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WHEREAS, Steven J. Schmidt has served as General Manager of City of Rochester Civic Music/Riverside Concerts since 1989 and will be celebrating his retirement in September after more than 30 years of service; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Schmidt started curating the Down by the Riverside series in 1991, attracting over one million attendees to “Sunday night concerts in the park.” These concerts have introduced listeners to such “up and coming” artists like the Dixie Chicks, Jonny Lang, Lucius, Margo Price, and Eric Church. They’ve also featured established artists such as Three Dog Night, 10,000 Maniacs, America, and this season’s headliner .38 Special, while providing performance opportunities to musicians from Rochester and southeastern Minnesota; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Schmidt is known for his consistent innovation efforts, his professionalism, his commitment to community and diversity, and a keen ear for music; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Schmidt embodies Riverside Concerts’ mission to provide “the community with opportunities for high-quality, diverse, and accessible musical and educational programs;” and  

WHEREAS, Mr. Schmidt has lived this mission to “help make Rochester a more livable community and contribute to the quality of life of its citizens;” and

WHEREAS, Mr. Schmidt’s contribution to the musical fabric of southeastern Minnesota and the City of Rochester is truly immeasurable.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that, I, Kim Norton, Mayor of the City of Rochester, do hereby declare August 15, 2021, to be 

Steven J. Schmidt Night at Down by the Riverside

in recognition of his many achievements, we extend our gratitude and appreciation to Steve for his years of dedicated service as an advocate, mentor, musician, and community servant. And, we congratulate him for a job well done and wish him continued success and happiness upon his retirement.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the corporate seal of the City of Rochester to be affixed this 15th day of August, 2021.  

________________________
Kim Norton, Mayor 
Rochester, Minnesota
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