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[bookmark: _GoBack]WHEREAS, the City of Rochester recognizes May 2021 as Asian Pacific American Heritage Month and recognizes the contributions of community members tracing their roots to the Asian continent and the Pacific Islands; and

WHEREAS, in 2019 there were 118,924 people living in Rochester, with more than 8,000 (7.3%) Asian, Native Hawaiian and other Pacific islanders; and
 
WHEREAS, in 2019 Asian workers, made the second highest salary of any race/ethnicity in Minnesota, earned 3 percent less than white workers; and 

WHEREAS, Asian people make up less than one percent of the Destination Medical Center projects construction workforce and close to 4 percent of the professional contracts workforce; and

WHEREAS, overall, the highest COVID-19 incidence relative to that among white population in the U.S. was among Pacific Islander persons (in this instance exclusive of Asian population) of most age groups, with the largest differences among those under the age of 10; and

WHEREAS, COVID-19 has put a hold on Asian Pacific celebrations the community looks forward to celebrating together in July; and 

WHEREAS, proclaimed on February 1, 2021 the City of Rochester encourages residents to help end the spread of hate, bigotry and harassment and commit to cultivating an inclusive community; and 

WHEREAS, a community picnic uniting and celebrating Asian Americans of different backgrounds will be held on June 19, 2021 at the History Center of Olmsted County and possible evening markets later this summer; and 

NOW THEREFORE: I, Kim Norton, Mayor of the City of Rochester, Minnesota, do hereby proclaim May 2021 as 

Asian Pacific Heritage Month
 	 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the corporate seal of the City of Rochester to be affixed this 3rd day of May in the year of two thousand twenty-one.

________________________
Kim Norton, Mayor 
City of Rochester, Minnesota  
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