
ORDINANCE NO___________  

ANORDINANCE REPEALING INWHOLE ANDREPLACING
WITHANEWCHAPTER 8-11OFTITLE8OFTHEROCHESTER
CODE OFORDINANCES RELATING TOSPECIAL EVENTS.  

THECOMMON COUNCIL OFTHECITYOFROCHESTER ORDAINS:  

Section1.       Chapter8-11ofTitle8oftheRochester CodeofOrdinances ishereby repealed
andreplaced toreadasfollows:  

Sec. 8-11-1. Definitions.   

Thefollowing words, termsandphrases, whenusedinthischapter, shallhavethe
meanings ascribed totheminthissection, exceptwhere thecontext clearly indicates adifferent
meaning:   

Background music means subdued andunobtrusive musicplayed:   

1) Nolouder than60decibels ortheambient street levelnoise; and

2) Asanaccompaniment to, orforthepurpose ofcreatingapleasant atmosphere for, an
activityorapublic place.   

Carnival meansatraveling enterprise offering amusements suchasrides, gamesofchance,  
andsideshows.  

Circus means aproduction orvarietyshowconducted inanarenaorunderatentwhich includes
featsofphysical skillanddaring, wildanimalacts, and/orperformances byjugglers andclowns.  

Racemeans anyorganized bicycle race, footrace, racewalking, wheelchair racing,  
rollerblading, marathon, joggingeventandsimilarevents.  

Parade meansanyparade, march, ceremony, show, exhibition, pageant, orprocession ofany
kind, oranysimilardisplay, inoruponanystreet, park, orotherpublicplace inthecity.  

Sound device orapparatus meansanyradiodeviceorapparatus fortheamplification ofany
sounds fromanyradio, phonograph orothersound-makingorsound-producing device, orany
deviceorapparatus forthereproduction oramplification ofthehumanvoiceorothersounds.   

Special event.  

1) Theterm "special event" meansaneventheld inthecityinwhich oneofthefollowing occurs:   

a. Amplified sound istobeused;   
b. Astreet, sidewalk, orotherpublicwayorplaceisclosed forthebenefitoftheevent

attendees;   
c. Atemporary alcoholic beverage license isrequired oranexisting on-salealcoholic

beverage license iscarriedtotheevent location aspartofacommunity festival; or
d. Theeventwilladversely impactaconsiderable number ofmembers ofthepublic;   
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e.       Theevent isawalk, run, race, orparade whichutilizes publicstreets, parks, orotherright- 
of-wayareas;   

f.       Theevent isacarnival orcircus;   
g.      Atemporary cannabis event license isrequired orisbeingusedintandemwiththeevent.  

2)   Theterm "special event" doesnot includeevents that theRochester Downtown Alliance
otherwise permits underauthority delegated bythecommon council.   

3)  Atemporary cannabis eventcannotbeheldifintoxicating liquor isbeingservedorsoldat
theevent.  

Sec. 8-11-2. Purpose and intent.  

a) Thecommon council determines thatthecreationofexcessive noiseandsoundwithin the
citylimits isadetriment tothepublichealth, safety andwelfare andthequalityoflifeofthe
citizensofthecity. Citizens ofthecityhavearighttoanenvironment freefromexcessive
noiseandsound thatmayjeopardize theirhealth, safetyorwelfare, ordegrade theirquality
oflife. Citizens alsohavetherighttobeensured thatevents occurring within thecityare
operated inasafeandhealthy manner thatminimizes theadverse impacts tothecitizens. It
isthecity'sobjective topromote thepeaceandquietenjoyment ofresidential neighborhoods.   

b) Atthesametime, thecommon council recognizes thedesireofmanyofthecity'scitizens to
fullyenjoytheoutdoors, especially whentheweather permits, foroutdoor events. Citizens
wishtotakeadvantage ofourshort-livedwarmweather byattending andparticipating in
outdoor musical concerts, parties, walks, racesandotherevents. Theseoutdoor eventsadd
tothequalityoflifeinthecityandhelpcitizensendure ourwinterweather bylooking forward
towarmer weather.   

c) Accordingly, thischapter represents thecommon council'sbalancing ofthecity'scitizens'  
interests inaquietandpeaceful community andtheir interests inenjoying thecity'soutdoor
environment during timesofgoodweather. Ultimately, thecouncil seekstopreserve, protect
andpromote thecity'scitizens' health, safety, welfare andqualityoflife.   

Sec. 8-11-3. Permit required.  

Noperson shallholdaspecial eventunlesssuchperson shall firstobtainapermit tobe
issuedbythecouncil inthemanner hereinafter prescribed, andunlesssuchperson shallcomply
withtheprovisions ofthischapter, andthetermsandconditions prescribed insuchpermit

Sec. 8-11-4. Application forpermit.  

Eachapplicant forapermit shall fileawritten application with thecityclerk. Suchapplication
mustbereceived bythecityclerkatleast30dayspriortotheevent, except thatapplications for
events anticipated tohavemorethan1,000participants shallbereceived notlessthan120days
priortotheevent. Thecitymaywaive thisfilingdeadline upon theapplicant'sshowing ofgood
causeorreasonable excuse forthelatefilingandtheabsence ofanyprejudice tothepublic's
health, safety, andwelfare. Theapplication mustbeaccompanied bypayment ofthepermit fee
asestablished annually bythecommon council andcontain thefollowing information:   

1) Thelocation forwhich thepermit issought;   

2) Thedatesandtimesoftheevent forwhich thepermit issought;   

2



3) Thename, address andtelephone number oftheapplicant andthecontact person
named bytheapplicant toimplement thepermitandtobeonsiteduringtheevent
forwhich thepermit issought. Thecontact person mustberesponsible forthe
permit'scompliance withthelawsofthischapterandanytermsorconditions
imposed upontheapproval ofthepermit;   

4) Adescription ofthefacilities andarrangements thatareinplaceforthehandling of
food, medical needs, sanitation, fireservices, garbage disposal, andadequate
security andpoliceprotection fortheevent, including crowdcontrol, trafficcontrol
andpoliceprotection foradjacent property owners;   

5) Asketch, siteplan, stageplotorotherdescription ofthelandandpremises tobe
usedfortheevent forwhich thepermit issought;   

6) Adescription oftheentertainment intended tobeprovided, including thetypeof
entertainment, thelocation where itistobestagedorprovided, thedatesand
timeframes during whichentertainment istobeprovided, astatement astothe
maximum number ofpersonswhowillbepermitted tobeinattendance onany
particular dayandadescription ofthemeansbywhichattendance willbelimited to
suchnumber ofpersons;   

7) Adescription ofthemeansandmethods proposed bytheapplicant toprevent noise
fromtheeventfromunreasonably disturbing thosepersons wholiveorworkinthe
vicinityoftheevent;   

8) Astatement fromtheapplicant indicating theapplicant hasobtainedacopyofthis
chapter, hasreadanddoesunderstand theregulations foundwithin thischapter,  
anddoesintendtocomplywiththeregulations foundwithin thischapterandany
conditions ofapproval imposed uponthepermit thatmightbegranted inresponse
tohisapplication;   

9) Astatement fromtheapplicant astowhether theapplicant requests themaximum
soundmeasurement pursuant tosection8-11-6(b), orthetimerestriction pursuant
tosection8-11-6(c), andthereasons forsuchrequest; and

10) Suchother information thatthecityclerk, cityadministrator, chiefofpolice, chiefof
thefiredepartment, publicworksdirector, planning director orcityattorney, ortheir
designees, mayneedinorder tocarryoutthepurposes ofthischapter, orthatmay
berequired pursuant toanyspecial eventpolicy thatmaybeapproved bythecity
and/orcommon council fromtimetotime.  

Sec. 8-11-5. Issuance ofpermit.  

a) Thecitymustconsider eachapplication foraspecialeventpermit inlightofallof
thefollowing criteria:   

1) Thevolume, frequency andtypeofsoundtobegenerated;   

2) Thedayoftheweek, timeofdayandduration ofthespecial event;   

3) Thecharacter andnatureoflandusesunderlying andadjacent tothespecial event;   

4) Theproximity andcompatibility ofthespecial event toresidential, religious or
medical facilities, orthegeneral public;   
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5) Thesufficiency ofthearrangement madetoprovide adequate security, garbage
disposal, restrooms, crowd control, trafficcontrol andparkingcontrol; and

6) Thesufficiency ofmeansandmethods proposed bytheapplicant toprevent noise
fromtheeventfromunreasonably disturbing thosepersons wholiveorworkinthe
vicinityoftheevent.   

b) Thecitymustnotissueanypermit toanypersonwhohas, duringthepast12
months, failedtoobserve thetermsandconditions ofanypreviously issued special event
orsound-amplification permitorwhohashadhisrighttoapplyforandreceiveapermit
suspended orrevoked undersection8-11-8(b). Thecitymustnot issueanypermit forany
location where, during thepast12months, therehasbeenanincident involving thefailure
toobserve thetermsandconditions ofanypreviously issuedspecial eventorsound- 
amplification permit.   

c) Thecitymayimpose conditions uponitsissuance ofanypermit thatarereasonably
related tothesatisfaction oftheprovisions orthefurtherance oftheobjectives ofthischapter,  
including thecriteria listedinsubsection (a) ofthissection. Those conditions mayincludea
timerestriction onthespecial eventpermit issuedpursuant tosection8-11-6(b).   

d) Thepermittee shallkeepthepermit inpossession atalltimesatthelocation ofthe
special eventunder theauthority ofthepermit, andshallpresent thepermitupondemand
byalawenforcement officer.   

Sec. 8-11-6Maximum sound measurement and time restriction.  

a) Themeasurement ofsoundpressure levelsshallbemadewithaTypeIorTypeII
decibel meter, asdefined bytheAmerican National Standards Institute Specifications, S1.4- 
1971, using theA-weighted, fastresponse scale. Thedecibel metermicrophone shall be
placed three tofivefeetaboveground levelandpositioned soasnottocreateanyunnatural
enhancement ordiminution ofthemeasured soundpressure level.   

b) Exceptasprovided insubsection (c) ofthissection, noperson shallexceed the
maximum allowable soundpressure level. Themaximum allowable soundpressure level is
85decibels measured attheproperty lineorvenueboundary.   

c) Thecity, inissuing thepermitandinconsideration ofthecriteriaprovided insection
8-11-5(a), maywaive themaximum allowable sound pressure levelprovided insubsection
b) ofthissection andreplace itwitharestriction requiring theamplified sound toterminate

nolaterthan10:30p.m. onthedayofeacheventcovered bythepermit. Ifapplicable under
thissubsection, noperson shallallow theamplified soundtocontinue beyond 10:30p.m.   

Sec. 8-11-7. Insurance.  

a) Liability insurance required. Theapplicant orsponsor ofaspecial eventmust
possess orobtain liability insurance toprotect against lossfromliability imposed bylawfor
damages onaccountofbodily injuryorproperty damage arising fromthespecial event. A
certificate ofinsurance mustbefiledwiththecitypriortoissuance ofthespecial eventpermit.  
Thecertificate ofinsurance mustname thecity, itsofficials, employees andagentsas
additional insureds. Insurance coverage mustbemaintained fortheduration ofthespecial
event.  
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Minimum limits. Insurance coverage mustbeacommercial general liabilitypolicy. The
minimum limitsmustbeatleast $1,000,000.00forinjuryordamage toanypersonorproperty
andnotlessthan $1,000,000.00intheaggregate amount foranynumber ofclaims arising
outofasingleoccurrence Ifalcoholic beverages aretobesoldordistributed atthespecial
event, thepolicymustalsoinclude anendorsement forliquor liability. Thecitymayrequire
additional endorsements depending uponthetypeofspecial eventandtheproposed
activities.  

b)   Waiver orreduction ofrequired limits. Thecitymaywaiveorreduce theinsurance
requirements ofthissectionunder thefollowing circumstances:  

a) Theapplicant orofficerofthesponsoring organization signsaverified
statement that theinsurance coverage required bythissection isimpossible to
obtainorunreasonably burdensome.  

b) Thecitydetermines thattheinsurance requirements areinexcessofthe
reasonable riskpresented bytheproposed special event.  

c)  Allcarnivals, circuses, parades, races, runs, andwalkscovered under thischapter
require insurance regardless oftheeventsizeorparticipant number, andnowaivers shallbe
granted totheseevent types.  

Sec. 8-11-8. Temporary Cannabis Event Regulations.  

A.    Location Restrictions.  

1. MaynotbeheldonCity-owned property orschoolproperty;  

2. Ifheldoutdoors, maynotbeheldonproperty within500feetofaresidential
property, school, daycare, oraresidential treatment facility;  

3. Maynotbeheldatanysingle location more thanfour (4) timesinacalendar
year.  

B.     ATemporary Cannabis Eventmaynotbeheldforlonger thanthree (3) consecutive
days;  

C.  HoursRestrictions: Temporary cannabis eventsshallonlybeheldbetween thehours
of7:00a.m. and10:00p.m.  

D.  On-siteconsumption ofedible cannabinoid products andlower-potency hemp
products ispermitted.  

E.  Noperson holdingapermit foraTemporary Cannabis Eventshallallowandno
participant inaTemporary Cannabis Event shallcampovernight atthelocation ofa
Temporary Cannabis Event, except forareasonable number ofpersons required to
maintain security.  

F.  Nopersonshallmakeorcausetobemadeanydistinctly andloudlyaudible noise
thatunreasonably annoys, disturbs, injures, orendangers thecomfort, repose, health,  
peace, safety, orwelfareofanyperson, orprecludes theirenjoyment ofproperty or
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affects theirproperty'svalue. Thisgeneral prohibition isnotlimitedbythespecific
restrictions contained inCityCode, Section 405.02. Ifamplified musicand/or
speaking isutilized, thefollowing requirements mustbemet:  

1. Theapplicant musthavedesignated aperson affiliated withtheTemporary
Cannabis Event thatisresponsible formonitoring soundlevelsandhasauthority
toensure thatsounddoesnotexceed80decibels asmeasured 50feet fromthe
property line, or50feetfromthesource, whichever ismorerestrictive.  

2. Theamplified musicand/orspeaking canonlybeforaperiodoffourhoursor
lessbetween thehoursof7:00a.m. and9:00p.m. Monday-Friday, and9:00a.m.  
and9:00p.m. onweekends andlegalholidays. Amplified speakers arerequired to
bepositioned inawaythatlimitsnoise tothesurrounding residential areas.  

3. Theapplicant musthaveprovidedanameandcontact information foraperson
on-siteoftheevent thatwillbeabletorespond tonoise complaints andensure
thatnoisegenerated atthesitecomplies withthischapter.  

G.   Smoking andvapingprohibited. Nopersonshall smokeorvapeanyproduct,  
including cannabis flower, cannabis products, andlower-potency hempproducts, or
useanycannabis orlower-potency hemp-relatedorelectronic delivery devicesata
temporary cannabis event.  

H.  Cleanup: Applicant shall, atnocosttotheCity, immediately cleanup, remove, and
dispose ofalllitterormaterials ofanykindthatareplacedorleftonthepremises
because oftheevent, orbecharged thehourly rateoftheemployee forcleanup.  

I.   Notice toResidents: Applicant mustprovide a10-daynoticetoresidents within500
feetoftheevent.  

J.  AllTemporary Cannabis Events must followallrequirements ofMinn. Stat. §  
342.01.335.  

Sec. 8-11-9. Exceptions

Thischapter shallnotapply totheuseoroperation ofanysounddeviceorapparatus:   

1) Atalocation thatisnotin, on, nearoradjacent toanypublicstreet, park, place, or
nearoradjacent toaresidential area;   

2) Byanyplaceofworship onorwithinitsownpremises, inconnection withthe
religious ritesorceremonies ofsuchplaceofworship;   

3) Bythepoliceandfiredepartments ofthecityintheperformance oftheirofficial
duties;   

4) Byapublicorprivate schoolonschoolgrounds;   

5) Inmusical presentations madeorsponsored bythecity'smusicdepartment;   

6) Bylicensed auctioneers during thecourseofanauctionevent;   

7) Asbackground musicnolaterthan10:00p.m.; or

8)     Asspecifically allowed underanyotherprovision ofthisCode.   
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Sec. 8-11-10. Suspension orrevocation ofpermit.   

a) Anyspecial eventpermit issued bythecitymaybesuspended orrevokedupona
finding thatthepermittee, during thetermofthepermit, failedtocomply withany
provision ofthischapter, anydirective ororder issuedbyalawenforcement officer,  
anycondition imposed upontheissuance ofthepermit, anytermorprovision
stateduponthepermit, oranyapplicable federalorstatestatute, administrative
rule, orcityorcounty ordinance.   

b) Aperson'srighttoapply forandreceiveaspecial eventpermitmaybesuspended
orrevoked uponafinding thatthepersonhasfailedtocomply withanyprovision
ofthischapter, anydirective ororder issuedbyalawenforcement officer, any
condition imposed upontheissuance ofthepermit, anytermorprovision stated
uponthepermit, oranyotherapplicable federalorstatestatute, administrative
rule, orcityorcounty ordinance.   

c) Anysuspension orrevocation ofapermitmustoccuronlyafterapublichearing
hasoccurred before thecommon council withnoticeandanopportunity tobe
heardprovided tothepermittee orperson whoisthesubjectofthehearing.   

d) Alawenforcement officermaystopaspecialeventwhenthepermittee violates
anydirective ororderissuedbythelawenforcement officer relating tocompliance
withacondition ofthepermit.   

Sec. 8-11-11. Permittee’spresence onlocation.  

Thepermittee shallkeepthepermit inhispossession atalltimesatthelocation where
soundamplification isoccurring under theauthority ofthepermit, andshallpresent thepermit
upondemandbyalawenforcement officer. Thecontact person, asrequired tobenamed in
theapplication formpursuant tosection 8-11-4(3), mustbephysically onlocation duringthe
timethepermit iseffective ormusthavemade someotherarrangement withandsatisfactory
toalawenforcement officer.   

Sec. 8-11-12. Penalties.  

a) Noperson shallviolate anyprovision ofthischapter. Noperson shallviolate any
directive ororderissued byalawenforcement officer intheimplementation ofthis
chapter, anycondition imposed upontheissuance ofthepermit, oranytermor
provision statedupon thepermit. Aviolation ofthissubsection ispunishable asa
misdemeanor.   

b) Uponafinding thatapermittee orperson hasviolated anyprovision ofthischapter,  
anydirectiveororderissuedbyalawenforcement officer intheimplementation of
thischapter, anycondition imposed upontheissuance ofthepermit, oranyterm
orprovision stateduponthepermit, thecouncil maysuspend orrevoke thepermit
ortheperson'sability toobtainapermit pursuant tosection8-11-8.   

c) Noperson maybeprosecuted foranyviolation ofsection8-7-8if, atthetimeof
thealleged violation, apermithadbeen issuedtothepersonunder thischapter.   

Section 2. Thisordinance shallbecome effective asofthedateofitspublication.  
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PASSED ANDADOPTED BYTHECOMMON COUNCIL OFTHECITYOF

ROCHESTER, MINNESOTA, THIS __________ DAYOF _______________, 2025.  

PRESIDENT OFSAIDCOMMON COUNCIL

ATTEST:  __________________________  
CITY CLERK

APPROVED THIS _____ DAYOF ______________________, 2025.  

MAYOR OFSAIDCITY

SealoftheCityof
Rochester, Minnesota)  

Ord25/8-11Repeal& Replace. docx
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