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Whereas, the City of Rochester recognizes February 2021 as African American Heritage Month and recognizes the contributions of community members tracing their roots to Africa. 

Whereas, Black History Month national theme for 2021, "The Black Family: Representation, Identity, and Diversity", explores diversity of black families consisting of single to two-parent households to nuclear, extended and bi-racial; and

Whereas, in 2019 there were 118,924 people living in Rochester, with more than 8,660 (7.6%) Black or African American, with significant Sudanese and Somali immigrants; and 

Whereas, the case incidence of COVID-19 per 100,000 residence is 8,317 for African Americans in Minnesota, which is nearly twice the rate of white population; and 

Whereas, Black workers have been disproportionately impacted by layoffs during the pandemic with an unemployment rate of 17%, representing 10.5% of the jobless population, making up 5.9% of the labor force. 

Whereas, the City of Rochester plans to address the local health and economic challenges for African Americans by encouraging and supporting equitable vaccination planning, minority-owned business growth and worker retraining; and

Whereas, the NAACP Rochester Minnesota Branch has hosted a program “Black History Showcase of Talent 2021:  A Showcase of Black Excellence” featuring local, regional, and national talent; as well as a Black history speaker series and excellence event for a youth (grades 8-12) in February; 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that I, Kim Norton, Mayor of the City of Rochester, Minnesota, do hereby recognize
  
African American Heritage Month

during February 2021 and recognize the contributions of community members  connecting their heritage to Africa. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the corporate seal of the City of Rochester to be affixed this 1st day of February, 2021. 

________________________
Kim Norton, Mayor
City of Rochester, Minnesota
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