city role, but I have concerns about 

the county attorneys office and it’s sense justice. I wish that there were more social workers and 

counselors And the Rochester Police Department. It would be great if we could move towards a 

restorative justice model.

  

Adding more employers in the city will be helpful to grow jobs and provide more of a space to 

support schools and childcare, etc., but to be more attractive we need to have more vitality in the 

city than we do now.

      

      
Improved bus services such as:.1. Physically numbering buses.2. Call availability for bus routes.3. 

Expand bus reach
              

                      

                       

  Open our publicly supported arts community open to all; not just elites                    

      Continued trail system to reach all parts of town with out a vehicle.                

                  potato   

  idk                     

                      

We need sustainable funding for schools. We need options for all students.                     

                      

                      

                      

                      

      
Clean and safe water, expanded and safe public transportation options, readily available and 

affordable utilities for all residents.
   

Appropriate first response to emergencies,  not all emergencies require police or sheriff  response 

or attendance except for traffic control.
           

Those I marked "unclear" would like further input from suggester.         Swift, with penalties to fit the infraction.            

                      

                      

  

Create an active Rochester Cultural Plan for your arts and cultural organizations that make existing 

organizations stronger and provide ways for new arts and cultural organizations to gain a foothold 

through collaboration - Rochester does not lack for ideas or needs, but it is incredibly low on 

funding for its arts and cultural orgs. Consider using the State of MN tax that funds wildlife and 

arts as a possible starting point to actually have appropriate levels of funding for arts and cultural 

organizations given the size and wealth of our city.

  

Keep making the street-level changes like you have been doing on north Broadway - making traffic 

safer while also creating more greenery in the city for everyone to enjoy; determine areas that are in 

need of more green space and add them for heat-reduction, mental health, and more; continue to 

move toward green energy; continue to create transportation corridors and pedestrian/bikeways 

that don't require a car to navigate Rochester; don't forget to plan for needed infrastructure 

updates that aren't visible but remain necessary for all parts of the city to be livable and attractive; 

  

create internship or mentorship opportunities for underserved community members to consider 

careers in police, fire, EMS and other safety/security arenas; hire diverse staff that resembles our 

community

  

Some ideas within Vision 2050 may be perfect for capital campaigns - this community is generous 

if it is approached with the right message and a vision that people can get behind wholeheartedly; 

biannual reports on steps taken in each action area to showcase and celebrate successes; track 

diversity of business offerings as the City grows - will we only be a STEM town, or will other types of 

businesses and organizations thrive?

      

              be sustaining stuff bro potato
people should have living wage and ability to have decent housing and transportion by what they 

earn
  

                  Enact an urban growth boundary   

                       

  Riverside concerts are really great. More concerts at Cascade Lake Park would be nice.   
More bus routes more often. Enforce the prohibition of smoking outside bus stops and at parks. 

People just ignore the signs, also downtown too. It's gross.
  

People drive like maniacs here, please enforce people that drive erratically and those that speed. 

Letting crazy drivers off to give a citation to a car with tinted windows is very questionable.
  Build up the community and city.       

  Have places where families can go to create art together.                   

                      

                      

      
I think that there should only be 1 garage truck per neighborhood.  On garbage day there are least 

10 truck for waste and recycling that go by.  Could be down to 2.  Save the roads.
More and better bike trails.              

                       

                      

                      

                      

                      

      senior center that is run decently and not by dishonest staff in place now garbage pick up, sidewalk shoveling, best done by city and part of taxes,     every effort for cleaner air - water - foods
people should have living wage and ability to have decent housing and transportion by what they 

earn
    

  
I envision public art/history/museums to celebrate and preserve local and regional culture and 

history.
           

Push public municipalities to push for newer technology fleets, get rid of antiquated systems and 

invest (even is its more up front) in electric vehicles, solar, and more sustainable city for future
Enact an urban growth boundary     

              

community solar, public/private EV charging grants,incentives to minimize ICE vehicles (cash-to-

clunker-esque), city trash program -playing WM roulette is tiring, roads are deteriorating extra 

trucks

       

                      

                      

                      

  
Continued support for Art Center, Civic Theater, Rochester Symphony, Civic Music. For economy, 

bringing big name acts to the Civic Center. Support for festivals from all cultures living in Rochester
   

Potholes - repair them. For future development extend power lines., sewer lines, gas lines, water 

lines. Keep an eye on traffic congestions to plan for future thoroughfares.
               

                       

                      

                       

                  
Solar and wind power has shown to enhance sustainability as well as flexibility of urban planning 

by allowing improved housing placement.
  

          
on going training in mental health responses, maybe more addition to CRT or wellness check in 

teams. suicide prevention trainings and more access to NARCAN
            

                       

      
Our main municipal responsibilities are public safety and city services like infrastructure (water, 

streets, trails, electric, permitting, etc).   We need to be excellent at these before other things.
   

All residents and visitors need to be safe and respected in our streets.  One-off negative incidents 

with law enforcement ripple to public concerns difficult to combat.
           

                  If more businesses and manufacturing making sure these are non polluting and energy efficient   

                      

                      

                      

                       

                      

              
Access for disability human beings and for everyone to be treated the same way stop bullying and 

start respecting the people that are hard workers
       

  
more cultural and arts festivals year round to celebrate the diversity of cultures that reside in 

rochester
                    

                      

      
Public transportation & parking between the downtown area and outlying areas of housing. They're 

taking away the Damon ramp! Who's brilliant idea was that?
Foot and bicycle lanes are affordable and promote meaningful mobility.     Improved waste management. Expand recycle programs into commercial level operation.

Solar and wind power has shown to enhance sustainability as well as flexibility of urban planning 

by allowing improved housing placement.
    

                      

           
More police, special crimes unit, cut down on crimes and provide therapy interventions early on for 

juvenile offenders
           

                       

          

Ways to decrease racism, and oppression of minorities and marginalized people 

Improving education opportunities  job training for poor and working poor people

Balance between prosecution and defense

   

Making houses and businesses more energy efficient and safe

More availablity for charging electric vehicles 

Including nature and sustainable natural environments in all neighborhoods 

More solar !

If more businesses and manufacturing making sure these are non polluting and energy efficient     

                        

                      

                       

                       



      
I think we should increase Park like cascade to the north side. There’s not many parks on the north 

side.
Na Less prosecution of victimless crimes

I believe we shouldn’t prosecute marijuana charges theft, and we should be filling the prison with 

more dangerous crimes
        

                      

       
I think the city needs to invest more in being a livable space. Have more tables and benches in 

public parks, more public spaces people can exist in after work hours.
Traffic accidents are caused by congestion, but also poorly designed intersections and one ways              

      Update power, transportation, and utilities   Bigger jail   More electric/powered cars       

                      

                      

  invest in low income neighborhoods/parks to improve liveability                     

               Farmers market held twice a week        

Need to invest in early literacy and help remove barriers.                     

  More entertainment venues.                     

                      

As a tax payer to both the city and RPS please optimize the opportunities to work together. Assets 

like pools, play groups and gym should be accessible by the community as well as the school 

system.

        ???            

                       

                      

                      

              Reduce carbon footprint         

  
More representation of of cultures and openness to how humans are. I would like places where 

other kids can feel safe and appreciated.
                   

I really like the RVTC idea. Look, I come from Detroit and I know first hand what happens to a city 

that does not support education. The community crumbles. Those who can afford to leave the 

public school system for private schools and may even leave the community altogether. Now 

throwing money at the K-12 system without exploring opportunities to improve efficiency and 

ability to measure outcomes is not the answer. I think the systems would benefit from 

implementing a good quality improvement program. Offering adult CE and enrichment for all age 

                    

  Continue efforts to expand   
Increase renewable energy use encouraging businesses and individuals using incentives. Strong city 

planning to provide good streets, increase public transit and improve our parks
  

We are fortunate to have strong leadership in all our emergency services departments and need to 

continue to improve the services offered.
          

                    

The Zumbro is underutilized. However, it is typically scummy, dirty, and polluted which discourages 

its usage. Work to increase the water level to allow water recreation such as kayaking or 

paddleboarding while continuing to ensure flood prevention.

                  
In and near the downtown, the goal should be residential density, and a walkable environment that 

accesses multiple amenities. However, even if this goal is achieved, I believe motor vehicles will still 
  

      “Equitable”?  Are you fucking kidding?..   
Again with “equitable”.  You break the law you suffer the consequences.  In 25 years,  if you keep 

up this DEI bullshit, you will have more race issues not less.
           

       
renewable, affordable, reliable energy; clean water and more information about chemicals in city 

water. Keep up with the latest on what is safe. As a med city we should have top quality water.
       no response        

                        

                      

                      

                      

                        

       
Access to equitable high speed internet, transportation, utilities that are competitive with 

comparable cities.
               

                      

      Walkability and less reliance on cars, access to necessities in neighborhoods                 

  

I moved to Rochester 7 years ago and I have not participated in any culture and arts activities 

because I don't find them of interest.  Perhaps the city could do more to encourage new groups 

and new offerings especially for adults.  Fundamentally, I see a limited role for the city in this area.

  

I think Rochester excels in this area.  In the future, assure that senior citizens can get around when 

they can no longer drive.  Recognize that many citizens can not afford a vehicle and work to make 

public transportation convenient and affordable.

  

Keep an eye on trends.  I am troubled by people saying that crime is so bad yet the statistics don't 

show that to be the case.  We have a wonderful police department and police chief.  I appreciate 

their outreach and visibility in the community.  We should make sure we are enforcing the city laws 

equitably.  This about the court system as much as the police department.

  

I think there needs to be continued work in this area as people don't pay enough attention to how 

they can contribute as an individual toward better sustainability.  More public education and 

engagement.  We live in a very individualistic town - people focus on what is best for me too much.

      

                      

      
The city must function efficiently for all residents. To do that, infrastructure must be maintained, 

improved, and increased to meet future needs.

The electric scooter experiment is questionable. Frequent riding on the sidewalks is a hazard to 

pedestrians. Often, the scooters are used for an adrenaline rush instead of basic transportation. 

Many times riders seem either ignorant of or completely ignore common sense and “rules of the 

road.”

    
Rochester should be committed to policies that respond to climate change and related 

environmental issues.

In and near the downtown, the goal should be residential density, and a walkable environment that 

accesses multiple amenities. However, even if this goal is achieved, I believe motor vehicles will still 

be necessary for the foreseeable future. Rochester has an amazing parks and trails system. We need 

to maintain it. Supporting arts and culture is important for many reasons, including bringing people 

together for a shared positive experience.

    

  
Investment in the new bandshell in Cascade Lake Park was fantastic! I also enjoy Social Ice 

downtown in the winter and Zumba on the Plaza in the summer.
           

As global warming worsens, please help protect out city from floods, prioritize green energy 

sources, and emission-reduced commute options to and from downtown.
     

The downtown area has bike east/west bike lanes on 4th St and Center St but there are very few 

bikes lanes on north/south streets. It would be helpful to have protected lanes where biking on the 

sidewalks is not allowed.

                       

      Improve walkability               

                       

          I want us to fund the police, fire and EMS - Public Safety should be the top priority.             

                       

              
Think long term. It makes nonsense to spend money on a project that will need to be revised in the 

future.
        

  Stop funding the Art Center Downtown.                   

      
Resources to support underserved communities in Rochester based on Community Needs 

Assessment and input from the community. Let them tell you what they need.
               

              
We are blessed with being more climate resilient than other locations on the continent and we 

should build on that.
        

  We need more art, entertainment, museum type places                     

                      

      Easier transportation and commuting; light rail??  Easier to get in, out, and through the city                

  
Yes, history of places and people. Sisters of St Francis are overlooked. How to become a person 

who will be remembered.
  Truly important!   

Keep Rochester safe. Thank you peace officers for all you do. Ask people to get more involved in 

creating safe spaces (volunteering).
  We could really use more neighborhood led programs to make our homes more sustainable.       

      
Greater transportation choices, especially around the entire town, not just if one is going 

downtown.
       

Encourage more solar energy options, especially businesses. We have tons of roofs in this town 

which could support solar panels right now, and in the future.
        

                       

                       

                      

              
Sustainability to me implies that you need to work on all the above areas and not prioritize one over 

the other; Real progress on one should not negatively impact any of  the others.
       

          Make sure it has funding to do a good job            

  

Get a college! They are failing all over the place. Recruit one to come here! I realize the state doesn’t 

want to increase spending here, while more remote state campuses are struggling, but with vision, 

why not make the UMR a real school with a larger enrollment?

  

We have had some improvements in recent years, but we need to think bigger! We’re putting a 

bridge at 6th St SW and Broadway for $60 million public dollars to service a private development. I 

bet there will be some small, marginal ‘public space’ associated with it, but why not use the $60 

million (or a fraction of it) to buy the land and to build something to the public, ie, a farmers 

market pavilion that is walkable to downtown? ..We put in a great DMC walk to connect downtown 

to Soldier’s field. At 6th St SW, that ‘walk’ is an extra-wide painted walkway across a street where no 

              

          
Sheriff's dept is a problem. An elected sheriff means an unqualified sheriff. The city needs to work 

with the county to change this.
           

       
Too much Rochester sprawl which ends up being costly, build the city up instead of out. However, 

we must continue to invest in the maintenance of & improvements to our current infrastructure.
               

                      

                      

   Nothing specific.    Strong funding from diverse sources                

                      

                      

                      

       
Assure that our resources are resilient against climate change and the associated challenges like 

flooding, winds etc and assure it is "green".
There are a lot of bike lanes near where i live, bikes never use them they are on the sidewalks!     

We need to pursue an equitable approach to a system for all city functions that supports the 

environment and people.  This must be lead by science and not political opinion that denies climate 

change

       

      
Improve public transit including wider access, better coordination with state on construction 

projects, more consideration of the effect of multiple projects, fix the potholes
High speed rail to twin cites, decrease downtown traffic              

                   no thanls   

Rochester needs to put more time into the schooling in classes and needs to change things in 

order to have successful children.
Respect and learn more about other cultures and arts. More time put into culture and art We need to get more power that won't cause an outbreak and more water/electricity to everyone. Better infrastructure calls for a better community.             

                      

                      

                      

                      

                      

  Everything More fun activities                 

                  
Build real bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure and make it possible for people to get around 

without a car!
  

                      

                        

      Parking and public transportation       Stop killing small businesses downtown with taxes.Free parking and ride lots       

              

100% clean energy; new building all energy efficient and clean energy powered; leverage green 

infrastructure (wetlands, more); public transportation increasing air quality; environmental justice 

focus

       

              We also need less dependence on the manufacturing of China and have our own factories no thanls     

  
See previous suggestion re: Cultural Star Program) to create funding stream for cultural arts. A state 

of the art Performance Hall - not just new seats and painting Mayo’s Presentation Hall.
We have a fine Rochester Art Center with creative spaces for art engagement.                  

  good   good   good   this area needs improvement.  Mayor and City Council need to address this.       

                      

                      

                      

          
I don't really know any specific things that need to be fixed with justice but I believe that it is still 

important to invest in.
no         

                        

  Better connectivity of events and activities Be more proactive about equity and quit being cowards
Connected bike infrastructure - bike racks at every public location and free ones installed for 

businesses that want them - no businesses have bike racks! Build it and they will come.
N/A     

Stop building parking ramps and design, implement, and construct REAL multi-modal transit 

infrastructure. You should be able to get anywhere on bike without risking your life and that’s not 

true now.

Build real bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure and make it possible for people to get around 

without a car!
    

      
More options for public utility rates and internet. Right now there are only a few options so people 

are fixed into the prices available.

A train from Rochester to the Twin Cities would be a huge help. More bike friendly roads should 

also be a big priority. Many people commute to work via bicycle, but I don't feel at all safe riding on 

the roads due to distracted and aggressive drivers. More paved pedestrian and bike lanes next to 

roads in the city would help us stay safer and allow more people to commute to work with a car. 

Mayo Clinic seems to dictate what will happen in Rochester, and the upcoming downtown 

construction will benefit Mayo at the cost of those living in the city. Navigating construction 

            

  more arts education for the kids            All the new buildings should be green building, install meadow instead of lawns in homes.         

                      

                      

       
I would want everyone to have access to infrastructure and it would be good if we had someone 

check houses for the proper infrastructure every year to know if things are good
               

       Bring RPU costs down        To make sure we take care of what we have        

                      

                      

       
fix potholes, refurbish or maybe destroy abandoned homes and add something ontop of it, make 

the streets more clean andeverything around it
           please address safety   

                       

                      

  More music venues. More places that have art shows or sell art.   
More bike lanes, bridges that go over busy roads/freeways for people to walk and bike safely, more 

areas to lock up your bike safely
              

                       

          
Identifying the needs of juveniles going in and out of the system. What resources are there for 

juveniles around here? Not many.

The police are not the issue in Rochester, it is the lack of resources given to those that are in and 

out of the system. Juveniles that are coming from broken homes and continuning the cycle are not 

given proper attention or resources that they need. The homeless population continues to receive 

multiple trespassing tickets, but what resources are they being given to go elsewhere to stay 

cool/warm?

        

                      

      Internal light rail.High speed rail to the Twin Cities               

Demand better teacher training and teacher support.         

-Use the Justice system to reach out & teach and inspire people about the value of justice for all.

-Have students interview judges, sheriffs, bailiffs and put it on student media

-Transparency

Have law enforcement adhere to best practices.         

       
Creating equitable access to public spaces/parks and services. If you don't drive in Rochester, life 

can be pretty limiting. Many older neighborhoods don't offer equitable access to parks or services.
                

                      

  

I'm a musician and composer. A bar shoving a band into a corner is not a music venue. And the 

couple of actual venues that are here seem to only cater to a very small group of performers. I've 

freelancer as a musician all over the country and Rochester had been the hardest town to find gigs. 

Again, everything is unreasonably expensive and I have been ghosted multiple times by the 

managers of these venues including The Chateau and Civic Center. You need artist and you need 

culture in any town.

  

Rochester is a small place, and the fact that there are busses and SOME options for transportation 

is  good. That being said, we've always lived with lin an hour to an hour and a half to major cities, 

and there has always been train systems to go into the city. Why would there not be some form of 

transportation into the cities. Other than being expensive, we haven't had any issues with utilities. I 

would love to see more work on moving to solar, wind etc. Parks and other spaces are quickly 

becoming over run with drugs and theft, however that's a problem within our entire country. Roads 

  
Where are they? Traffic is terrifying and I hardly ever see police. Police and law enforcement 

presence is almost non existent.
  

This question is a little unclear to me. The suggestions I've made are things I've seen in other cities. I 

feel that if other small cities and towns have successfully implemented the things I've suggested 

then a town like Rochester should have no problem improving in a way that's sustainable.

      

          Continue as currently done.            

              sustain what we have and grow the area please address safety     

           
We need a system that honors the rights of each citizen without taking away the rights of others, 

one that doesn't let needy people slip through the cracks, but supports the authority of the law.
           

                      

                      



                       

                       

                       

          Less police corruption, less discrimination against BIPOC and women FAIR AND ETHICAL JUDGEs!!!            

      Improved public transpiration options. Increased usability/visibility/marketing of routes available               

  Activated public spaces with art and artist engagement   Pedestrian street and alley usage (street art, etc.)           
Why not have a compost garbage can that gets picked up for municipal composting. Not everyone 

has a suitable yard or a yard.
  

Build more public library's that are easily accessed by locals who will never go downtown
Locals are always looking outside of the city for fun things to do. Civic center feels like a big empty 

building. We need free or low cost family friendly events that the whole city can enjoy.
                     

      
Beautiful, outstanding, and spotless parks.Better bike paths (smoother exits, rough patches by N 

Broadway)
              

                      

   

Improved facilities!  The community musical groups, I,e, Rochester Symphony and Chorale needs 

improved space, sound systems and recognition. Coordinated marketing and synchronized 

scheduling of music.

Music has taken a back seat to sports     Equal rights for all Honor and respect our laws, judges and police         

                       

                      

                      

      
More public indoor and outdoor pickleball courts. At the very least, light the current outdoor 

courts so we can play during the evening. More pickleball markings on existing tennis courts.

Proactive approach to climate change - storms will get stronger and we need to make sure our city 

is prepared for the worst of it.
    

Push for solar - give better incentives, advertise, require large buildings/companies to invest in solar 

panels and solar energy.
       

                      

Hire more teachers, hire more teacher assistants, provide teachers with a class set up stipend of 

$1,000 in elementary schools, and increased as grade increase. Teacher discounts in retail shops. 

More nutrition/dietitian classes in elementary school, middle and high schools. Also, lessons in 

consumer spending and long term savings and investments.

                    

                      

      Give the roads back to cars.  Enough of the bike lanes and restrictions on traffic flow.                

              Reduce urban sprawl. Less car traffic. All of the downtown areas should be pedestrian areas.
Why not have a compost garbage can that gets picked up for municipal composting. Not everyone 

has a suitable yard or a yard.
     

              fairness and equality        

                      

       
maintain and expand on infrastructure to support the needs of a growing population include 

broadband as part of infrastructure development.
               

                      

      
Make city resources accessible for all… for instance cheap prices to go to the public swimming 

pools.
              

           
As an educator we have to attend many trainings related to deescalation. Our law enforcement 

should do the same.
           

  more things to do and explore                    

                      

      SPEEDIER PROCESS FOR BUILDING PERMITS, CONTINUE UPGRADING EXISTING INFRASTRUCTURE                

It seems like we need to regain a sense of our schools, and our community's educational 

investment as a communal, shared, value-add for all.
        

It seems like justice and equality before the law must be a foundation for any vibrant forward-

looking community. We're in a pretty good place, overall, so let's keep that progress strong.
           

                        

                      

  More public art around the city to act as a focal point of community life outside downtown.   More density to use the infrastructure we have. More bike lanes. More EV charging.   No blackout cop cars.   Density. More walkable neighborhoods with more places to walk to.       

                  Sustainability is very important   

                       

                      

                      

      

Water drainage is impressively managed in Rochester, I'd like that to continue. It would be nice if 

something comparable happened with solar energy. Concrete roads last longer. Engineering 

companies.

It's a shame that big box store roofs aren't covered in solar panels, or other large buildings 

(schools, churches, local businesses). Is there something the city can do in the short term to entice 

local property owners to make the change?  Better transit to non-Mayo desitnations would be nice, 

for example from  Olmsted in NW Rochester to Olmsted in SE Rochester or more routes to RCTC.  

The trail systems are fantastic, but there isn't a trail to Mayo; the last bit is on the street. Entice 

more engineering companies to Rochester and you'll have a better educated voter population for 

          

I imagine it's difficult to balance nature preserves within a city alongside the realities of 

homelessness. I know that no matter how many beds are available there will always be some who 

prefer to be outside. With our warmer winters, we will probably see an increase in homeless 

populations. I think you have to address homelessness as you increase outdoor areas.  More native 

plants would also be helpful and could educate folks on choices they make in their own yards. 

Fishing and other outdoor recreation is nice to access in our general area as well, be it the Zumbro 
Also, we lose a significant amount of our diversity of people from ages 18-25, and the creative 

energy that comes with them, by not having a well rounded full blown university that doesn't 

specialize on a focused practical medical related degrees. We lose everyone who goes on to college 

that doesn't want to study medical related degrees, sometimes temporarily, but often forever. 

Likewise, we generally attract right brained people of that age group to support the medical 

community here, but not a truly diverse range of people/personalities/skillsets, etc. We need that 

                    

I've given the best answer I could already.
I believe that Rochester really needs better things to do and more the Mayo Clinic keeps taking 

down the places that many go to for fun and the places to learn about Rochester's history.
I've already responded.                 

                      

                      

  
I could care less about art / culture, most of what city is doing is a waste of money.  Invest more in 

parks used by locals.
      Invest in police / fire and EMS instead of sculptures and making downtown "pretty"           

                      

                      

          
Strong law enforcement presence; media let enforcement do their jobs and stay out of the way 

without opinions and not all information
           

Education should be accessible to everyone             Sustainability is very important Sustainability is very important   Natural resources should be accessible to everyone

                      

                      

                  Light rail needed to go into Minneapolis and Saint Paul   

  
More Rochester Orchestra concerts at affordable venues, such as restarting the Sunday afternoon 

concerts at Lourdes High School or similar (Century, JM, etc)
  

Increase downtown parking spaces.  Limit the number of construction projects done at same time 

in  downtown area making traffic cumbersome & dangerous to pedestrians.  Less emphasis on bike 

lanes in such a cold weather state - include more emphasis on smooth traffic flow (rather than turn 

lanes).

  
Continue to train above in de-escalation techniques & recognizing mental illness.  Include social 

workers as part of police force.
  

Difficult task with varying policy beliefs from elected officials from different political parties that 

change every few years.
  

Another indoor swimming pool that can be used year round by residents and children.  This is the 

“Land of 10,000 Lakes” & countless rivers.  Children need a year round, low fee public swimming 

pool to learn how to swim!  .More walking trails that are plowed in winter. .Cameras that view city 

parks (like Silver Lake) to prevent crime - breaking into cars, drug deals, etc

  

                  Maintain green space and avoid adding industrial complexes that would pollute the environment.    

I work in tech.  The cost of the school district's tech is outragously expensive, and lead to massive 

outages and ransomware attack.  I think the school system is good at spending money recklessly on 

all kinds of liberal  /woke teachers  and ideological crap.  They sent me 3 full color glossy laminated 

booklets about why they needed more money.  I'm sick of this.  They don't  spend money wisely.

                    

                      

      Fast train to the Twin Cities.Electric monorail between downtown and St. Marys               

                      

                      

no                     

                       

                      

  

The third largest city in Minnesota should have more cultural and artist venues and events. More 

promotion and investment on building for the arts and culture including within the education 

system.

The Rochester Symphony deserves to have its own space and inviting other orgs. like the 

Minnesota Opera to perform and generate interest for cultural events in Rochester. The idea of an 

art museum is also a great idea.

Keeping up to date on the infrastructure needs for Rochester but it is also about keeping the city 

look clean and well-maintained.
               

                      

  Encouraging native and indigenous art, and highlighting history of Minnesota in equitable way            
Making cycling and walking initiatives to discourage car transport. Encouraging composting for 

local trash collectors
Light rail needed to go into Minneapolis and Saint Paul     

          

Further advancements to better support the Rochester Police Department, such as establishing a 

dedicated bomb squad.  Additionally, increased support for the RFD with equipment and 

personnel.

           

              
Reducing Inequalities with livable wages. Share the environment - good quality water, food.  City 

wide wi-fi so that kids that can not afford a service for on-line home work can do homework.
       

  more ways to get involved in preformances                    

  More celebration of lgbtq artists, drag, and black and brown artists.   

24/7 or near 24/7 public transportation, and make public transportation free with tax money. 

Making people aware if ambulance rides are covered by insurance and which insurances so people 

don't have to worry about an ambulatory Care bill.

  

Defund the police. I'm well aware that Rochester Police department abused victims of sex 

trafficking. They shouldn't be rewarded for that. And there's no such thing as reforming a career 

that is the modern-day slave catcher.

  

More downtown community service members that clean up downtown and give information. 

Having an office downtown that is open during weekdays where people can also come inside and 

get water, play games, enjoy air conditioning, and learn more about the area but also be helpful. It 

can be a safe place for visitors and for disenfranchised folks like homeless and disabled folks to 

hang out...More public seating outside of downtown Rochester would also be very helpful.

  Shuttle buses to Major parks and events.   

      Indoor family attractions.Indoor activities in the winter               

                      

      
Ensure we don’t fall behind in maintaining and updating infrastructure. With roads, utilities, etc., it 

is difficult to achieve other priorities.
   Important that everyone feels safe in the community:            

                      

      
Everyone forgets about invisible infrastructure, like sewers, plumbing, broadband, power, etc., but a 

city doesn't function without them.  Even if they aren't glamorous, make sure they're good.

Are we ready for floods? tornadoes? heat waves? fires? Whatever else climate change might bring?  

Are we ready for an expanding community, which requires more power, more water, more internet, 

etc.?

            

                      

                      

                      

      

The neighborhood roadways need to be improved upon as there is too much focus on the 

downtown.  The roads are bumpy making the neighborhood noisy.  Patchwork is not getting the 

job done

No
RPD needs to enforce the traffic laws and assist citizens to address problems in the long term.  

Reduce the Command Staff as well as the community events and focus on police work.
RPD needs to be supported to improve morale. The Mayor has too much influence over the PD         

               Climate Change should be at top of mind with all infrastructure and building initiatives.        

      Increase sustainable infrastructure investment including clean energy, bike lanes, safe water            
Increase investment in sustainable trail building for outdoor activities such as biking, hiking, and 

skiing
   

  More art!                    

                      

                      

  

Smart, safe art in all design.  Lots of music & art opportunities year around a an amphitheater!  The 

Art Center needs  to be enhanced/upgraded - possible change of focus and add a sculpture garden 

in the “back yard” of the Civic Center.

  Fast rail to Minneapolis!  Renewable/green energy! Clean water! Walkable and bikeable city!   
Better prosecution and sentencing for those that violate the law - too many reoffenders.  Work 

upstream to get able folks gainfully employed, mental health treatment, chemical dependency etc…
  

Require energy efficiency and green roofs in all new development!  Add more trees in Rochester and 

protect our precious green spaces inside the city!! Reduce large surface asphalt and cement areas!
  

Protect our water and green spaces!! Don’t build up every square inch in our parks-hit a nice 

balance of green and recreational activities.  More water based activities on the river/lake after the 

dam is removed.

  

                      

           Equally rights            

                      

      Growing Infrastructure is important to just growing the City.            This is important to keep Rochester pleasing to the eye. It would be nice to be able to enjoy a beautiful park.

I think that they should have options on what classes we want to take in middle school and make 

pe not needed

I have always like art and it holds a special place in my heart and I think the Rochester could do a 

better job at showing all the art people can do
no     

Because I think that every person should have the same rights and that no one should be forced to 

do something they do not want to just because a other person told them its fair

I think women's rights are very important and we need to make sure that they feel safe walking 

alone at night and do not have to worry about anything
        

School needs to be a place for learning how to think critically, not consume propaganda                     

      Important we set aside funds for our future Rochester-farians.
Take care of our natural environment, the silliness of nature that we don't have a natural lake while 

being in MN puts us at us a disadvantage haha
            

                      

                      

          

Treat everyone the same as how you would like to be treated. Stop vehicle that violate the traffic 

law, not the older vehicle. 

Vehicles that running on yellow light, over speed limit are luxury carss

           

                      

                      

  More parks                   

                      

                      

                      

                      

                      

                      

                      

                      

  

oh I have a whole lot to say here. The biggest issue is we have a lot of different fantastic groups but 

they all operate in a silo. If you’re in the theater world you know about the theater happenings but 

you might not know about music and art happenings..Rochester downtown alliance is focused on 

the downtown businesses because that’s who pays for the Rochester downtown alliance..What we 

need is some sort of Rochester organization that can bring all of our arts and culture and music 

and food and everything under one promotional umbrella so that the whole city knows everything 

  

Solar and geothermal is currently very expensive it would be interesting if Rochester working with 

RPU and peoples cooperative and other utility companies could figure out a way especially with 

climate change to help local apartment buildings and homeowners have solar panels and 

geothermal on their properties that might take pressure off the grid ..I would also love to see 

Rochester have something like Holland Michigan where they have some sort of geothermal or 

heating or whatever but it runs under the sidewalks in the cities and keeps them ice free in the 

      

Anytime you put money back in the working classes pocket they spend it locally..If there is a way to 

fund geothermal and solar panels for example into local homeowners where we can have local 

homeowners who don’t have utility bills they’re going to spend money locally..If you could make 

the car optional where people don’t have to use their budget to fund and maintain a car they’re 

going to take that money and they’re going to spend it locally..The best way is proven with multiple 

studies on both sides of the political spectrum Is to give back to class people and they will spend it 

  
A city the size of Rochester should have far more pools than we do if you look at cities of our size 

and other states such as Fargo they have far more swimming pools for local residence
  

Rochester has an excellent level compare to private schools I would like to see staying and 

improving, we can address disparities by providing high quality education
                    

  Creation of artist workspaces including but not limited to subsidized live/workspace for artists. I’m not sure adding parks  is arts/culture related but I don’t disagree with it.             
Protect rivers, lakes and green spaces. Maintain while allowing to stay wild. Clean up litter and 

graffiti.
I loved seeing the goats last year cleaning up weeds

                      

  

o	Build a community center for immigrants.o	Support opportunities for immigrants to socialize 

and thereby strengthen their communities.o	Offer community education classes to teach 

immigrants about:.§	how to get involved in sports.§	cultural events.§	how to explore 

Rochester.§	healthy eating and exercise..Celebrate culture and religion.o	Develop cultural projects at 

the city level to allocate resources and funding for teaching youth about their culture through 

events like Latino Fest or Somali Independence Day..o	Legalize immigration status for immigrants 

  

Build a low-cost gym in Rochester that’s:.§	public.§	includes indoor exercise spaces that are 

accessible in winter.§	has gender separate spaces for Muslim women to exercise separately.§	has a 

place for seniors to walk – e.g., indoor track.§	includes free or low-cost childcare..

          

Parks.§	Include outdoor gym equipment in more parks.§	Build more adequate, welcoming parks and 

playgrounds for immigrant communities, especially around low-income neighborhoods.§	Provide 

more opportunities for youth to exercise, be connected to nature

  

                      

      

Residential access to city's geothermal system. Buried power lines as these pose a general danger to 

residential areas. Bike lanes that are separated (thus safe) from traffic, that are thoughtfully 

planned to allow for a well connected urban core.

  Defund the police       

Eliminate Soldier's Field golf course and turn it all into a nature preserve/arboretum. Eliminate the 

Silver lake dam and make the zumbro a wild river again, making the riverfront a pleasant place to be 

(use Columbus, OH as an example of a city that did this recently).

  

  Access to spaces and experiences to inspire   Equitable access to other utilities, public spaces and services   Equitable and trusted application of the law   Better pay   Access to enjoy the outdoor environment   

                      

          N/A            



                      

                      

  
Continue to expand so people know the area's history and its goals for the future. More awareness 

for some of the great spaces that already exist.

Night life is really lacking, especially downtown. There is also a lack of shopping other than big box 

stores. When I have family visit, we don't really know what to do other than go out and eat. Indoor 

mini golf with adjacent bar or snack restaurant would be a great amenity downtown. An indoor dog 

park would also be great in Rochester. Rapid City has one in the mall that works great.

    
Overall Rochester feels very safe, but improving our laws and seeing how they apply is always a 

good thing to do.

Looking at alternative sentences other than jail, especially for non-violent crime could be an 

opportunity to improve the convicted's life, but also reduce loads on prison population.
        

                       

               Job creation through more jobs being available.  more manufacturing, more business opportunities.        

      
Parking and roads.  Not everyone can access public transportation and that is only available certain 

hours of the day.  Understand that we are in a cold climate and biking everywhere is not the answer
  Keep a well balanced system           

                      

      Repair sidewalks and roads, aging sewer and water systems                

                      

it would be safer for students and staff     I would like to see people not struggling to get the basic needs the need.                

                      

I'm not sure what the standards are for teachers right now. I think it's ok to help teachers move into 

other professions if they're not meeting teaching standards
Public art and commissioning local artists                    

                  Continue to keep green spaces No

       Plumbing, electrical, broad band internet, are not scalable in the current format and need to be.                

  
I enjoy music on the plaza, cultural events like Latin Fest at the Chateau, theatre, diverse eating, 

educational opportunities for adults downtown.music in local churches
       

I want this great city to be good for everyone.  I already have access but I want to be sure it is right 

for everyone so I hope you are getting input from minority groups also.
       

Maintain and improve clean air and water.  More parkland like quarry hill or Oxbow--close in for all 

to enjoy
   

          
Hire more police.  If you’re going to offer help to people and they take advantage of that to commit 

crime and break laws then we need to be a bit tougher on crimes in the city

The law is not biased. It should be enforced regardless of who the  person is. My main issue is 

paying so much in taxes and having to follow the laws to a t or there are serious consequences. Yet 

there are people living public spaces for free making the city look trash like. And i here stories of 

young teens harassing citizens, if parents dont properly raise their kids then the law should be the 

end point of not letting get away with things. What ever happened to judges enforcing community 

service on

        

                      

      

the poorer the neighborhood the greater the city investment in parks, trees, green space. City 

sponsored WIFI that is part of taxes so that everyone has access. water access ) for neighborhood 

gardens.

  
the disparity between economic classes and justice is very evident. Access to appropriate legal 

council and representation for lower income people is hard to come by.
  Encourage more neighborhood associations. Actually support their efforts in community building.   

trees--incentivize citizens to plant and maintain trees on their property. Enhance RNeighbor tree 

planting efforts with volunteers. Zumbro River is very polluted. Champion its clean up.
  

                      

                      

Make good public connections by inviting neighbors to visit schools.  Have ongoing "good news" 

about what is happening in the schools.  Support private schools as well as public schools.

Making these more accessible to everyone in Rochester regardless of their income.   For instance, 

history programs and community education all come with a price tag.  Olmsted History Center has 

fees.

       
Insure that every citizen has the opportunity to understand the system of justice.  Invite citizens to 

learn about our Constitution and the justice system.
           

  Rochester has arts programs but needs to do a better job advertising them    
Please see my comments on supporting a Bike-able and walkable Rochester.  I am an avid cyclist, 

and have been harassed by drivers sharing the road.  Educate drivers through signage, mailers, etc

When I moved to MN, the "Zipper Merge" was taught through signage on roadways. Drivers could 

be taught about road sharing safety this way. There are several unnecessary 4 lane roads in town, 

that encourage speed and discourage pedestrians.  4th St SE is a residential road with drivers flying 

by.  More than once, I have had close calls while walking across the street.  Elton Hills is another 

unnecessarily wide road.  Do a study to see what the traffic needs are and change the roads 

accordingly.

        
I would love to see parks used to their full potential, whether it is adding art, playgrounds, or adult 

outdoor exercise equipment
   

                      

  
Build a Performing Arts Venue that can be used by both local performing groups as well as touring 

musicians.
                   

                      

Our district needs to be more competitive. Eliminating district wide busing and changing the start 

times was a mistake. My child is not even school age and I believe our districts is making huge 

spending mistakes, but it isn't entirely their fault. Parents need to start teaching ans disciplining at 

home so the schools can focus on education versus behavior and bullying.

                    

                      

                      

          Keeping the enaction of the law fair            

                       

                      

      
As the city grows we need to make sure our core infrustructure like power, water, sewers, etc can 

accomodate that
       

Building up safe alterative transportation options like a better bus system and safer bike lanes 

through downtown.
   Keep our waterways clean.    

                      

              Try to limit carbon footprint; use more renewable energy sources !        

                      

  

We should support and insist on coordination between arts groups.  We also should make the arts 

for all ages and all segments of our population.  Currently, it seems most of the arts are for kids and 

families.  Not much for senior citizens.

  

Rochester has excellent utilities for power and water.  Keep up maintenance on the roads.  

Adequately fund the library and their excellent work - we are lucky to have such a wonderful group 

of people providing services in such an inadequate location.  Consider branch libraries as part of 

the glue to support/develop neighborhoods.  Give serious consideration to how the system of 

dealing with trash is working.  Having come from another community several years ago, this system 

doesn't make sense.  It is complicated and people do not understand what their responsibilities 

  

Support our police, fire and EMS with adequate funding and recognition.  Continue the efforts to 

communicate with the community at all times rather just when there is a crisis.  Assure that we keep 

Jim Franklin as chief.

  

Continue communication to the community on sustainability goals and how we all play a role in 

reaching them.  While city leadership and city staff are committed to sustainability, I don't think  

enough of our citizens are committed to it.

  

Rochester has a wonderful trail system that is well used.  Keep up the good work on the trail system 

and bike lanes.  I see more and more people walking and biking to work.  Continue work on our local 

parks.  I am dismayed to see how much money is spent on golf courses. Golfers should pay the 

costs for golf courses.  I am very unhappy about how the sports arena was included in the 

infrastructure referendum.  There was no plan, no location, no budget. It is frustrating that we can't 

adequately fund education, we have to go to referendums but we can come up with big money for 

  

  More fun stuff in Peace Plaza on weekends                   

   
Just making sure we are more than a healthcare destination. We need to think about our permanent 

residents along with our visitors.
                   

              More public trees and keep all existing parks and protected areas. Add more if possible.        

              Creating a sustainable community is critical for long term success of all the other areas.        

                      

                       

parents need to better prepare their children, other countries are way ahead of us 

https://www.cbsnews.com/philadelphia/news/finland-gets-kids-off-to-good-start/?intcid=CNM-

00-10abd1h

        safe, efficient            

                      

                      

              We need to give safty nets for people who are struggling with the economy        

  More community events at Soldiers Field.Band Shell at Soldiers Field   Inclusive doorways in skyway and Government Center.More zips buses/wheelchair friendly vans               

      

DMC took care of downtown in prep for Bold, Forward. Now expand into other areas, like the 

Northwest Territories to offset the costs of development in that area and others to facilitate 

affordable .

               

                      

There was a statement about how there should be no "woke" agenda in schools. While in principle I 

agree that teaching should be unbiased, I am sure whatvwas intended by "woke" was meant to 

encompass simple facts of life that parents disagree with or don't like. Which is a tragedy, as we 

need to teach our kids about those realities   and equip them with strong reasoning skills so they 

can make their own informed decisions.  The most important thing we can do is teach our kids how 

to think for themselves.

                
Rochester has parks in just about every neighborhood and a number of great places to hike within 

the city limits. I would like to see that continue as the city grows.
   

                      

      
The resources supplied to all citizens should be reliable and healthy - have multiple sources when 

possible in case of a failure of one system.
   

We should invest more in restorative justice to save costs on incarcerating people, and to give 

second chances when possible. This should not be done at the cost of consequences for bad 

actions.

Justice should be applied equally to all, independent of race, gender, and especially net worth.  Too 

often people of means can buy their way out of consequences for their actions.
    

We currently have a great parks system with neighborhood parks and larger natural areas such as 

Quarry Hill.  Continue to provide enough support for keeping the parks clean and safe for all.
   

                      

      
Power, water, roads, and communication systems to support a growing community and attract new 

businesses.
   Continue to grow public services, fire, police, social services            

                      

                      

                       

  Continue with existing programs        Continue work in diversity, equity and inclusion throughout city organization.            

                       

                      

                       

                      

                      

  Rochester does great in this area.   
Parking continues to be a concern in downtown Rochester.  Now with the new swimming pool at 

Soldier's Field, parking is also a concern there during public events.
  No issues       

Parking for handicapped and wheelchair bound individuals needs to be addressed in both 

downtown and at some of our parks.
  

      
Development of a very wide ranging and safe biking infrastructure like MSP to improve the biking 

culture in the city thus improving health and decreasing traffic and pollution. Better FIOS.
       

Thoughtful development so as to preserve green space. Increased tree planting to improve the 

'green' in RST and improve air quality. Economic intelligence to sustain local businesses.
       



    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

  More options for college that isn't in the medical field

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

Rochester is a lovely community that has very good medical options for me as a trans man and has 

pretty good options for me as an artist
  

    

Because i'm more familiar with the area here and it's more cheaper for living spaces then other 

places.
  

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

  A light rail or subway

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

  nothing

    

    

    

Nice place trustworthy neighbors   

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

  
No much I don’t have a problem with Rochester I actually like it a lot but I want to explore different 

areas

    

    

    

    

hhhhj   

    

    

    

    

  Cheap housing

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

Unsure   

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

OEQ12 - Why planning to stay

What makes you want to stay in Rochester after you have completed your studies?

Answer

OEQ13 - Changes students want

What could convince you to live in Rochester after you have completed your studies?

Answer



    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

  job opurtunitys

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

because I'm growing up here and was born here   

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

my family   

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

  
There's nothing to do for younger people, its very dirty, and there's really no other way of 

transportation so if you cant drive your done for

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    



    

    

    

    

Close to family and friends   

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

  Cheaper price of produce

School District

Golf Courses

Cost of Living

Community

  

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

  they have all of the seasons and nice people but no canes

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

  1 million vbux

    

    

Work at Mayo Clinic. I really want to enter the medical field.   

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

  Rochester becoming better

    

    

    

    

mayo clinic is right here   

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    



    

    

    

    

    

    

    

  Nothing

    

    

    

    

    

    

Its a very nice and welcoming city   

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

  
Nothing. It is too small and not enough of the "big city" vibe I'd like. Also all jobs are paid bad 

unless its in healthcare. It's boring here.

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

I have a lot of family that lives near and in Rochester.   

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

I think that Rochester has a good community and good people, but we need more things to do, like 

malls and outdoor spaces.
  

    

    

    

    

    

  Keeping the city on the rise

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

  
The tight-knit, friendly community. The local shops and places to go. I have family that lives here. I 

like the environment of Rochester.

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

  Staying with my family.

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

  better spots for lgbtq youth and a better school system and such

    



    

  Making the community safer and more welcoming, making things more affordable

  
Really high paying jobs that are for different majors and giving equal opportunities to everybody 

and a raising Cane’s

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

  more varietys of jobs

Family   

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

  Nothing

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

  there are kinda good places down here

    

    

  more stuff to do for fun in rochester

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

  It just depends on what I Like at the time and what job I have

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

  Not much.

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

  Better jobs.

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

  If I could afford to own a home here

    

    

    

    

    

    

  cheap housing and affordable food/prices

    

    

    

    

  My family has a easy life in Rochester

    

    



    

    

    

    

  Have more people so they can get jobs and hopefully be people in the healthcare centers

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

  If I got a job at Mayo

    

    

    

    

    

I mean I don't feel like going through the hassle of moving, ya know?   

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

I would stay in Rochester because I'm so used to it. I know all the good places and how to navigate 

it. And this city just makes me happy.
  

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

Mayo clinic   

    

    

I believe it's a good place to complete my goals in life   

    

    

    

    

    

It's a beautiful area. It has huge room for improvement. We own a house that will appreciate in 

value. I like smaller communities.
  

    

    

    

    

    

idk I've lived here for a long time lol   

    

  that the schools will provide everything you need to be succesful

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

The community is so much bigger then my home town and leaves me options to have a better 

future just a great community to get your life on path
  

  
there is little to no night life for the younger population in rochester besides a few establishments. I 

feel that rochester is big enough to attract more clubs and bars to improve the night life.

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    



    

    

    

    

    

  housing

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

  Make it a super good place to live, maybe less expensive

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

  A RASING CANES OR POPEYES

    

    

    

  A better community, better healthcare, better education.

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

  less taxes and more latina baddies

    

    

    

    

  Mayo

  Nothing really. Just depends where I can find a steady job

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

it's safe and has a lot of locations   

    

    

    

  Close to family, friends, nice houses.

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    



    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

  Not sure I just want to see other places nothing against Rochester at all.

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

  
If the city actually listen to the people and make Rochester actually nice/fun to live in and not just a 

pain.

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

  nothing

    

    

    

  More jobs fitting my profession

    

    

    

    

    

    

Family and friends   

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

The people and places   

    

    

Because My parents live hear and I want to stay close to them and I also feel pretty safe here   

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    



    

    

    

I love the community here and my family lives here as well so I wanna be close to family, I think the 

Rochester community is safe as well.
  

    

    

    

    

    

  nothing

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

Being close to family, having access to Mayo Clinic, enjoying the community.   

I'm technically in middle school, but I enjoy the area, and the weather. Along with Mayo Clinic!   

    

    

  not sure

    

  I don't even know

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

Education opportunities   

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

It has a lot of close options of places to go close to neighborhoods   

    

    

    

    


